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Welcome...
..}o the 2019 Autumn edition of Chilcompton Matters.

Although technically, apparently, autumn does not start until
September 23™ - so help yourself to another week of summer.

What are the pluses of autumn? You can go blackberry picking.
Yay! You can step in cow pooh, scratch your fingers on the
thorns and make jam that nobody will eat. There's Halloween.
I'm not even going to go there, it's American and on this
occasion certainly not European. There are the leaves. Aren't
they pretty? All browns and yellow and red, and who is aoin%To
pick them up? You can eat wholesome warming meals. Then buy
membership of a gym club in the new year. You can go back to
your nice cosy jumpers, actually no because they are full of
moth holes. Clothes moths are taking over the world. Someone
write me an article on clothes moths in Chilcompton. You can
stop cutting the grass. That's a good one, I'll buy that.
Wonderful autumn.

It has been a fine summer with notable events; Redan
Celebrates Chilcompton, The Mad Hatter's Tea Party down at
the church, the Flower Show celebrating its Ruby anniversary
(all covered in these pages). Though sadly no Fringe, no beer
fesfriv?jl and no Chilcompton Picnic - perhaps they will be
revived.

With these events we are so fortunate to be living in this
village; then there are the two Fubs, the Co-op, the children's
recreation ground, the beautiful ponds and the sports ground.
However as one of the interviewees in this issue reminds us, it
is the people that make the place. Lots of personality profiles
in this edition.

The thanks bit. Ta very much to the advertisers, especially the
ones that have gone colour Eivin the magazine an extra glow.
Pat on the back for Kathy ﬁuahes who manages them.
Gratitude to the distributors for their leg work. Really grateful
to the contributors, keep it coming. Gracias (I'm learning Spanish)
to you for reading. But, as always, most of all, thanks to Mike
Hughes who does the desktop publishing, he's a star.

Bendice tu corazon (bless your heart)
Malcolm Rigby
Parish Clerk.  E-mail: parishclerk@chilcompton.org
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Ingenious Cow or Simple Cow
Malcolm Righy met the man behind the milk machine

It's very easy — you arrive with your washed out mulk bottle, put 1t i the machine,
msert your pound, press the button, wait a short while then walk away with your
lovely local tull fat mik. Simple yet ingenious.

The contraption suddenly appeated at the very end of last year — materialising like
the tardis i the village hall car patk — and mstantly became very popular. In the
tiest couple of months supplying 200 litres a day.

The idea 1s the bramnchild of Oliver Day who works at Knitts Farm on Stockhull

Road with his uncle, Richard Patch.

Oliver said he started it just to see if it was viable... and it is viable. The idea s not
totally original as there ate others and it 1s popular in Europe, 1n fact the machine s
European.

“Before mine thete were a couple that popped up, thete’s one i Frome and one
on the outskirts of Wells, both ot those you have to duve to. I thought there was a
tar stronger market 1f you could put 1t 11 the middle of a village where you have all
the school pick-ups and thete is plenty going on in the village hall all the time, just
makes it more conventent for people. When it started it was bringing people
i from Midsomer Notton and Timsbury, all over. It’s calmed down a bit now
because it’s quite a long way to go to get mulk.

“Id like to have a few of them and get them into Bath and Bustol, I think people
would go crazy tm them in there. You need to stage it so it 1s worth durving all that
way to fill it up.”

The milk 1s local but contrary to populu opnn()n it 1s not trom Chilcompton, 1t’s
trom Stoke St Michael. However pasteutising equipment 1s being purchased and mn
a few weeks time the milk will actually be trom Chilcompton.

The milk is slightly more expensive than the supemmarket variety and I suggested
that the teason for the populanty was the tull fat.

Oliver refers to supeunuket milk as white water, he said: “This tastes like muilk
should taste, there 1s a lot of growing evidence that tull fat milk 1s better for you
anyway. It makes you teel fuller and there’s been lots of research that shows it
stops people snac ng.

“Everyone loves it.  All positive feedback, not heard any cuticism. The only
cuticism s that 1t’s too nice and they dunk too much of it. Somebody said the
other day do you put anything in to make it more moreish? I said, no, but we don’t
take anything out.”

Olwer admits he was surprised at the eatly popularity and his, uutially sceptical,
uncle, even more so. The decline in consumption 1s not a concern as he 1s
convinced it 1s seasonal rather than the novelty factor wearing oft.

“I did worry a tew weeks ago when the mulk started to drop a bit but then we had a
couple of weeks of wet weather and it came back up again. It’s weather related.”

Also available at the milk machine are cheese and eggs. The latter come from >>
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>>  Chilcompton and the cheese 1s sourced
as locally as possible. For the future Oliver 1s
considering supplying locally produced butter
and possibly 1ce cream.

Simple Cow pay a tent to the village hall for
the use of the space — so everyone’s a winner.
There 15 a community element too as he

donates mulk to the school for special events.

Olwver 1s Chilcompton botn and bred and

was always gomng to go into farmung but 1s not so  pleased
at how the industry has been developing. He said: “For the
last 20 years I haven’t liked the way that farming was going,
] everything was getting
bigger and  bigger and
mote mtenswe, I preterred
the way 1t was when I
| was growing up, when

W

Chilcompton had six |
dairy farms. We're trymng
to make a small farm
pro fitable. A satisfied customer

“The cows are less mntensively farmed, thus s tar
more sustamnable. They're all grass fed, the longevity ot the cows s much better,
health of the cows 1s much better as opposed to big factory farms.”

Flexible & cost
effective forward
thinking strategic
accounting &
business advice.

Services include:

Passionate about » . Business advisory & planning
helping businesses 5 40 Outsourced finance team
3 2 >\ Part-time Finance Director
grow, proactive in all : ™
that we do, Company secretarial
personal throughout. Bookkeeping
Management accounts

Contact usfor a free initial
consultation.

Year end compliance
T: 01761 206 328 or 07917 832650 et -
hello@sproutconsulting.co.uk - sproutconsulting.co.uk

.. N

Chilcompton based business consulting & chartered accountancy practice




Wednesday walkers

This group now numbers about 20 people. Most walks are in and around
Chilcompton, but we have walked the greenway to Radstock and had a good walk
in lovely weather from Radstock to Kilmersdon along the old railway line then
tollowed ftootpaths mnto and along the waterside valley with retreshments i the
Swallow Caté at Radstock. The group has encountered curious cows and waded
through overgrowth round the edges of s .
crops and lived
to tell the tale!
The photos show
the climb up Jack
and Jill hil and
negotiating the
river 1n the
waterside valley.

Martlene Picktord
01761 232774

Friday Club

Friday Club was 35 years old in June. It was started in 1984 by Mary Hunt, who
was concerned that eldetly people spent a lot of time alone. She mvited one ot two
people to the village hall for tea and
coftee, but the venture soon grew
until there were over 30 patticipants
and four mote helpers: Kay Gillatd,
Janet Selway, Matlene Picktord and
Sue Winstone. Sue Tandy has been
making cakes for the group for
all those years. Thete was also a
monthly lunch at one time, now only

two a year. There ate about 16
members at present, who enjoy their weekly chat. Anyone 1s welcome to drop n
on a Fuday morning for a cup of tea.  Marlene Picktord 01761 232774

Golden Hour Club

A vartety of speakers and choirs entertain members each month. The AGM
i1 April saw the retirement ot Janet Moon trom the commuttee and Paulene Bell
elected. There are presently 27 members, although anyone can come along at any
time on a one-oft basis.

Sylvia Rogers 01761233142.




Chilcompton Wives

Our events began i April with a visit trom ‘Taste of Timsbury’, the local tood
testival.  The team told us how the show had grown over the years, they even
brought us a taste of their ‘Gin and Tonic’ cake, which was much enjoyed by
members. We hope to visit the 2020 festrval.

Helen Wall had us all exhausted with her travel tales and escapades ending with
abseiling down Wells Cathedrall We hope to see her agaim.

The summer diary dates ended with our very own Glastonbury ftestival which was
held in the village hall, duly decorated with beer can (empties) bunting, wellies and
some heavily disguised group members. Vince Gill was the main performer on the
‘Pyranud Stage’. Who needs to go to Glastonbury?

It you would like to come along to one of our evenings, the dates are displayed on
the Village Hall notice board.

For turther information 1ng Brdget Brookbank 01761 232039 or Mauteen Evans
01761 2332066.

The Dying of the Light - by Andrew Morris

How does 1t start, thus poem? And I am left like a cluld To begin at the beginning

Don’t tell me, 1t will come with words that hide where the wotds were playing

What 1s the word that starts it oft’  the memory ot my days i the cobblestreets

It T get the hiust word ll be fine T need my umbzella to impmg down to the dowback

Where is the word? Where Protect me from the rain crowblack bobbing sea
has it gone? Where did T put it They ate not my words,

- - D e S s iy 7% e -
Whete do they go all those words? It’s not here its not here they come ftrom the rans

I would like to go there and visit not mn my pocket but T have a pen soakmg and dren(.‘hi_ng

pethaps they would let me stay Twll put thus up 1t will stop the shiowenngand spithng
. ’ ’ ran 1t will grve me the words where 1s my pen 1s 1t muightier
th all Is Tk g E

with all the words I knew = T <

Al f\ e Tkt It will give me the words and than the sword?

All those names of people I knew

the names but no faces. Isit mughtier than an umbzella?
Whete ate they? Whete did they oo? s s se aia e S . .
2 yeor  Where are their faces: Where are the new words?
They scurty i and out - . L
v ¢ Put my pen up Where are they huding
Especially when 1t ramns : : . . :
°l i Hold it up Hold 1t up No that s not it not it at all
they don’t want to get wet That's better I remember I re- . _
i ) member the fifth of November ¢ have lingered in the
they are dry words ) i ) chambers of the sea
- S I’'m back in Wales . .
some [ recognise by sea gils wreathed with sea

some arefamiliar: e Gunpowder, treason and plot eed red and brown

) I know of no reason why . :
And once upon a time < till human voices wake us and
gunpowder treason should

1t ramed and ramned and ever be forgot we drown.

washed all the words away Yes that’s it!




Cycle Speedway

Some residents will temember the Cycle Speedway in Chilcompton; a short-lived
phenomenon in the 1950’s enjoyed with enthusiasm by participants and spectators
alike.  Started by Maurice Clatk (from Overdale Nurseries) and employee Alan
Bailey, they used to practise their cycling skills during their breaks 1n the Nursery
grounds.

Alan and Mautice persuaded Alan’s tather Clittord and John Golledge to allow
them to build a cycle speedway track at the concrete wotks. They built an otticial
size track, made trom the clinker from New Rock Collsery.

The team of eight was set up and named Broadway
Aces, namely Maurice and Alan, Bernard Holder,
John Cottle, Iolm Andrews, John Chatles, Jim Butge
and Raymond Lane (see photo). Theu chairman
and agdent suppotter was Mr. Jim Sheppard owner
ot the sawmulls. Alar’s sister, Pam, prepared their shitts
ot bright orange with black on white aces. She also

made black neckerchiets and starting and finishing tlags.

Otticial speedway bikes were purchased, wide handlebars, no brakes, and only one
low gear. They then joined the league and visited many venues and other teams
came to Clhilcompton from Brstol and Bath to compete. Four cyclists, 2 from
each team would race 4 laps and the 155274 and 39 would gan 3, 2, and 1 pomt
tespectively. Team member John Andrews said, “Everything depended on getting
the gearing night, every track was different.” Alan’s younger brother Malcolm
temembers Shirehampton Tigers and Hawksbury Hawks’. Malcolm also rode with
the team 1 1ts second year, when John Andrews left for National Service. John
later joined circust road racing and, with Jim Burge, tepresented Somerset agamnst
Hampshire at Blandtord Forum. ]()lm also won the Festival ot Butain cup, which
Stratton otrgamused at Downside i1 1951, John took opportunities to race at
g\mkh anas and the hotse show at Abbey Patk, Glastonbury, where he was able to
win mote prize money than he did as a mechanic!

Alan’s younger sister, Chuistine remembers crowds would gather on speedway might
trom Chilcompton and visitors trom Bustol and surrounding areas to suppott their
team, so a huge tollowing and great excitement in the village. Wendy Earl can
temember many names including ‘Switty’ Sage trom ‘Clutton Pirates’ and also
Mt. Taylot’s ice cream van.

The Aces later moved to a larger grass track in a field behind the Concerete works.
Joe Hillman trom Clutton Pirates jomed the Aces and cycled from Clutton to
Chilcompton for practice and race nights. The icing on the cake was when
three 16‘1)16’86’11t1t1V€‘S trom the team rode at the Speedway stadum i Knowle,
Bristol L()l]l]_)t‘tlll‘% in a tournament.

Matlene Picktord. With thanks to Malcolm Bailey, Chustine Button, John Andrews
and Wendy Eatle for their help.




Peace Rose

The parish council has planted a
Peace rose with a plaque near the
War Memorial to commemorate
100 years since the end of WWI.

American Crayfish

What do you call a big, brash oddly orange American bully who has no regard for
the environment and wants to mvade tertitortes occupied by others? No, not him -
we’te talking about another invasive pamsite that are called American or gigﬂ’]l
Craytish and, as has been known for some time, they have invaded at least some ot
our local waterways and driven out the native species.

They were tirst introduced to the UK in the 1970s by the government. The idea
was that they could become a tood crop, but as so often happens with such
experiments it was not propetly thought out. The craylish soon escaped from any
containment and started their deadly march across the UK and are now
widespread i1 England and Wales. Several latge colonies have also been found mn
Scotland. Wherever they go, they will wipe out the local species either by killing
them for food or by disease. They can also cause considerable damage to river
banks and kill trogs, small tish and anything else that gets i their way. It they eat
all the fish, then the kingfishers may move on. On the upside, 1t’s said that egrets
will eat crayfish.

The craytish can grow up to about 18cm. They are tietcely territorial and
cannibalistic.  Live specimens have been seen in several
spots along the nver and bodies of at least three of them
have been tound further upstream trom the bridge at the
bus shelter. It’s probable they are far more widespread
than that. They ate known to travel across land.
¢ Trapping is a POSS!blllt’V but licences and permissions are
' Lequued and 1t’s not viewed as being genemll} ettective

i1 the long tetm. It should be noted that it 1s illegal to
return a captured Signal Craytish to the wild - they have
to be disposed of. I’m told that they are very good to eat.

Thete’s not much else that can be done about this
- unwanted parasite, but we would be mterested to hear of
any other sightings - alive or dead. Just listen out 1n the
dead of night for the clacking of their pmcers, just like a
mullion castanets in the distance as they march up The
A Pitching at the full moon.  Pete Sinclair
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Expert, friendly
legal service on

yO

FDC LAW

SOLICITORS
EST 1692
LOCAL LEGAL EXPERTS

For help or advice about Buying or Selling your home,
Separation or Divorce, Children, Wills & Probate, Powers
of Attorney, Personal Injury or other legal issues, contact us:

Norton House,
01761 417575 5
Midsomer Norton,

www.fdc-law.co.uk BA3 2DF

10




Memory Café

At Chilcompton Memory Caté, memoties, past times, are enjoyed and shared, over
any number of cups ot teal With refreshments to swit ditferent nutritional needs
and preferences. Old acquamtancies are rediscovered and new triendships made.
Welcome all trom Chilcompton and surrounding villages.

Have a break; have a chit chat! Free ftellowship, fun & refreshments. Informal
support and information. Welcome to all, accompanying family, cater ot friend too.
Every 2nd Monday ot the Month m 2019/20 including a possible outing in
October and Chiistmas card making i November.

For turther information contact:

Sarah Crosse: 01761 412042 email: csaragl50@yahoo.co.uk

Local info

All villagers are invited to attend the Pawush Council meetings, to make an
observation or just to view the machinery of the most local tier of government.

Meetings ate held on the second Wednesday ot every month, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

It you have any ideas for the twice yeatly village newsletter or would like to
put some mformation up on the village website, contact the Patish Cletk by
email: patshcletk(@chilcompton.otg ot ring 01761 232974,

Website: www.chilcompton.org

PC noticeboards ate by the Coop, by the Village Hall, on Bowden Hill and at the
bus stop by Chutch House.

District Councillors: Josh Burr and Sam Phripp
clle. Burt@mendip.goviuk  clle. Phup p@mendip.gov.uk
County Councillor: Mike Pullin -~ mpullin@somerset.gov.uk

District Council: 0300 303 8588
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Obituaries
The tollowing villagers have died since the last newsletter:

David Obern, Joe Vango, Colin Fricker, John Webb,

Juliet Andrews, Sheila Brimacombe, John Wilmott, Barbara Collins,
Jennifer Astridge, Ann Reakes, Jeanette Bushnell,
Deborah Al-Hoori (née Wareham), Basil Dumford, Roger Perry,
Jean Griffiths, Mary Sheppard, Dr. David Field., Norma Dando,

David Guanell, Enid Clark, Olive Wilmott, Pam Blacker (née Brown)
The following triends, who were not residents have died:

Clifford Green (church organist), Brian Fear (cars), Dr. Rye (St. Chads)
We send sincere condolences to their tamilies and friends.
Apologies it anyone has been mnadvertently onutted. Please let me know of any
others and they will be included in the next “newsletter.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: matlenep@mypostottice.co.uk

News from St John's

Greetings from St. Jobn’s... We warmly invite you to join us at any of our Sunday
services which start at 10.30am unless otherwise noted, and these are listed below.

15t Sunday of the month: Family Communion Setrvice mcluding

children’s clubs (Jigsaw ftor 3-7 years and Buzz tor 11-18 years)

and there is a créche area at the back ot church too

6.30pm Celtic Worship Communion
2nd Sunday: All Age Family Service
31 Sunday: F: nndv Communion Service including children’s clubs
4% Sunday: 9.00am Said Communion Service
4t & 5t Sund: ays: Family Service of Morning Prayer including children’s clubs
On the 11t of each month at 11.00: am, we have C <>11templ1m'e Prayer. You ate
more than welcome to join us.
Every Sunday evening at 6.00pm is the Powerhouse Youth Group who enjoy tun,
prayert, discussion. .. and pizzal
During our Commumnion services, alcohol-free wine and gluten tree waters are
avatlable as an alternative. After our services, you are welcome to join us for
retreshments and fellowship in the hall. Prayer 1s also available m church and all
prayer requests are confidential.
Every second Monday we host Memory Caté - see page 11 for details.
Lunch Club s every 3= Thursday - 1f you would like to join us or know of someone
who would appreciate a lunch and the chance to meet with others, we would love
to see you. Please call Margaret Holcombe on 01761 415085 for mote mformation,
if you \vould like a lift to the lunch, or if you have any speci: al dietary requirements.
Lunch Club is preceded by a short communion service at 11.30am showld you like
to come along. >>
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>> Our church and hall ate easily accessible with disabled facilities and ample
patking. It you would like to hire the hall, call Mr. Chris Austin on 07853 228759.

We are a collection point for The Foodbank and thete 1s a list of required items and
a box in the link. Also the Shoebox Appeal, collection of which will be sometime
during the second week ot November. It you want to donate ttems and/or money,
that is ok too.

Thete are a number of ways to contact St. John’s and/or tind out information:

o www.stvigorstjohn.church,

¢ www.lacebook.com, St]olmTheBAptxstChuu hChilcompton,

¢ stvigot-stjohn@hotmail.couk  or call me in the oftice (open Monday-Friday
9.00am to 12.00 noon) on 01761 502068 Kate Crossley, Administrator.

Messy Church, every 4% Sunday, 1s a very popular free famuily event from 3.00-

5.00pm. Intormation can be found on:

e facebook.com/StJohnTheBaptistChurchChilcompton

¢ or email: messychurchstjohnschilcompton(@gmail.com

Our Mad Hattet's Tea Party was held on Saturday 6th July - a free fun event.

The Messy Chutch activities were based around
the Alice in Wonderland theme. There was a white
rabbit trail around the grounds, you could make a
crazy hat for the parade, and pll\' croquet on the
lawn with tlamingo m: 1llets.

The event was opened by our very own Mad Hat-
ter tollowed by the upbe at Carnival thythm from
St. Vigor and” St. John's Chuich School Samba
Band, which put everyone i the party mood. The ‘
Year One puptls from the school entertained us with their expertly executed coun-
try dancing and there was singing from the ladies of 'Sing Your Heart Out'.

Guests at the patrty were
imvited to enter the rabbit
hole into the land of Awe

and Wonder.

It was lovely to see so
many people, old and young,
enjoying themselves jomning
i the fun or catching up
" with ftriends and chatting
®& overacup of tea and cake.

Members from our Bell Ringers led tups up the tow-
et, these proved very popular especially with some
I of the young people who went up several times and
| could be heatd calling out to passers-by.

The only profit being made was
trom the annual Duck Race,
| the proceeds trom this were
divided between St. Vigor
and St. ]ohn s School and Chidecompton Playgroup.

Next yeat's event will be on Saturday July 4. It would be
great to see you there.
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RICHARD HAYDEN 3 A
Gas Installations Mobile: 07855 761 686 b
and Upgrades Telephone: 01761 233027

Maintenance, Repairs, Email: m 6
Bathrooms, FREE Estimates hayden145@btinternet.com

www.rwhplumbingandheating.co.uk

HEVegle &Sy

TEXACO

SERVICING AND REPAIRS BROADWAY GARAGE

TO ALL MAKES OF CARS AND CHILCOMPTON

LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RADSTOCK
SOMERSET

MOT TESTS TO ALL BA3 4JW

CLASS IV VEHICLES

Telephone:
FORECOURT SHOP

01761
232298 /| 232765




TrueSpeed Progress
People may have noticed the civil work to build our network m Chilcompton over
the last tew months. Ovethead wotk to tun our fibre optic cables along the poles
still needs to be cartied out and we await pernussion from some landowners to
enable access to a number of poles before we can complete our network.
Going live depends on how quickly we can gain the access required, but at the
moment it 1s esttmated that most Chilcompton customers will be connected to
TrueSpeed’s live network duting the early part of December.
Originally, we didn’t quite have enough demand to enable us to build everywhere in
Chilcompton. Areas where we were not able to build included part of Parsonage
Lane, west trom Hightield Crescent to Valley Walk (including Lewss Close,
Golledge Close and Merrick Fields). Recently, we have successtully focused on
signing mote people 1 this area. Final confirmation s awaited, but it looks as
though we should be connecting people hete by March/Apul next year,
Other areas we ate looking into now include Coach Lane and Somer Lea. It
anyone has any questions, including about TrueSpeed coverage i their area, then
Neil Rogers, TrueSpeed’s local regional manager will be happy to help. Neil can be
contacted on 07948 348805 or neil((_-ljtruespee&com

Andy Moore, TrueSpeed

J G DECORATORS

Quality, Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating
Paper hanging specialist
Clean, Tidy and Proffesional
Chilcompton based

For a free quote call:
01761 753427 / 07791655001

Email: jody@jgdecorators.com
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Why not join my list of
Chilcompton Clients

| offer a full garden design and maintenance service

For all sizes of garden

Please contact me and I'll pop round to see you - and your garden!

TIM INNS
07860 388 972

Email: tinns@hotmail.co.uk

A TIBBS

TREE SURGEONS

TIBBS TREE SURGEONS

Tree and hedge care From planting to felling
Qualified (RFS Cert.Arb) and Fully Insured. Registered Environment Agency Waste carrier

FOR ADVICE AND A FREE QUOTATION-tibbstrees@googlemail.com

6 Somer Lea,Chilcompton BA3 4HE

OR CALL 01761 239324 OR 07810 307 908




WILLIAMS
¢*HARRIS

CHARTERED TAX ADVISERS

We are a local company based in Chew Valley and Frome, with access to
Bath, Bristol and other surrounding areas. We specialise in:

Making Tax Digital

Payroll & VAT

Management Accounts

Accounts Preparation

Part-time Finance Director

Tax Planning

Tax Returns & Self Assessments

Property Rentals & CGT

Company Secretarial Contact us for a FREE initial meeting!
New Business Start Up amy@williamsharris.co.uk

BISHOP SUTTON OFFICE: 01275 333623 FROME OFFICE: 01373 453871
www.williamsharris.co.uk

Mendip Brass Band

w We are, at the tune of wuting, in

the midst of our summer playing
season. We began on 8t June by
playing at Collett Day 1 Shepton
Mallet and the tollowing Saturday
we were petforming at Oakhuill
' Festival. Next we were at Stoke
St. Michael school tete, which was
! opened by Michael Eavis. On the
Sunday following this, we wete
teally pleased to be asked to play
at the open-air service at the Rock of Ages, Burtington (see photo). This was a
new venture tor the band and we enjoyed the occasion very much. On 13t July we
were at Henton Chutch fete and dog show; a lovely day with a latge crowd. We

have played at Henton tor many years and are always made very welcome.

Eatlier in the year we were able to make donations to three charities, the amount
being £192.37 each to Paulton Hospital League of Frends, The Air Ambulance
and The Salvation Army. These tunds were raised when playing carols at local
supermatkets at Chuistmas time.  Jenny Gould.
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Redan Celebrates Chilcompton

We fteel so lucky to be part of such a wondertul, friendly wvillage. The Redan Celebrates

Chilcompton really felt like an intimate village day, with some also travelling trom outside.

We hope you all enjoyed yourselves and would like to thank you for supporting this annual
event and very much appreciate your custom all year through. Chilcompton really 1s worth

celebrating!

Thanks to all bands/singers and sound who give up their time to entertamn us, we appreciate
the wotk 1mvolved ftor you all, the cluldren of St Vigor’s and St John’s School for
pettorming thewr country dancing and parent helpers who work with us on the organisations

and on the stalls on the day, we couldn’t do 1t without you all.

We raised £1062.47, tlus has been donated to St Vigor’s and St John’s and The Nl
Nursery. Thank you to local compantes tor all of the kind raftle donations and event setup.

Everyone comung together tor such an event gives a great feeling ot commuuuty.

We are already looking forward to next year!

Dan Obern & Toby Gritten

One Hundred Blood Donations

One of our unsung heroes 1n this newsletter just keeps on
gving. Jenny Gould has recently been awarded a cettificate
matking her 100 blood donations.  She said, "I started giving
blood 11 1965 and have donated regulatly, whenever possi-
ble, ever sice then. It 1s a very worthwhile cause and we
never know when we mught need the service ourselves. (It
doesn’t hutt a bit, I promuisel)" She is currently on her 106t

donation.

Well done and congratulations Jenny.
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In Memory of John Webb
John Webb 1933 — 2019

I asked John several times to be the subject of ‘Chilcompton Lives’
which Mike Newman ably descubes in every newsletter and although
John was happy to talk to me about lus life and memories, he was too
modest and unassuming to agree. Now lus son Vince regrets lus
tather’s story wasn’t told, so hete we record some of his life.

John was bom 1n Wells Square, Radstock and brought up with his older brother, Bernard.
On leaving school he joined the Somerset & Dorset Rallway as a relief porter. (Porters on
reliet were pard 7/6d a week more.) Based in Radstock he was sent to various stations as he
was needed and in the eatly days he cycled to Midford, Shoscombe, Wellow, Batcombe,
Evercreech and as far as \LlllQOt\held There was often a hut provided, for lus breaks and
sandwiches, equipped with prmus stove and kettle for tea. Sometimes he would stay at a
station for a tew days, when the Station Master was away on holiday and he actually slept
and lived 1n hus hut.

It was when wotking at Chilcompton station that he saw a gl crossing the line between
trucks, but not 1 the saftely prescubed place, so he told her oft. Her tather was a platelayer
and sometime signalman and they lived 1 one of the railway cottages in the valley. Her
tetort to John was that she had always crossed whete she wanted to and would continue to do so! Not
a good statt to a relationship, but John married May in 1955 and they had seven cluldren.

By the 1970s when they were outgrowing their cottage, which May’s grandtather had
bought 1 1904, the tanuly moved mn with John’s mother in Radstock (10 people living in a
two-up two-down ftor several months!) wlile the cottage was extended and doubled in size.

John’s work with the raillway came to an end soon after 1966 when the Beeching axe tell
and he wotked at Mardens until his retirement. May died 1n 2009, but John soldiered on
with support from his tanuly and in later years he enjoyed travelling with Vince to Ireland,
Italy, Guemsey and France absotbing the history of such places. This was lus first time n
an aemplane’ ]olm was a keen gardener and grew flowers and vegetables, winning puzes at
the local flower show. Some of his children tollowed i lus footsteps with a love of
gardening and they often won the Fanuly Cup together.

John had a great sense of humour, often seeing the funny side ot things and this continued
throughout his last year when lus illness progressed. His well-attended funeral confirmed
the populatty of this kind and queet fanmuly man. Marlene Picktord

Older Drivers

The Parish Council 1s planning to host a talk that 1s directed at older drivers.

The presentation, called Route 60+, 1s provided tree by the Somerset County Counci Road
Satety team.

Steve Greenhalgh, from the team, said: “The talk 1s aimed at helping to keep older drvers
duving on the road sater for longer, we are very aware of when a person who lives 1 a
remote area has to stop driving it presents a ditticult litestyle change. In the talk we cover
stmteglex to help continue doving and otter (for a fee) a du\mg assessment with a duving
mstructor.”

Even’one who attends the event gets a free copy of the lughway code and other literature to
asstst them. The talk takes about an hour and there may be other emergency and health
professionals present.
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Building Contractors
& Developers Ltd.

winsleywhite.co.uk

01761 232361 info@winsleywhite.co.uk
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Chilcompton Lives... Graham Wood

Graham has lived in Chilcompton since 1940 but was born in
Wells 1n 1930. When Graham came to Chilcompton he first
lived in Lynch Hill. Sadly Graham’s mother died 1n 1936 aged
36. His tather martted agamn. Graham was only 5 at the tume.

Graham’s tather was a bus driver and worked on various routes.

He had two brothers called
Douglas and Raymond and
a sister called Irene. He

Graham today also had two step brothers,

Richard and John and a step sister, Ann
(Dawson).

Graham attended Coxley Junior School from
1935 to 1940 and Stockhull C of E 1n 1940 aged nine. Repurond & nhm july 1941

He only had one teacher all the time he was at Stocklhull School called Miss Healey.
He temembers Joe Dyke, the Headmaster, spotting a boy through the hoppet
windows putting the school clock forward so they could finish eatly. The boy

recetved the cane!

Graham didn’t take the Eleven Plus and left school in 1943 to attend Bath
Technical College. He was based at the Building Department just oft the Lower
Buistol Road and studied Masonty and Woodwotk. He travelled to college by tramn
trom Chilcompton Station to Green Patk Station in Bath where he walked the rest
of the way to college. Graham remembers playing tootball in the college yard. The

ball went over the wall and landed 1n a panter’s pant pot!

Graham spoke about the bombs dropped on Radstock during the war - one landed
i Victorta Square and another on Clements the Chemist on Bath Road. The
bombers missed their mtended tatget of the raillway system in Radstock. The tramn
would emit a light trom the coal i the engine tirebox. The light would normally be

covered by a sheet but sometimes could be seen trom the air.

Graham explamed that following the bombing raids i Bustol, he could see Bristol
alight from where he lived. He remembered the tank traps that were positioned at
the back of Lynch Hill and the troop tramns passing by the back of his garden

— often with 2 engines — one being unhitched at Maesbury.

In 1946 Graham became an Apprentice Carpenter and Jomer at S W Fosters
Radstock. He had a break from his apprenticeship trom 1950 to 1952 to join the
RAF to complete his National Service. >>
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>>  Graham was stationed near Blackpool and went on
a signaller’s course 1 Notfolk where he leatned Morse
Code. From an underground cubicle he sent dummy

messages from land to aircratt at 18 words per munute.

Graham returned to Fosters and completed his

apprenticeship 1 1957.  Fosters was short of work

Graham in Uniform

which meant that Graham was loaned to Plummer and
Hockey. This was meant to be for a month but he stayed until 1976 working in

their carpenters shop or on building sites.

In 1976 Graham wotked tor Jacksons Fencing selling tencing panels, tools and wire
tencing for cattle and deer. This involved Graham driving the Jackson’s van to
farmers’ markets i Gloucester, Taunton, Salisbury, Abetgavenny and Cowbridge.

Graham retired 1 1995 although he continued to wotk for Jacksons on Saturday

mornings until 2000.

Graham met his wite to be, Jen (Janice)

Bishop, at her 215t birthday party. He |
was invited by lus brother Raymond
who knew Mildred, Jen’s sister. Jen
lived i Benter and at the top of Stockhull

Road on the corner of Coal Lane. She

! ki

went to Stocklull and Somervale Schools. L ® ‘
1g 10 2010

-
Ravmond married Mildred Graham and Jen's Wedding & Golden Weddu

Jen worked at WJ Brown’s Nursery in Wells at the site now occupied by Tesco
— Browns moved to its current site near Coxley. Jen and Graham had a lot in
common — Jen knew a lot about tlowers and they both shared a keen mterest in

gardens.

The couple enjoyed coach holidays travelling to Scotland, Ireland, The Isle of Man
and Ttaly.

They moved to Monstrs Close in 1998.

Graham and Jen had two daughters, Tina, a school bursar and Julie, a post lady.
} g > ¥ > A | )

Both daughters had two sons giving Graham and Jen tour grandsons.

Sadly Jen passed away i1 March 2018.

In retitement Graham is still a keen gardener and now plays bowls at Prattens
having played previously i the village hall.

If you have enjoyed reading this article and would like to shate your memories, or
know someone who would, please contact Mike Newman on 01761 233838

ot the editor.
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Many Thanks...

A big thankyou to John and Sue Anderson who undertook to remove the weeds
trom the pavement at the front of the village hall car park. They did an excellent
job and we are gratetul to them. Such community spirit deserves recognition.

Well done!

Your Village Needs You!

It you have time and skills that might be an asset to the community then please
let us know.

The Paush Council 1s seeking to compile a potential list of volunteers who might
be available to assist in doing various odd jobs around the village.

Such wotk might include: cleaning road signs, weeding bus shelter garden, war
memorttal paving, other small areas such as by the bus shelter and telephone box,
removing weeds from dramns, cleatng the ponds, repairing/staming benches,
cutting back on tootpaths, stiles and gates.

Obviously, any matertal costs would be paid tor by the Patsh Council, so what
1s being sought 1s your tume, ettort and know-how.

If a job came up the cletk would email the list asking, ‘anyone up for 1t Then,
if necessary, a working party could be constructed.

Contact: patisheletk(@chilcompton.otg

Remembrance Day Service 2019

The Annual Remembrance Day service will this year be on Sunday 10t November,
and as 1s our tradition, starting at 3pm. This year marks the 80t anniversary of the
outbreak of the second wotld war as we commemorate those members of the

village who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Once again thete will be a bitet outdoor service at the cenotaph tollowed by tea
and cakes at the Village Hall, a Parish Council subcommittee are curtently making
arrangements for the event. Since moving to our curtent service format 4 years ago
we have seen both the number of people attending 11sing and a wider participation
trom village bodies 1 taking part in the service; we hope thus will continue agamn

this year.

We would like as many villagers as possible to be patt of the event, in particular
laying a wreath; 1t you would like to take patt 1 some way please contact the Parish
Cletk. We can then atrange for you to do so and point you in the direction of

whete you can purchase a wreath.

We hope to see as many ot you as possible at the War Memorial and atterwards

i the Village Hall.
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The Redan Inn
Fry's Well, Chilcompton
Radstock,
Somerset BA3 4HA
01761258560
www.theredaninn.co.uk
theredaninn@outlook.com

THE REDAN INN

Christmas menu available
Christmas party bookings being taken now

Take-away Fish and Chips available for £10
From Tuesday to Saturday served in compostable containers
Might be a wait at peak times

Sunday Roasts are served from midday until 7pm
Booking advisable




Free Concerts for the Village

Musicians South West 1s a collective of musicians who bring live performance to
new audiences in Somerset and beyond. The group are putting on four ftree
musical events, 1 a settes entitled ‘Autumn Serenade’, i1 the Village Hall during the
next few weeks. )

Protessional pianist and organiser, Jacquelyn Bevan, says
!1 o8 quely )

people should not be put oft by the word ‘concert’ as the

emphasts will be on mtommality and light-heattedness.

She said: “We've found that people love it when you
come and do something in their village because they don’t
need to travel. One of the joys is to be able to walk to
something, especially if it’s free. The idea is to get people
who don’t normally go to concerts to come to an informal
live pertormance - and they tind they enjoy it. At least
halt our audience members have never been to a concert
betore.”

Musicians South West have been operating as a non-profit
company since 2013.  There are three directors, one
of Wlhicl’l 1s Jacquelyn and another 1s Carole Jenner-Timms,
a lughly respected flautist and music educator, a member
ot The Royal Soctety of Musicians and a
Chicompton tesident.

Jacquelyn said: “Carole and I have long
talked about putting on some concerts i Chilcompton Village Hall - it has a lovely
acoustic and a good electric prano, and we are looking torward to playing there.”
Thete is one musical evening to begin the series, and then three Sunday afternoon
caté concerts:

Saturday 28t September 7.30pm

‘Songs from the Shows’ with soprano Hannah Drury, Carole Jenner-Timms —
tlute and Jacquelyn Bevan — prano. Hannah will be singing some of the
best-loved songs trom Les Misérables, Niss Saigon and Phantomr of the Opera, and
Carole will play jazz standards by Gershwin and Cole Porter and others.
Sunday 6% October 4pm

Duetto” Malcolm Pollock and Carole Jenner-Timms play inspirational music
tor two tlutes, including Valse des Fleurs and Madeleme Dimng’s humorous
Tti0, accompanied by Jacquelyn Bevan.

>>

26



>>

Sunday 20t October 4pm
A Little Night Music Ttio Paradis (Jacquelyn Bevan — piano, Lisa Betteridge —
violin and Linda Stocks — cello), who ate the resident Palm Court Trio at
Midsomer Notton Town Hall, where they ]l)lny a lunchtime concert on the
tirst Fuday of every month, play one ot their favourite collections: music
mspired by mght time, including Send in the Chnns from A Littl Night Music,
Barcarolle, Quiet Night of Quiet Stars (Corcovado), Night and Day, and S tardust.

Sunday 27t October 4pm
A Song and Dance. Catole Jenner-Timms — flute, Stmon Naylor — oboe and
JncqueTyu Bevan — piano, play a lively programme of songs and dances from
around the world. This concert 1s particularly suitable for children, so it is
hoped tamilies will attend, and it 1s tine to dance if there’s space!

Entry 1s tree, with a retiring collection after each performance, proceeds goimng to

‘Heads Up’ dementia charity in Horrington.

For all the events thete will be caté seating (space permitting) with refreshments:

tea, cottee and cakes etc, available.

Litter Pick

The autumn litter pick will take place on Saturday 19% October. Please
could volunteers meet at the Village Hall at 10.00am

Sun 1st December 2pm « Tues 3rd December 6.30pm
Wed 4th December 6.30pm « Sat 7th December 2pm

£ 3 8 O O % *includes all materials and refreshments
o Please bring along your own secateurs
CAMERTON COURT, CAMERTON, BATH BA2 0PU

Contact Julieann on tel: 01761 479319
Email: camertoncourtbath@gmail.com
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In Memory of Colin Leslie Carver
Bown 26% February 1937. One of 14 children.

He tist went out with Marlene on 6% Apul 1956 and they married
on 15% Match 1958, celebrating 60 years of martiage last year
with a message from the Queen.

Matlene and Colin had two children Jacqueline and Kevin.
Jacqueline martied Steve and gave Colin and Matlene two grandchildren — Lisa and
Chustopher along with Granddaughter in Law Claire and four great grandchildren
Molly, Lily, Oscar and Finlay ot whom he thought the wotld.

Colin lived 1 Chilcompton all ot his life and was both a samt and a simnner — he
was a choir boy at the local chutch and went tfrom thete to scrumping apples.

Despite losing an eye when he was 14, due to a tlying spoon, he still managed to
wotk until his 65t birthday. His first job was working on a tarm and from there he
went to wotk for Sheppard’s Saw Mills. When the Saw Mills closed he then went
to work for William Oakleys.

Colin had a love of Big Band Music and dancing and tollowing dance lessons
did manage to gain some medals tor dancing. Matlene and Colin spent many an
evening at dances sometimes taking their granddaughter Lisa with her friend and
also developed their love of dancing.

He had a few favourite TV and radio programmes that he just had to watch ot
listen to, such as Dads Atmy and Mrs Brown’s Boys.

Colin loved to be on time ftor everything and was always ready to go at the time
suggested and woe betide anyone who kept him warting. He liked to get up eatly in
the morning, now to most people eatly is probably 6 - 7Tam to Colin this was late
and eatly was 3 - 4am. Needless to say this did not always go down well with some
ot the famuly, especially at Christmas when he decided that children should be up
opening presents ‘eatly’, so used to get up eatly and make so much noise that there
was no option but to get up.

He liked to try new things including tood and you always knew it he loved it ot
hated 1t. He tred pizza that lus Grand Daughter in Law Claire had cooked on Boxing
day this year - admuttedly he fist thought he had picked up quiche tor lus plate - and
declared this ‘blooming lovely’, thus from someone who did not like ‘mucked up’ stutt.

Colin passed away 1 the RUH on the 17% February atter a short ilness and £340
was rarsed 1 donations at lus funeral at the Mendip Crematormum for Somerton
House sutgery and Urology dept RUH. He was later laid to rest at St Johns
Chutch. Chilcompton.  Kevin Catver, son.

It’s a Mystery

Curiously an anonymous (7) benefactor has turned up intending to plug the many
notorous potholes on the ownetless Abbey Road. So far the suspicious residents
are unwilling to cooperate. It wouldn’t happen i1 The Archers.
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Ash Dieback Disease - an update

Readers may recall that a year ago I made a valiant attempt to end my article on Ash Dieback
Disease on as posttive a note as I could muster; being the 'glass half full' man that I am.

It 1s with a heavy heatt, theretore, that I have to concede that my optimism has been sorely
dashed with the relentless advance of this pemicious scourge on the local ash tree population.

That the etfect of the disease on ourlandscape 1s phvmg out before our eyesisunquestionable.
Of more immediate and setious concern, however, 1s the impact on ‘ndividual trees and
what the implications ate for public satety.

Ifyou have an ash tree or trees on land that
you own I would urge you to read on...

It 1s your responsibility to survey for signs
of the disease. The picture below shows an
example of trees with advanced symptoms of
the disease. Ifitis present, you need to actin
a structured and proportionate manner tnkmg
mto account any nsks to pubhc satety.

Here ate some key pomts to be aware of :

Trees on your land are your responsibility

ki

Once ash die back has infected an ash tree the
tree can be at considerable risk of structural faillure. The tree can shed branches and limbs,
ot the whole tree may even collapse.

Large trees have the potential to kill or senously mjure people and damage propetty and
velucles — this should be the paramount consideration tor tree owners when deciding how to
manage ash trees aftected by Ash Dieback.

A key health & safety consideration for tree owners should be “what 1s 1n the target area
around the tree should it fall or shed limbs?’. For example the 1sk posed by the tree to
mfrastructure (power lines, gaslnes and telecoms), highways, areas around occupied buildings
and other peopled areas such as public nights of way, should be very caretully considered.

Preventing Access to Trees —1if a tree owner has concerns about the safety of a tree, it may
be prudent to cordon oft the tree(s) to prevent access to the area where a tree may tall, as a
shott-term measure until a tree can be propetly mspected.

Inspection ot Trees should wherever possible be cartied out by a competent tree inspector

who has relevant experience necessary to assess the tree and the risks and to recommend
work to be carried out on the tree.

Tree Surgery should wherever possible be cartied out by a competent tree surgeon who has
relevant experience necessary to assess the tree and the usks and to catry out the necessary
wotk on the tree.

When to take action....

It 1s becoming widely accepted that once more than 50% of a tree’s canopy 1s observed to
be attected by Ash Dieback (and nota separate disorder) it isunlikely that the tree will recover.

It 1s, however, strongly advisable to take action before a tree reaches tlus stage because as
deadwood sections mcrease mn size they are likely to be shed and where vulnerable targets
are i the fall path, works will become necessary to control the usk, either by way ot whole
tree telling, pruning out dead/ dangerous parts or moving the target where possible. At this
stage the tree may be too unstable for a tree surgeon to climb and as a consequence the cost
of carryimg out wi otks will be ¢ onstderably e reased.

In a time of uncertainty on many fronts you may think this yet another example of 'project
tear'. Ttisn't. It's happening now and it's happening here.  Alister Rankine
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40th Chilcompton Flower Sho

e ™

The 40% Chilcompton Society Flower Show saw an enotmous village talent

tevealed with baking, vegetables and flowers making for a colouttul display tor
visitors. The Hobbies and Cratt section was excellent, embracing knitting, sewing,
quilting, upholstery, embroidery, floral arrangements, photos and paintings. The
committee was please to see 12 newcomers exlubiting for the first tume with Martin
Stevens winning the newcomers cup with his Victoria Sponge.

Section winners were: N Holder, Pat Rich, [osie Boxall, Andrey Brown, Marlene Pickford,
Jon Crouch; Jane Kerton was overall shon: winner.
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This small show s just viable with entry
tees, rattle and door takings covering the
costs of putting on the event. Thanks must
go to the commuttee and helpers, who work
hard to make it a success. David Rogers
has been the otganiser for more than 20
years. We congratulate them all including
the entrants and supporters who ensure the
show goes on. The Committee P>
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BAND
TOGETHER

Truespeed is simple: enough people in your
community sign up and... ta-dah! Ultrafast
broadband, direct to every door. So, however
you spend time online, it's bye bye buffering.

Register your interest at Truespeed.com

Free broadband for local schools ) TRUESPEED

Sign up at Truespeed.com Truly better broadband.




SEASONED
MATHS TUITION HARDWOOD LOGS

e Best quality air dried Logs
Up to GCSE level « Various sized loads to suit
o Free delivery in local area
» Nets also available with
free delivery locally

Make sure that your child
has those core skills to achieve

the grade he/she needs (for 5ap mers neis)
Malcolm Rigby All timber is harvested
and processed by us from
Maths Oxford Graduate sustainably managed woodlands
Tel: 01761 232974 For orders or details contact us on
. Tel: 01761 439 419
“He did wonders for my son” .
Mobile: 0700 243 572

— Ann-Marie Davis.
Email: somervalley.ts@gmail.com

Website: somervalleytreeservices.com

Dear Editor,

Bontires and smoke causing dismay.

We live the lower end ot Bakers Lane. Can I please wiite a very polite request
through this great village magazine to the one or two residents living i the upper
halt ot our lane who light bontires? It 1s very rate for me to complain about any-

thing but yet again this year two lovely evenings have sadly been spoiled by bontire

smoke or smoke trom outside burners for those living turther down the lane.

The last episode on a Saturday late atternoon was from somebody living on the
tight side of Baker’s Lane going up the hill lighting a fire... I had washing hanging
out which was ruined by the smell ot smoke and I had to close all the house
windows. We ate blessed with a lane which still teels as though we ate close to the
countryside, beautitul spring evenings with tresh air. Bontire smoke 1s so
un-neighboutly and can linger around for ages and prevents gardening and sitting
outside. Dear upper lane residents — 1t might be blowing away from your gardens —
but it attects everyone lower down. Your consideration would be so much

apprectated. Thank you very much.  (Anonymous) Resident of Bakers Lane.
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September is Emergency Preparedness Month!

Indeed. Bet you didn’t know that. Somerset Prepared will be joining in the
preparedness campaign with a ditferent focus for every week ot the month.
Sometset Prepared is a multi-agency partnership working closely with communities
to deliver advice, support i) training to help enhance local tesilience to
emetgencies. Bet you didn’t know that esther.

Over the month the organisation will be focussing on how individuals,
communities and businesses can be mote prepated but also on how volunteers can
get involved.

~ LETTERS ~
Dear Editor,

I have today received the March 2019 Edition of this splendid Magazine, recently
enhanced with the introduction ot colour.

May I conggatulate you and the numerous volunteers who work diligently to
produce what 11 my opmnion s a first class read, well presented and describing the
many activities held i this thriving village, with much emphasis placed on those
actwities atmed at educating and developing the future of our young people.

Having spent 20 years of my lite in the village (1979-1999) during which time my
wite was active as President of the local WI, Chairperson and member ot the Ladies
Chotr and member of the Chilcompton Society, it was a pleasure to return to my
home 11 The Broadway trom my busy life in the City to relax and enjoy lite in

this pleasant rural envitonment. Many pleasurable walks wete enjoyed 1n the
surtounding area, amongst others was the Sunday morning jaunt with my
Grandchildren through the Watercress beds in the Valley passing by the pig tarm
and ending 1n the play area alongside Street ponds.

This edition of your magazine highlighted in patticular two issues of great personal
interest, that ot ‘Chilcompton Lives” and ‘Unsung Hero’.

The tormer identitied the life of Daphne Tuippick, a lovely gentle Lady who made a
great contribution to the education of many young children and gave of her tume
tor the benefit of village actrvities.

The later described the tise and fall of the Chilcompton Brass Band and its
formation mto what is today known as The Mendip Brass Band.

Having been active and an avid suppotter of the Brass Band movement for over 80
years thus article brought back many pleasant memortes.

Finally, may I wish thus magazine a great tuture and extend my gratetul thanks to all
mnvolved with its publication, not forgetting the individuals who literally post 1t
through my door.

Yours sincerely,

Tony Sims
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For all your motoring needs we offer:

A fine selection of pre-owned carefully selected
low mileage cars for sale. For our latest stock please

go to: www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk
Or contact Jon Bush or Dave Fowler

Tel: 01761 417470

Email: sales@davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Full workshop facilities including

MOT Testing

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

Air Conditioning

Fully skilled & experienced technicians
Free courtesy cars available

Free collection & delivery

- Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton e Tel: 01761 417470

FOWLERS

www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Since 1988
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Free Legal Surgery

Every Thursday 5 - 6pm.

www.th-law.co.uk Serving the
il community for
01761 414646 M . nearly 250

Thalcher + Hallam ULF, Isiand House, Thatcher + Hallam Solicitors
Midsomer Norton, Bath BA3 2H) years

Then & Now
The Street
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Jack Wratten

Jack Wratten, an evacuee in Chilcompton duting the war died in July in Essex. He
always returned to the village annually to see frends from the war years.

(Editor’s note: In an interview more than 20 years ago, Jack told me he was just 11
years old when he came down trom London. The children were taken into a
school classroom where they were allotted tamilies. But he and lus little brother
were left shuftling their feet atter everyone had gone — they had run out of families.
Jack sard: “We did teel a bit neglected, but then we got a bigger shock; we were told
we would have to go to the police station!” Fortunately, they discovered, it was not
to spend a night i1 a police cell, but to stay a few days with the family ot the village
bobby. Jack also said: “Eatly on we definitely telt homesick, but we soon got into
the swing of village lite, people made us teel welcome.”)

Council Matters

Welcome to Pansh Council section of the latest village magazine, I hope you have had an
enjoyable summer.

We are currently four months mto the new Pansh Council tollowing elections in May,
that saw the departure ot Chustine Foster and Duncan Rideout. As a result of the latter’s
departure we now have a new vice chairman, with Richard Motgan succeeding to the role.
In May only one new councillor, Martin Bown jomed us and consequently we found
ourselves three short of our full complement. In the imterim we have recruited one more
councillor, Lesley Newman. I would like to welcome both Martin and Lesley and wish
them a long and successful time on council. However, we remain short of numbers, so if
you would like to be part of the Patish council and believe you could help the village please
contact the Parish Cletk.

May also saw us get two new MDC Councillors and they have immediately inhented the
ssue of 106 money for turther development of the play area, an issue that dogged their
predeaesson Having watten that hopetully this 1ssue may be neanng completion betore
only tor 1t to remain unresolved, I am hesitant to do so again, however there m: ay be light at
the end of this tunnel; tingers crossed!

At the recreation tield itself we have replaced the gate and hopetully improved the egress
trom the site. The sports tield at the top of the village continues to thuve (Congratulations
to the football 15t team who (01111)leted the double of Somerset FA Sentor Cup winners and
County League winners) and after much wotk around the village i recent months we will
hopetullv be getting Tme\peed Broadband shozxtly.

In the last message I wrote about the increase in precept and how we intended to use the
extra money generated on projects around the village. Although early m that process, we
have begun. We have added extra areas to be cut and stummed by our contractors, which
will hopetully improve the appearance of the village and employed a protessional contractor
to clean and renovate the War Memoral, to leave it mn the best possible condition going

torward. — ,ﬁ_;

As a result of the changes to council m May we lost the services of
Chustime Foster. Chustine had revitalised the litter picking day with the
result that thus spring we saw the largest numbers of parishioners taking
part ever. We want to mamtain that momentum going forward. The
Autumn date has been scheduled for 19t October, from 10am at
the Village Hall. We hope to see a number of you there. Going
torward we are still searching for someone to succeed Chuistine; if you
would like to be our clean up co-ordinator please contact me or ‘the
Parish Cletk.  Jonathan Pike, Chairman of the Patish Council.
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Your Local Village

ESTATE
AGENT

(H) Expertise
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HARROD PROPERTY

SALES & LETTINGS

BOOK A FREE VALUATION
01761233501« 07740896 085 « info@harrodproperty.co.uk
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Number One in Boats

You might not be aware of this but the Pele of the wotld of naval architecture
actually lives 1n our village and has been a resident for more than forty years.

Appatently there 1s hardly a single boat designer i this
country who does not have a copy of a textbook by one
Kenneth Rawson on their desk. He’s the main man.

Ken, now i lus nineties, can often be seen walking along The
Street with lus wite, Rhona, walking their dog Robbie.

Starting off with an apprenticeship in the Portsmouth
dockyards he went on to the Royal Naval College n
Greenwich, obtamung a tirst class certiticate 1 1950.

His eatly wotk included helping the design of the Royal
Yacht Butannia and restoration duties on the Cutty Sark.

Rising through the ranks of the Admuralty he eventually
became Chief Naval Architect. But following the
Falklands War and a national debate over whether ‘shott #

tat boats’ were more effective and efticient than long
thin ones, he resigned n 1983.

He moved back to academia, heading the Department of Design Technology at
Biunel University for six years. But also durnng this period he became chair of the
Royal Institute of Naval Architects and campaigned vigorously i another national
debate about safer ferries.

. Ken met his witfe Rhona in Plymouth when she was
just 17. The couple, with their three children, moved
' to Chilcompton in 1977. Rhona, who is very attistic,
tormed the Chilcompton Art Club, which s still
| going now (see page 43). She was also one of the
group of artists who completed the mural that can
still be seen in the village Hall.

After his second retitement 1 1989 Ken became
Sectetary of the Chilcompton Twinning Comnuttee,
he says 1 his modestly entitled autobiography ‘Ever
the Apprentice” “I found that I was the only person
with a smattering ot French and the exchanges with
Montsurs were not always easy... We spent time
with three or four families and made some really good triends among the French.”

The couple were also mvolved with the Chilcompton Gatdening Club — Rhona
being the Speakers Sectetary for eight years.

My son, who 1s also a naval architect, cannot understand why a local street has not
been named atter this man who was champion i his tield.  Malcolm Righy
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No-Dig Wins The Day!

As ever it has been a mixed season for gardening, mixed weather and failure mixed
with success with the plants.

The gardening season started with an unseasonably hot Easter, went through an
unseasonably wet and cold June and at time of writing 1s a typically variable August.
Notable tailures in the vegetable garden were the peas — normal and sugar snap but
a surprising success was the best carrots we have ever grown.

The success that I want to concentrate on however s our potatoes. Since embmcing
the no-dig method of gardening (see Chilcompton Matters March 2019), the
normal trench and earth up method of potato growing is a thing ot the past. It was
hard work persuading my husband Alister to put away lus earthing-up tools - he
used to pride himselt on lus tidy earthed up rows of neatly labelled potatoes - but
persuade him I did and we have been very impressed by the results.

The experiment began i late March when the chitted potatoes
were laid on top of the soil 1 rows with notmal spacing.

Each tow was covered with enough straw to exclude the light.

Over subsequent weeks the .
tows were ‘earthed-up’ using mainly straw with some
grass cuttings and compost to help bind the straw
together, until the whole bed was covered in a
s thick layer of straw "
“ through which the
potato bind appeared. And that was that — no
weeding requited as there was no bare soil ftor

weeds to get mnto.

The moment of truth came in July when the bind from the eatlies (we planted
‘Chatlotte’) began to die back. What would we tind under the straw? Harvesting
couldn’t be easter, we pulled back the straw and there underneath each plant was a

\ collection of pertectly formed potatoes ready to wash,
cook and eat. Much easter to harvest than digging and far
less chance of leaving any behind to produce ‘volunteer’
1)1:111ts in amongst next yenr’s crops.

There has been a lot in the news lately about the poor state
ot the wotld’s soils and the need for action to preserve
them and some soil scientists have claimed that the UK
has only enough soil lett for another 100 harvests.  Whlst
: we as gardeners cannot solve the world’s soil problems by
our actions, we can at least preserve the health and productivity of the small
amount ot the earth that we have custodianship of mn our litetimes. Those of us
lucky enough to have ownership or use of a prece ot land, however small, must use
it and nurture it with the aim of passing it on to the next generation in as good or
better state as 1t was when 1t came into our custody. Embracing a no-dig method
of gardening 1s one large step i that direction.  Sue Rankine
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Chilcompton Coffers
A review of the Parish Council finances was undertaken to ensure robust financial
health of the Patish budget over the next tive years.
This occurs against a backdrop of continued austerity diminishing District and
County Council services, which s likely to have a significant etfect upon village life.
The Council agreed to increase the Parish budget for 2019 /20, which will allow us
to plan specitic projects to improve the tabric and well-being of the village.
There ate a number of projects already identitied. For instance, we have completely
renewed the entrance to the Old Recreation ground.
The precept had not gone up for a very long time and still will remain in line with
the middle third of villages across B[emhp

As a thrving populu village, we would love tor people to bung their ideas or
suggestions to us for speutm projects for consideration. There ate <>111\ 10 people
out of a population of 2000 villagers on the Parsh Council and we re: 111\ do need
your ideas — I’m sure there are many and we look torward to heatng from you.

Philip Holme, member of the Finance sub-commuttee

Short Mat Bowls

. This Thursday aftternoon group continues to enjoy the game.
There is always toom for more players; a welcome awatts, so come
along to the village hall at 2pm. and have a go.

David Rogers 01761 233142.

STEVE DAVIS

GENERAL BUILDER

BRICK BLOCK AND STONE SPECIALIST

TEL: 01761 232638
MOBILE: 07970 818082

email: steve davis43@hotmail.com
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Beware of Rogue Driveway Repairers

A favourtte tactic of rogue traders 1s to target vulnerable people at home ottering
services like ditveway and paving repairs but charge far too much for a poor-quality
or unfiushed job or take the money up tront and vanish without doing any work.
They may also tail to give the customer paperwotk, including a 14-day cooling-ott
period, that they are legally required to provide.

They may say they are working for the council or other authority and show
identification cards to try to look legitimate. They may say they have leftover
tatmac from resuttacing LOJdS but council or lncrh\vaxs authorities would never
otter leftover materials to the publm

Not all traders who cold call are rogue traders, but it’s important to remember the
golden rules:

e Never agtee to wotk from someone you think might be a rogue trader.
e If you’re not sute, don’t open the door.

e It an otter seems too good to be true, it probably is.

e Use your door chain when opening the door to strangers.

e Propetly check the identity ot callers before opening the door.

e Keep doors and windows secure.

If you think a crime is being committed now ot you are in danger, call the police on
999 immediately.

For non-emergencies, call the police on 101.
To report a problem with a trader and get advice, call Citizens Advice on
03454 040506.
It you want to have work done at home:
e Get three quotes from teputable businesses you trust.
e Ask frends or family for recommendations.
e Use a scheme or association to tind reliable busimesses. For example:

e Find local, trustworthy businesses through the Buy With Contidence
scheme. All businesses i the scheme ate vetted, approved and monitored by
Trading Standards. Visit buywithcontidence.gov.uk or call 01392 383430.

e Or use a member of an appropuate reputable trade association. Members
must stick to their codes of practice. If a trader says they are a member of an
association, check this 1s true.

¢ Decide who to use in your own time.

Remember, it you agtee to work i your home that will cost more than £42, you
are legally entitled to a 14-day cooling-ott period i which you can change your
mund before the work statts. It you agree to the work starting within that time, you
will be liable tor any cost incutred by the business up until the point at which you
cancel.

This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading Standards
Service https:/ /www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk
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Chilcompton Art Club

Chilcompton Art Club held a very successtul 'Open Day' event in June, at St. John's
Church Hall, Chilcompton, and would like to thank all the local people who
took tume out to drop by. It was very well attended, and the club recerved many
complimentary comments about the standard of work.

Club members were asked to submit their
works of art that they have completed
over the past 12 to 15 months, this result-
ed 1 over 70 pamntings being placed on
display. Also included as past of the day,
members were asked to submit entries
mnto the annual competition, the subject
tor this year was 'Seascape’.

Over twenty entuies wete placed on display and members and visitors asked to vote tor
their three favourite images.

The winning entry, by just one
vote, was pamnted by Anne
24 Davenport.

Chilcompton Art Club's next big event will be a week-long exhibition in the Wells
Cathedral clossters 7th to the 14th September. This will be tollowed by a two hout
watercolour workshop taken by local artist Catherine Beale on Wednesday 9th
October, and then to round oft the year, Saturday 23td November 1s the date tor
the club's 'all day' bumper annual exhibition, with lots of pictures and cards on
display, i time tor Christmas presents.

The club s always welcoming to new members, and meets at St John's Church
Hall, Chilcompton every Wednesday and Friday morning between 10:00 and 12:00.
Thexe are no restrictions on ab1hty, with plenty of patking space and disabled
access 1s also avaiable. More details on our website: www.chilcomptonartclub.uk

or our Facebook page or contact: Amanda Mayes (Chauperson) 01761 232475 or
Nigel Punchard (Secretary) 01761 413579

CY\\\COMP“OV\ All are welcome to our tun and fuendly playgroup with
your babtes, toddlers, pre-schoolers on Tuesday mornings
trom 10-12 term tume only in the village hall Chilcompton.

B ) 7 There ate lots of fun activities, a variety of toys and
\a‘ﬁgYOP » each week we offer different Crzjt‘t,“messy play and sensory
activities suitable for all ages. Cotftee and tea are available
tor adults and healthy snacks tor children. Only £2 suggested donation per tamuly.
New faces ate very welcome, please just turn up or 1t you need turther information
and would like to volunteer please email us chilcomptonplaygroup(@hotmail.com
ot check us out on Facebook.
This 1s a patent led playgroup so we patticulatly appreciate extra pairs of hands, we
would love it if you could help us with kitchen duties, snack preparation and clearing
away toys for e:\Jmple. Any help, however frequent, would be very welcome.

We look torward to seeing you and your little ones!
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Unsung Heroes

Unsung hero, Alan Gould, could be described as the salt-ot-the-earth, always willing to help
anyone m need; but this time we get 2 for 1 as lus wite Jenny works just as hard on all the
jobs he volunteers for. He ran a greengrocer’s shop all hus working lite, which took up
much of his time.

He and Jenny came to Chilcompton mn 1969. A keen supporter ot rughy and tootball, he
helped run youth tootball teams and in more recent years supported his grandson mn High
Littleton by matking out the ground every week. And now they have a new venture helping
children with special needs with football on Saturday mormngs.

Alan became a paush councilor in 1997 and was noted for rematking at the end of very
late-night sittings that there was no pomt m going to bed as he had to be up at 4am to get to
Bustol Matket! He became the chairman of the Twinnmg comnuttee and supported by
members, arranged many exchange visits with Montsurs, which included young footballers.
Shottly after he retired the group regrettably disbanded.

When the village hall comnuttee was i dire straits, although solvent, but with few trustees,
Alan stepped m1, became chairman and Jenny took over as booking secretary; more comnut-
tee members were found and the tumaround gamed them the best hall in Somerset m 2007.
I remember one summer Jenny scrubbed 180 hall chairs and painted the metal legs. That’s

dedication! They also pamnted the baratea mn the hall and undertook catetaking duties too.

In retitement Alan and Jenny jomed Mendip Brass band and both have been very supportive
covering many jobs, mcluding taking care ot bookings.

For the last few years Alan has been tending
the coal truck at the bottom of Rock Road,
supplymng all the plants without thought for
any recognition, all at lus own expense; also
cleaning and panting 1it. Wlile working on
the truck, he would joke with passers-by,
'T was lucky to get this job, you have to be
over 75 to qualify!'

Alan and Jenny can be seen weeding the
pavers at the War Memoumal from tume to

tune. He has helped tidy the bus shelter and
garden. He also planted datfodils wlule on the council and has had time to record lus
memoutes of Midsomer Norton and Westtield, punted recently in the Journal.

It 1s good that we have such volunteers n the village, who just step i and get on with tasks
without being asked and we are gratetul that we have these two quetly working away and
with such good humour.  Matlene Pickford

Green Policy
The Paush Council has set up a sub-commuttee to establish an environmental
policy for the village.
It you have any thoughts on the subject do contact Parish Councillors Alan

Bowhay, Martin Bown, Philip Holme, Richard Morgan or the Parish Cletk.
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Anniversaries Celebrations
Malcolm Righy has a pint at The Redan with top lawyer William Weller

Local law firm Thatcher & Hallam i1s currently
celebrating two key anniversaties. The business is based
i Midsomer Norton but the senior partner of the
company s a long time Chilcompton resident.

William Weller said: “Thete’s two anniversattes coming
up, there’s 250 years that Thatcher and Hallam can trace
its roots back to that period of time.”

Mt Thatcher and Mr Hallam do not go back 250 years,
but the company can soutce its origins to that date. In
tact Ted Hallam, who lived in Kilmersdon, wotked tor

the firm mnto his 90s and only died three years ago.

“Then there’s 35 yeats of us running a free legal surgery. I think it was almost the
very eatliest actu: 111}: We ran 1t at that time because there wasn’t anyone who could
provide legal advice tor free i those kinds of circumstances.

“People need free advice. It you can provide that then sometimes they can sort
themselves out, if not you can at least signpost them, or alternatively you can say
this 1s what we can do to help. It's a commuiuuty project really and we didn’t expect
it to last as long as 1t did.”

Over the years 1t 1s estimated that more than 13,000 people have been helped and
Will calculates that many of those came trom Chilcompton.

He adnuts that his career path has not been the norm for lus trade. “I’m a bit of an
oddball, I came as a kid straight out ot law school and stayed for 35 years wotking
tor the same tirm. It was unusual then and it’s Very unusu al now. And that’s
because they’re a lovely bunch of people to work with. If you like the people and

2]

the atea — there’s not much pomt i moving somewhere else is theres

Now the senior partner, it 1s as a specialist personal injury and clincal negligence
lawyer that Will has earned his reputation both locally and regronally.

“It you enjoy people, if you look atter people well and you’re successtul in what
you do and I am successtul, you end up hopetully making a ditterence to their lives.
Sometimes it’s quite straightforward, quite often it 1sn’t. We’te lucky enough to
wotk for all sorts of mteresting tolk who come to us because we know what we’re
doing and we look atter them well.”

Adding, “I enjoy winning of course, I’'m a courtroom lawyer.”

Of all those years with Thatcher and Hallam more than 20 have been spent
bringing up his tamily 1 Chilcompton.  “I thunk it’s a great blend actually, the
people, the community; 1t’s a working village but 1t’s actu: IHV latge enough tor me, I
don’t want somewhere too small, then there’s the close proxumuty to work.
“Aesthetically, 1t’s a lovely place. We’te lucky to have two pubs, a garage, a post
oftfice, we’re 1 close proximuty to Wells, Bath and Buistol. We’ve got a dog and 1t’s
a beautitul place to walk. Garden backs on to the pub. But it you like somewhere
1’s because of the people.”
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BRIAN FEAR CARS

‘We specialise in quality, not quantity’
Used cars
Broadway, Chilcompton, Radstock. BA3 4JW

Tel: 01761 233110

E.mail: sales@brianfearcars.co.uk

| Did you know...
A n S O m C a b S MeLdiZ([))li:tri?tOCV:uncil

fund a loan scheme for homeowners

24/7 prebooked - six and eight seaters and landlords for essential home
Taxi - Private hire repairs and improvements?*
irports - Seaports - Nights out For more information’ visit:
— — - www.wessexresolutions.org.uk,

i call: 01823 461099,
Chilcompton e

01761 201487 enquiries@wrcic.org.uk

07969 556174 Your local, not-for-profit lender

working in partnership with
Mendip District Council

Wessex Resolutions CIC
Heatherton Park Studios,
Bradford on Tone,
Taunton, TA4 |EU

* Subject to Status
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New District Councillors

One ot the things Sam and I have enjoyed
most since our electton i May, has been
getting to know local people better. We've
met and spoken with lots ot people across the
village so tar but the first job we really got
stuck mto was the planning application at
Abbey Road. Sam wotked with the parish
counctl and residents to make sure the
planners at Mendip knew this was not an
: appropriate development tor the village.

Josh Burr Sam Phapp Fortunately, the developer recognised thus
and withdrew the application and we’re now waiting to see 1f another application s
brought torward.

At the council, we’ve both had something of a baptism of fire, with Sam taking up
the position at Mendip as Chair of Licensing, and me be(.ommg the new Chatr of
the Audit Committee. Sam’s been dealing with the fall-out trom the NASS BMX
Festival, which caused so much mconventence at the beginning of July. I's bulliant
that we have a venue like the Bath and West on our doorsteps, but there has to be a
balance with events like this, and local people were tightly and undetstandabl}
angry about the mayhem caused by orgatusers’ failure to manage traftic propedy. I
know Sam has his work cut out dealmg with this one.

I've had the slightly less colourtul task of assessing and checking on the Council’s
tinances.  Whilst the cupboard 1sn’t entirely bare, 1t’ll come as no surpuse that
anybody artving with a long shopping list 1111ght be disappointed. The order of the
day 1s doing more with less, and 1t’s a challenge we’re getting to grips with.

It you have any issues or concerns you’d like us to help with please contact us using
the details below.

Thanks, Josh Buit
Josh Burr 07814 749230 Cllr.burt@mendip.gov.uk
Sam Phripp 07564 737912 Cllt.Phripp@mendip.gov.uk

Somerset Wood

Plans are atoot to create a lasting memorial to those from Somerset who fought and fell
the First Woild War.

The 1dea 1s to create a wood by planting a tree for every soldier who died m the Great War.
It 1s thought that only two parshes were left unscathed and so 250 panshes will |
mterested.

The site of the wood will be within the panshes ot Cheddon Fitzpame and West Monkton
m the south of the county.

Nieteen soldiers trom Clicompton died i the war and the Pamsh Council are
mvestigating getting nvolved. Another option would be to plant 19 trees closer to home so
that there would be a memoual site within the village.
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Embroidery Experiences

Embroidery classes have now stopped tor the summer but
start again on Tuesday Lst October 2019 and Thursday 31d
October 2019 1 St. John’s Church Hall from 10.30am to
12.30pm. If you would like to try something new, why not

come along and see some of the varted wotk bemng done.
'‘Embroidery Expertences' mught just be what you are look-
ing for this winter. Please just turn up on the day or 1t you

would like more information, contact Mrs. Patricia Ardron

on 01761 232466.

Community Transport

Did you know that groups and clubs can hire the Midsomer Norton and Radstock
(12 seater) Community bus. This 1s a charty with volunteer drvers. Bookings:

01761 416910

Mendip Community Transport will also take group bookings (12 — 16 people):
01749 880613

For individuals without transport, you can book Dial-a-Ride on 01761 420042

Chilcompton Matters - Advertising - Can Now Be /11 Colour

The Chile ompton Matters newsletter 1s produced 1n the torm of an A5 size booklet
twice a yeat, in Spring (de adline mud-Febuuary) and Autumn (deadline mud-August).
For each edition 1 ,050 copies ate punted and distributed throughout Chilcompton.
Advertisements can be accepted in the tollowing tormats. Costs ate per 1ssue.

Full page - ‘portrart’ - n B&W / Greyscale £60 or mcluding Colour £120.
Halt page - landscape’ - in B&W / Greyscale £30 or including Colour £60.
Quarter page - ‘portrait’ - 1 B&W / Greyscale £15 or including Colour £30.

It you would like to advertise or you would like fusther mformation, please call us
on 01761 569863. It we ate out, please leave a message with contact detads and we

will get back to you. In order to assist the publication of the newsletter, please
inform us of your intention to advertise as soon as you can.

Thanks go to all who advertise in the newsletter, their continued support enables us
to produce Chilcompton Matters tor the benetxt of everyone i the village.

Kathy and Mike Hughes
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TRUSTED FINANCIAL
ADVICE THE
NFU MUTUAL WAY

For a real conversation call the

Bath office

on 01761 239382 or pop in and see us at

The Old Stables, Manor Farm, Stratton On The Fosse, Bath, BA3 4QF.

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products
and selected products from specialist providers. We'll explain the
advice services and the charges. Financial advice is provided by
NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England.
Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7B). Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.
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St Vigor and St John Church School (PTFA)
Throughout the year the parent, teacher, friends association (PTFA) have
continued to rase hunds with a numbet of activities and events, suppcutnlg the
school with educational toys, eqmpment and musical resources as well as additional
help with maths and outdoor equipment.

The summer tetm was a rather active one. Our annual Summer Fayre created
a vibrant atmosphere with class stalls, intlatables, food, cakes Jlld games
tor all to enjoy.

We also saw the departure of our wondertul Headteacher David Allinson who
has been with the school tor over 18 years. David mamtained extremely high
standards, supporting and tosterng creatrvity throughout his time with the school.
Throughout May, the children, teachers and the community worked together to
show David their appreciation by creating a really special qnodbve teaturing songs,
stortes, dancing and presentations. He will be very nussed.

From September 2019, we ate very excited to welcome our new Headteacher Chus
Chotley who will continue to guide the school 1n its learning and development.

This summer also saw the school researching The Dairy House and Roots
Connections Chatity based in Stratton-on-the- Fosse which is helping tackle rural
homelessness. The whole school visited the ch: arity taking part in den building,
fite making, tractor rides and learning about the farm. The school hopes to rase
additional funds tor the charity throughout the year. Our school ECO club
continues to manage the second hand unitorm stall, gndenmo vegetable produce
and recycling. We also now host a cusp packet L@L\tllllg box as well as eco bricks
to reduce waste. We are always on the look-out tor volunteer gardeners tor our
weekend gardening days tluoughc ut the year. Please get in touch with the school
tor further information about new dates. ot Vigor and St John's

Email: school@svsj.bwmat.org  Cartie Creamer
Dates for the future: A

Auction of pronuses - October 2019 / Christmas tayre 29th November 2019 5pm -7pm

Speedwatch
In the year 2018 Chilcompton CSW operated 74 roadside sessions with the police
having written to 373 drivers as a result.
These sessions were catried out at the 11 ditferent approved sites in rotation.
Ot those 373 speeding ditvers:
43 (11.5%) lived within Chilcompton
127 (34%) lived 11 the immediate villages and towns (MSN and Radstock)
This year, to date, 10 sites have been covered over 30 sessions resulting m 177
letters being sent out. Out of these sessions five had no speeding drivers tecorded,

this shows the presence of regular weekly sessions by the committed volunteers ate
making an impact on helping to keep you and your vxllage a sater place to live.

It you would like to join Chilcompton’s Speedwatch team, volunteers who are able
to give an hour a month to the village where they live are always welcome.

For more details contact: Judith Stantord email: CSWChilcompton(@hotmail.com
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Natural Wellness
Maintain your health with your body in mind/

I have been a professional Holistic Practitioner
and Reflexologist for 30 years

I provide tailor-made sessions for all ages and all problems
beginning with a FREE Consultation

When dealing with. Stress I use body-focussed methods
thereby allowing your thoughts and feelings to remain private

Call me to see how I can help you
Kathy Hughes
01761 569 863 or 07818 298 508

Fully Insured - Testimonials available

Farm Fresh - Home Delivery
Angus & Hereford Herd

BEEF BOXES

(ARASS FED FREE TO ROAM
AND TRADITIONALLY REARED

5TH GENERATION FARMERS

Approx. 20Kg of Top Quality Cuts
Steaks ¢ Roasting Joints ¢ Mince

£11 /Kg
CONTACT
07720 297 900
Jacob-Mattick@hotmail.co.uk

Manor Farm, Church Lane, Chilcompton




Chilcompton Gardening Club

With nearly a hundred members, C hllu)mpt(m G: udcmmr( lub continues to thrive
and will soon be celebrating its 20t anniversary.

Plenty has been going on this year, with a very successtul |
Plant Sale in \[n, a trip to Hidcote at the l)eo-unnno- of
July and a tour of Ammerdown Gardens at the cnd
together with a vauety of talks and demonstrations, and
) our Plug Plant Competition
which tlnq year featured
. beautitul white geraniums.

. We are looking forward to
¢ heatng about Tiees and Shiubs, =—
i Getting ready for Winter
and }It‘ll)b for Christmas,
¥ ftollowed by our Christmas
| get-together with a Chustmas

ﬂm al demonstration, mince pies 111(1 wine.
Our AGM 1s 1 January, with dunks and nibbles to  ftollow. We then have a tull
and varted programme of speakers for 2020, starting with talks on Companion
Planting, Prarie Planting and the Woodland Trust.

Our meetings ate held at 7.30pm in the Village Hall on the 4% Tuesday of the
month. New members ate always very welcome, a subscuiption for the year 1s just

£5.50 single or £8.50 percouple. Or just come along as a guest for £2.00.  Judy Youngs

STRAPESTON

BOARDING KENNELS

A family run kennels that caters for any length of stay.
We care for your dog as we would care for our own.

Inspection welcome

Call 01761241566
Old Down Road, Ston Easton BA3 4EG
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History Corner
Moonbows

Some people will remember the concrete works at Broadway and the proprietors,
Clitford Bailey and John Golledge. They will also recall Crete House, which was the
tirst house 1 Chilcompton to be built with products trom the concrete wotks and
the Bailey family with 5 children who lived there.

On one evening mn August 1945 at about 10pm. neighbours saw a moonbow strad-
dling the mamn road, Crete House and the wotks premises. Moonbows ot lunar
rainbows are very rare and occur when the moon’s light 1s retlected ott water drop-
lets 1n the air.

It lmppened that the next day following this phenomenon Roland Bailey, the 2nd
born i the Bailey family, ag;ed 16, went on his motorbike with his friend Gilbert
Durbin on the 1)1111011 on an euand tor Farmer Hobbs of Broadway Farm, which
was next to Crete House. They headed off towards Chewton Mendip to collect a
spate patt for the farmer’s s tractor.

They crashed and both fell off when the bike skidded; Gilbert was unconscious and
taken to hospital with concussion, Roland was alert and said he was alright and
went home; but he died a short while later, having fractured his skull and had a
brain haemorrhage.

John Golledge wrote a poem at the time, recording the moonbow, the accident and
a tribute to Roland’s memory.

Nipped in the bud of lite
And taken from this scene
But not trom hearts whose love tor him

The bow first given by God
To make His promise sure
May still a solace prove to you

Wil help to budge the space between
The Spitit world and ours.

We’re told a bow of light
Embraced the home a while
The night betore dear Roland tell
From ott the bike he loved so well
Which gave to hum much joy.

O can it be that bow
Would indicate that we
May cherish well his memory sweet
And know that death can ne’er defeat
The wondrous power of love.

The bow encircled him
As ‘neath its bridge he lay
But ‘tho he’s gone his memory will
Suppott you through each coming day
And comtfort bring to you.

N.B. Thete was a moonbow (Ius Lunaus), seen by Richard Paget mn
December 1789.  John Golledge saw one on 15" August 1946. David

As speaking of his word so true
And help you to endure.

The bow it seems would speak
Ot God’s embracing power
And Love that would believers keep
Causing their hearts within to leap
In every testing hour.

May one and all then prove
The depths of God’s great love
And ever in the bow’s embrace

Say i our hearts, “God has a place’
And tind eternal peace.

>

John Golledge
August 1945

Strawbudge was among several people who experienced one on 5% September 1987.




Diary Dates
TBA Oct AUCTION OF PROMISES at St Vigor and St John Chutch School
6th Oct SUNDAY SERVICE CELEBRATING HARVEST 10.30am at St John’s Church
19t Oct AUTUNN LITTER PICK 10.00am outside Village Hall
2nd Nov CHILCOMPTON CRAFT FAYRE 10.00am - 3.00pm at Village Hall
10t Nov ALL AGE REMENBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 10:30am at St John’s
10*» Nov REMENMBRANCE SERVICE 3.00pm at War Memomnal then tea at Village Hall
29t Nov CHRISTMAS FAYRE 5pm-7pm at St Vigor and St John Church School
15% Dec CAROL SERVICE with revelry thereatter! 7.00pm at St John’s
19t Dec LUNCH CLUB’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH 12.00pm at St John’s
(Tickets available at Novembet’s lunch or call the office nearer the time)
220d Dec MESSY NATIVITY 10.30am at St John’s
244 Dec CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 3.00pm at St. Vigor’s in Stratton
24t Dec CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 11.30pm at St. John’s
(retiring collection 11 aid of the homeless)

25t Dec ALL AGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE WITH CONMUNION 10.30am at St John’s

PLUS...

Mondays KARATE DO 6.30pm-8pm Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall
Mondays BELL RINGING 7pm at St John’s Church

2nd Monday MEMORY CAF E 2.00pm at St John’s

Tuesdays & Thursdays EMIBROIDERY GROUP 10.30am at St John’s Church Hall
2nd Tuesday GOLDEN HOUR CLUB 7.30pm at Village Hall

4th Tuesday WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 2.30pm at St John’s

4th Tuesday GARDEN CLUB 7.30pm at Village Hall

Wednesdays & Fridays ART CLUB 10.30am at St John’s Church Hall

Ist & 3rd Wednesdays WEDNESDAY WALKERS 10.25am outside Village Hall
Ist & 3rd Wednesdays CHILCOMPTON WIVES 7.30pm at Village Hall
Thursdays SHORT MAT BOWLS 2pm at Village Hall

Thursdays KARATE DO 6.30pm-8pm Village Hall

Thursdays NETBALL 7pm Sports Club

3rd Thursday LUNCH CLUB 12.00pm at St John’s

Fridays FRIDAY CLUB 10.15am at Village Hall

Sundays KARATE DO 10.30am-12.00 Wuthlington Sports Centre

Sundays POWERHOUSE YOUTH GROUP 6.00pm at St John’s Hall

Ist Sunday CELTIC WORSHIP CONMMUNION SERVICE 6.30pm at St John’s
Ist & 3rd Sundays COMMUNION SERVICE at St John’s

2nd Sunday ALL AGE SERVICE at St John’s

4th Sunday MESSY CHURCH 3.00pm at St John’s

4th & 5th Sundays MORNING PRAYER at St John’s
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Friends of St Chad’s and Chilcompton Surgeries
The 21st and Last Anniversary?

It was 21 years ago that some enterprising
patients and staft of St Chad's Sutgery set up a
Patients Participation Group in order to
improve the clinical experience ot the
patients. The object was to telieve suftering
by fostering and improving commumnication
between the patients of St Chad's Surgery and
those providing a service trom the Sutgery.

To advance the education of the membership

in health care issues by the provision of lectures and provide tunds, for the pus-
chase of medical and other equipment, not normally provided by the Local Health
Authouty. When Chilcompton Surgery was absotbed mto the practice the PPG
became The Fuends of St Chad’s and Chilcompton Sutgeties.

Twenty-one years later and after raising £47,000, and spending it, with only £3,000
lett, after spending over £2,000 on sutgery equipment last month, The Friends still
need help spending it! The commuittee of ten that meet about tive time a year, ate
desperately 1n need of some fresh blood to catry on the good work. It you have
any inclination ot doing some good for the local community, please contact esther
surgeries ot the Chairman on 232188.

At least twice a year The Friends have orgamised a public medical talk covering
topical medical problems, often with hospital consultants giving the low down on
common medical problems. Topics that iclude jomt replacements and skin cancer
were well attended although a talk on organ donations was not so popular. A
Chustmas Draw raises most of the funds as well as a stall at the MSN Fayre. The
AGM 1s on Monday 20d September, 7pm 1n the waiting toom at St Chad’s Susgery
and all ate invited to attend.  _Akn Webb (Chairman).

~ LETTERS ~
Dear Editor,

I was very interested to read the atticle about 'pillboxes’ in the current magazine. It
might be ot intetest that 11 my childhood at White Cottage in Midsomer Norton,
there was a pillbox, or as we called 1t an air raid shelter at the bottom of the gatden,
which botdered on to the railway line, at the top of Norton hull. This pillbox may
well have been spotted but thought I would just brng it to your attention in case it
hadn't.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Kinnersley
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Clully Senior Cup Winners 18-19 — Squad photo from the Senior Cup game

Senior Cup Presentation — Dane Edwards pictured with
Cup Sponsor John Mitchard of Melhwsh and Saunders

Chilly League Winners — Squad photo following Chilcompton's
last league game v Wotle (League Winners)

56



Chilcompton Sports Football Club
Chilcompton Spotts FC have completed the League and Cup Double.

A feat completed by a tew, Chilcompton Spoits have attamed both the Somerset
County FA Senior Cup and Winners of the Somerset County League, the last local
stde to achieve this feat was over 40 years ago by Paulton Rovers back i the
1973-74 season. Since the 1970’s only three other Somerset teams have made this
grade with Robinsons DRG and Buslington back m the 1980s and mote recently
Budgwater in 2008 (over 10 years ago)

A squad of local men trom Chilcompton and the surrounding area has seen them
retamn thetr crown as Winners ot the Somerset County League tor the second time
with them needing to win their last game. Win their last game they did and with
a 7 goal thuller with goals trom Ryan Gay, Jacob Sloggett, Jack Smith and Harvey
Hadull.  On top of the league win Saturday they saw themselves i the Somerset
County FA Senior Cup action on a Tuesday night at Bishop Sutton, natrowly
mussing out the previous season, Tuesday saw a thrilling game against Clevedon
Utd, a young and skiltul team with Chilcompton taking the edge with a one-goal
winner m the 88% minute from Harvey Hadull which completed the league and
Cup double.

See Pictures
Under 12's won the second division of the Midsomer Norton League.

Under 14's reached the final of the Somerset County cup tor the second year run-
ning and won the Mid Wilts League Cup.

And another achievement - the U7’s winning the Noston youth league divisional
knockout cup at Shepton Mallet.

Interested players/coaches/volunteers should visit our website to find contact
details for particular age groups and opportunities: www.chilcomptonspotts.com

Sports Club — Netball

After a summer break the new season of netball
begins this month, this time with sessions running
every Thursday.

The sessions tun between 7pm and 8pm, sumply turn up

Chilcompton Sports
Club, Wells Road,
Chilcompton,
BA3 4EY

it you wish to take part.

To date the attendance has been pretty good so there ate
eatly optimistic talks about forming a Chilcompton team.
For more information contact:

£4 Per Session 5
samantha.kemmish@englandnetball.co.uk

07738 696 362

\AII abilities welcome )
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Chilcompton Cricket Club
This year has been our fitth season as Chilcompton Spotts Cricket Club and we
have again felt lucky to enjoy the fantastic sport and social facilities at
Chilcompton Sports Club.
Saturday Senior 15t XT
The team tinished a creditable 4% place i Bustol & District Division 5 following
their promotion n 2018. They held their own against the higher level of
opposition and could still gain promotion through the side door.
Saturday Senior 2rd XT

The team finished rmunners up and ate promoted from Division 13. They finished
level on points with local rivals Mells but Mells won the title on matches won over
the season.

This was an excellent season for the ageing legends, more young players will be
dratted in next season!
Sunday Senior Ist XTI

The team tinished a creditable 4t place 1n North Somerset Division 3 following
their promotion 1 2018. After a slow start they almost gamed promotion and
regularly tielded players with ages from 14 to 72!

The senior sides started to integrate some ot the Chilcompton youth players to
the Saturday and Sunday Sides which 1s great news for the club’s future.

The Senior 1t XTI also fielded the first lady m the club’s 100 plus year history in
Lauren Bowen-Jones and Lauren finished the season as one of the club’s leading
wicket takers.

Many new local players were recruited during the season tollowing the notices on
the Parish Magazine, Club Website, Facebook, Twitter and the local press.

Sentor Indoor Nets will start 1n February 2020 at Wells Blue School, details to
tollow 1 the next edition of this magazine.

Senior Outdoor Nets will start again i1 April 2020 on a Thursday evening, new
players of any ability are always welcome.

The youth section had a hugely enjoyable third season with expert professional
(o‘uhmg trom Frome’s Mark Watts.

Martk also had great help from many ot the Chilcompton semor players including
Lauren Bowen-Jones, Jordan Harding & Kyle Gloudemans.

Both the Ull side & U13 sides finished mid-table in the Bath & District Youth
Cricket League and mote than held their own agaimst the grants from the Bath area.
The membership tor the junior section increased year on year which was great to see.
Junior tramung sesstons will be held agan at Chilcompton Spotts Club on
Wednesday evenings in 2020 from mid- :\pnl to end July (6.15pm — 7.45pm).
Entolment mghts will be held at Chilcompton Sports Club during March 2020.
Full details to follow in the next edition of this magazine.

In Apul we launched our new website which s linked to the Sports Club website
www.chilcomptonsports.com/ cricket >>
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>>  The Club wish to thank our main sponsors tor their continued support —

Patker Transport (SW) Ltd, PG Owen Limited Spectrum Form Design Ltd.

Also thanks to the many local businesses who sponsored the match balls and
“Simple Cow” who provided ftresh milk every week for the teas!

The Club ate keen to recruit more senior and junior players for the new season. For
turther information contact:

Dave Travis 07725 458404 ot email: dave.travis(@hotmail.co.uk

Chilcompton Sports Club - Boule

Atter the success ot an open day last year it has been decided to build two perma-
nent Boule pitches at the sports club. PETANQUE or BOULES can be played
with two teams of one, two, three or tour players on each side. The ambition 1s to
torm a club to play for tun with a view to torming a team to take part in the Bath
league who have already agreed to allow Chilcompton to join.

Formote information and register your mterest please contact Martin 07971 173809

Email: martin.bownl@btinternet.com

Feedback

What are your views on the magazine? The team that put it together is always
looking for your comments, be they good or bad. Is thete something missing?
What could be done better? Please let us know. Contact the parish clerk (details
on the inside of the front cover).
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The Lost Duckling

T A\t tll§ beginning ot ‘July a small baby duck
mysteriously appeared m The Street Ponds. No one

seemed to know where it had come trom. No one
seemed to know why he/she was on lus/her own.

Although there 1s uncertanty about the sex, the
general feeling trom her colours s that it is
temale. Tronic then that she has been christened Bull.

Some people have been teeding her but in fact
there 1s more than enough weed in the 1iver for
her to survive. She is a smart duck.

In the space of a month Bill had more than
LN | oubled her size.

She likes to swim through the weed, wander along the grass verge and seems
oblivious to human attention. However with passing cars and foxes — she has got
to be at risk.

Chris Scattertield, who lives opposite, said: “Despite all the odds our plucky little
lonesome duckling has grown mto a handsome adolescent. We're still not sute of
its gender but fingers crossed he '\ she will continue to thrive and pethaps bring off a

brood of its own next year.”

Landmarks

Retreshed

el

Rebuilt

Restored
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