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Welcome...

... to the 2019 Spring edition of Chilcompton Matters. Winter
Eroper seemed to come and go in the first few days of

ebruary. The snow was pretty and atmospheric (cover picture
of the Pitching by Sandy Yeates) but if you are too old for
sledging then 1t was kind of a relief when it vanished. Now
spring is a-comirég so feel free to emit a sigh of pleasure at
every sight of a daffodil or primrose. Ahhh

In this issue, for the first time, we have colour adverts.
Thanks to all those advertisers who turned up the brightness a
notch, but also to all the advertisers for keeping faith. Whilst
we're on the subject thanks to Kathy Hughes f%r' shepherding
(spring lamb reference) them into place.

Within these pages is an interesting article about what remains
from Second World War construction in the village, personality
profiles, horticulture, news from some of our vibrant clubs, and
details of an upholstery school that has emerqed reflecting the
deep vein of arts and crafts that exists in Chilcompton.

Talking of craft you have to thank that man, Mike Hughes, who
weaves these pages together, beavering away like a saint in a
garret so that we can enjoy the product of his labour.

On the negative side, sadly there is no Beer Festival this year
and consequently, probably, no Fringe Festival, although there
might be a smaller event, a kind of fringe fringe festival.
Contentious issues remain as you would imagine for a complex
large villaqe; for the Parish Council the Egr‘ecn‘es‘r bugbear is
pro ably.#o anning and the NEED TO BE HEARD. Elecfions are
iIn May, if you want to stand, it should perhaps be noted that
the present council is down to just one woman.

None of this magazine would be possible without the small loyal
band of contributors, thank you so much. Anyone else
out there wanting to put words in a certain order? Maybe a
youngster thinking of turning to journalism?

Thanks, of course, to the distributors for putting this through
your door. And you, for getting this far without throwing it'in
the bin. Keep on keeping on, as the cool dudes say.

Bless your hearts
Malcolm Rigby
Parish Clerk.  E-mail: parishclerk@ chilcompton.org
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Spring Clean Our Village

The date tor our next Litter Picking Day 1s Saturday 23 March and I will be
glad and gratetul to all who take put pumululv as 1t is the last one I shall be
organtsing. I am reting from the Parish Council at the May election and I'm
hoping that someone on the new Parish Council will take over the Litter Pick
otgamsation. However, if anyone else 1s iterested, please let me know. I think it
would be a good idea it my replacement ‘shadows” me in the organisation of the
March pick.

Okay, so pick sticks at the ready....volunteers on my list will have recetved an email
from me but, if you’re not on the list, you would be very welcome to meet
me outside the vill: age hall at 10.00am on 23 March and Tl provide you with the
necessities: picker, black bags and hi-viz vest — but no gloves, plelse biing your
own 1if you want.

Could T take this opportunity to thank all those wvillagers over the years who
have picked litter — non-pickers wouldn’t believe how much there 1s in those grass
verges! Thank you so much on behalt of Chilcompton but also, a big personal
thanks for m: ﬂmlgs my (volunteer) job so much easter.

Contact me on 01761 232158 or christine.232158(@gmail.com  Chiustine Foster

Great British Spring Clean

Just by comncidence, of course, the dates ot the national spring clean have been
announced as between the 2274 of March and the 23: of Apul. So the Parish
Council has joined torces with the national body which is hoping to inspire 500,000
people to join torces to clear litter, mcluding single-use plastic, from our streets,
patks and beaches, tecycling as much as possible.

The hope is to make hustory with the Great Butish Spring Clean 2019 being the
countty’s lnggest ever, mass-action environmental ¢ campaigi.

Business Pick

A local company is to help the village in the spring litter pick. Depending on
avatlability 10-40 statt from Imaging Equipment will assist the community in the
clean-up.

]essm\ Johnson, Matketing Manager, said: “Imaging Equipment Limited (IEL)
s a medical technologies and pharmaceuticals company based on Manor Farm,
Chilcompton. As a company, our values are very importtant to us. We have a list
of Core Values and one of these 1s to ‘Be Accountable’.

“For 2019 we are putting in place a Green uutiative which includes mutiatives to cut
the use of single use plastic both as a busmess and as individuals. We have a talk
and wotkshop trom www.lessplastic.co.uk to help us with this in May.

“As part of this green mitiative we want to also help our local community and so
are going to invite the whole company to get involved in a litter pmk session on
May 15% 2019 in Chilcompton. We will also be supporting this initiative via our
Social Media feeds.”

It you would like any fturther details on the plans please contact Jessica on

01761 417402




Not Again!
Chilcompton’s Accident Black Spot...?

Just a couple of months after a car went over The Street bridge and ended up
hovering precariously over the tver, and just a couple of weeks atter the tence had
been mended, another car has done exactly the same.

According to an eye witness, the drver, coming trom the direction of Midsomer
Nortton, lost control coming round the preceding corner and the vehicle finished
up hanging over the water. Again.

No one was injured but it 1s an area where walkers often stop to admire the view ot
the watertalls or indeed wait tor a bus. It can only re-enforce the appeal for trattic
calming measures or a 20mph speed linut in that part ot the village.

The fence has been tepaired for a second time. Meanwhile the bus shelter is still
cordoned oft as plans ate constructed to demolish the existing unsate edifice and

rebuild.

July November
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Friday Club

The cotlee club continues to thrive; cotfee and cake are much appreciated by
visitors and 22 people enjoyed Christmas lunch at the Cheeseyard caté at West
Horrington. This was kindly subsidised by a Chilcompton Society grant and also
the group’s own tunds. Thanks are due to the nine volunteers who keep the group

running; good people who just keep giving their time and energy.

Anyone would be most welcome to come along tor a cup of tea at the village hall
at 10.15am on Fridays.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: madenep(@mypostothice.couk

Wednesday walkers

The walkers are still rambling atound the area fortnightly and enjoying time with
others 1 the fresh air and m lovely scenery. A walk to Binegar ended with
Chustmas lunch at the Horse and Jockey tor 18 people.

Most ot the paths ate open and in good order. This sometimes depends on
volunteers and landowners cutting back undergrowth and brambles, which 1s much
appreciated.  With Somerset County Council strapped for cash, 1t 1s hoped that
landowners will increasingly keep their paths clear. Public paths are lhustoric and
our hetitage; to let them deteriorate would be such a loss.

Walkers meet on the 1t and 3% Wednesday of each month at the village hall car
patk at 10.30am; tea and biscuits in the hall atterwards.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: matlenep@mypostothice.co.uk

Chilcompton Wives

Atfter a glotious summer break our group met again mn September. Our speakers
ranged trom ‘What happens to our water?” to musical memortes and the ever

popular story teller, Martin Hodler.

This 1s always a busy term with the Christmas meal and the Christmas
entertamnment evening which we shared with triends at Holcombe.

So onto 2019 starting with a wry look at 18th century Bath, the National Garden
Scheme gardens and a visit from ‘Ruttles’ a hearing dog tor the deat. These are just
a few ot our planned evenings. It you would like to join us tor an informal evening
amongst triendly faces you would be most welcome.

We meet on the Ist and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the village
hall. Dates etc. ate displayed on the Village Hall notice board or contact Bridget
Brookbank 01761 232039 or Mautreen Evans 01761 233266




Unsung Hero

A baby boy was botn to Stanley and Evelyn Petkins on 23 December 1938
at North View, the only bungalow in Fry’s Well at that time. Then snow fell
overnight giving Chuistmas Eve a particularly traditional Chustmas scene.

Undaunted, the ouginal Chilcompton brass band ventured out as usual to play the
annual Chrstmas Eve Carols atound the village and the tirst stop tor the band
was North View where they played ‘Away 1 a Mangetr” on the front lawn of the
bungalow to welcome the new addition. The brass band music that filled the ears
of that day-old baby boy continued to have a blg; mﬂuence on his lite. That baby
was ]ames Peikins. 4

His father, Stanley Petkins, was a
member of the Chilcompton band
and played Ist cotnet. The band was
around 30 or so strong with members i
consisting mainly of miners working at
New Rock Colliery. The Coal Board
provided the instruments to assist the
muners’ breathing functions. When
the Second World war was declared in
1939, the men had more shifts to do
and some jomed up so the group
disbanded and was never reformed. Band trom 1927

The mstruments wete returned to the Coal Board. The remaining tunds paid tor a
bench, with a brass plaque commemorating the band, for people to rest and admure
the view from the War Memouial. Some years later the plaque disappeared.

Jim said: “From a young age, I always wanted to play the cornet or trumpet, but
mnstruments were expensive and I was sent for prano lessons that I hated!” It was
tortunate that he later met Tom, a Durham miner, who also did bar work at The
Redan, who lent him a cornet and taught him to play, but this was only for a tew
months and Jim’s music ambition was curtaded. He still had a great desite to play
and even had an aim to bung a brass band back to Chilcompton. Impossible odds
he thought.

Many years later in the 1980s, when Jim’s daughter Becks was learning to play the
french hotn and joined the \\ lutstone Community Saturday morning club, he saw
his chance; he bought a trumpet and joined . He also played with the bhepton
Mallet Big Band and the Terry Hill Swing Band.

It was 24 years ago when Jim, Becki, Eddie Brown and a young lad, James Edgell,
started pla_vmg carols around the Vxllnge on Chustmas Eve, starting of course
with ‘Away in a Manger” outside North View. Although rasing tunds wasn’t the
intention, people donated money, which was used to replace the plaque on the
Band Seat and later given to Paulton Hospital. In the following years Terry Moote
cartted the collecting bucket and Sally provided festive retreshments at Haycombe
House afterwards.

Jim then jomed Wells Commuuuty Band run by Ivor Lewss and his wite Doris with
mainly youngsters, who came and went untd the band was down to about tour >>
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>> players. Something had to be donel So, }

Jim started a recruttment duve. If anyone
expressed a tentative interest, that was
enough; Jim was on the case and many pre-
sent members will endorse this. The newly
retited were collated, given an mstrument
and never looked back. They met atound
Jim’s kitchen table and were taught to play,
the aspiration being to enjoy making music
and to give pleasure to others.

By now there was a rehearsal in Chilcompton Church Hall on Monday mornings,
then they all headed oft to Wells on Wednesday evenings. When Ivor retired, Jim
took over as conductor and on Ivor and Doris’ recommendation the band was re-
named as the Mendip Brass Band. Jun became the Chairman and Musical Director,
lus wife Margaret acted as Secretary with Pat Rich as the first Treasurer.

An eatly concert was at the prestigious Wiltshire Music Centre in Bradford-on-
Avon and another took place in the village hall and raised over £1,500 tor Help ftor
Heroes. Since then there have been numerous fetes and carol services; band stand
events, a music testival (not Glastonburyl) and a prom concert among others. At
present there ate over 30 band members mainly of retitement age, which often
means a medical bulletin at the beginning ot rehearsals detnlm blood tests,
nppoinnnents and opemtions!

Jim 1s modest about his achievements and 1s keen to thank those
who have helped him establish and run the band. Those
who have tollowed Pat and Matgaret are Liz Marshall, Valerie
Stantord, Jenny and Alan Gould Jlld Penny Sullivan. The band
loans nstruments to players and have a g()od range, which are
kept 1 good repair by Pat. In the early days Grahame Picktord
saw the need so he and Pat obtained grants to buy new tubas’,
which cost several thousand pounds Phillip Emeﬂ 1s tllt‘
deputy conductor; he runs an extra weekly rehearsal at Notton
Down Chapel. Jim 1s gratetul tor the loyal and commutted
support of all the players, who give enjoyment to others while supporting local

churches and village organizations.
We are gratetul for Jum’s vision and 3
dedication m bunging brass band /
music back to Chilcompton. It was
no easy task and took a long time,
but a very worthwhile achievement.

He said, “We still play ‘Away m a
Manget’ every Christmas Eve at
Notth View and around the village
and this must continue. Let brass band
music bl the air in Chilcompton ftor
a long time to come.”

Martlene Picktord




Expert, friendly
legal service on

FDC LAW

SOLICITORS
EST 1692
LOCAL LEGAL EXPERTS

For help or advice about Buying or Selling your home,
Separation or Divorce, Children, Wills & Probate, Powers
of Attorney, Personal Injury or other legal issues, contact us:

Norton House,
01 761 41 7575 High Street,
Midsomer Norton,

www.fdc-law.co.uk BA3 2DF
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Local info

All villagers are invited to attend the Parish Council meetings to make an
obsetvation or just to view the machinery of the most local tier of government.

Meetings ate held on the second Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm i the

Village Hall.

It you have any ideas for the twice yearly village newsletter or would like to
put some mformation up on the village website, contact the Parish Cletk by
email: paushcletk(@chilcompton.otg  or ring 01761 232974,

Website: www.chilcompton.otg

PC noticeboards are by the Co-op, by the Village Hall, on Bowden Hill and at the
bus stop by Chutch House (when it 1s tepatred).

District Councillors: Rachel and John Catter
Cllt.RCarter(@mendip.gov.uk

County Councillor: Mike Pullin
District Council: 0300 303 8588
County Council: 0300 123 2224

john@jgcearter.couk

mpullin@somerset.gov.uk

The Referendum - by Andrew Morris

In Oxtord's fair city Those serving and cooking

where the dons sit so pretty tor the gowns and best dresses

and voted agamnst sweet Molly Malone
As she wheeled her wheelbarrow
through streets broad and narrow

Crying cockles and mussels alive, alive O

The gowns glide and tlutter
over words that don’t matter
she voted tor leaving, sweet Molly Malone
as she wheeled her wheelbarrow
through streets broad and narrow

Crying cockles and mussels alive, alive O

1 restaurants too rich for sweet Molly Malone
as they wheeled their wheelbarrows
past accents from Harrow
Crying cockles and mussels alive, alive O

She signed up a leaver
tor words could not sway her
Out poor and hardworking sweet Molly Malone
As she wheeled her wheelbarrow
Through streets broad and narrow

Crying cockles and mussels, alive, alive O

Alive, alive O

Alive, alive O
Crying cockles and mussels

Alive, alive O

Saved!

Following the death ot Gordon Banks in February, it has been disclosed that
Arthur Moon, who lives at Abbey Road, did his National Service with the Wotld
Cup  winning goalkeeper.
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Obituaries

The tollowing villagers have died since the last newsletter:

George Mitchell, Dr Don Ellis, Stephen Miller,
Roger Allan, Andrew Coles, Joan Comer, David Schmid,
Margaret Plummer, Colin Carver, Rosemary Bodman.
We send sincere condolences to their families and friends.
Apologies it anyone has been nadvertently omutted. Please let me know of any
others and they will be included in the next “newsletter.

Marlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: nnu‘lenep({_‘l;111}'1)0stofﬁce.co uk

Correction

In the tubute to Fred Lane in the last newsletter, his widow, Janet has poited out
that 1t was Alex and Julie Daly who kindly arr: moed tor Fred’s bench to be installed
at Hightield Crescent. Janet also said that donations in Fred’s s memory amounted
to £182 and have been given to St. Chad’s and Chilcompton Surgery.

News from St John's

At St. John’s Church, we warmly welcome you to join us for our Sunday services.
Our All Age Service takes place on the 27 Sunday of each month and is a relaxed
and fun service for all the tamily. We hold Communion services on the 1st and 34
Sundays and a service of )[ounng Prayer on the 4% and 5% Sundays. Thete is a
Celtic Worship Communion Service on the 15t Sunday at 6.30pm.

Our family atea tor under 3s has lots of toys and books to keep little ones
entertained and our youth groups meet every Sunday, except tor our All Age
Service. Jigsaw Kids Club is for children 1ged 3-11 and Buzz Youth Group for
11-18 year olds. Every Sunday evening trom 6.00pm 1s the PowerHouse Youth
Group “who meet in the hall to enjoy pizza, tun, discussion and prayer.

Lunch Club — is held on the 3 Thursday ot every month. It you would like to
join us ot know of someone who would appreciate a lunch and the chance to meet
with others, we would love to see you. For mote mtormation, it you have special
dietary needs or need transport, please phone Margaret Holcombe 01761 415085.

Lunch s [4.

Messy Church — 1s a popular fun activity atternoon tor all the tamuly ending with
tea together. Tt is held on the 4t Sunday of each month from 3.00-5. O()pm For
information go to: Facebook.com/StJol 1nTheB: aptistChurchChilcompton or email
messychurchstjohnschilcompton(@gmail.com

Memory Café — is every 20d Monday of the month with trained volunteers. Free,
fun, fellowship, inform: al support and information in a caté style setting. It is
especially suited to anyone experiencing memory ditticulties. All welcome with
accompanying tamuly, cater or trend. For mote information, contact Sarah Crosse

on 01761 412042 0r 07535 696264, or email: chilmc (@hotmail.com

There 1s easy parking and an easily accessible building with disabled tolet. >>
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>> All our chlldren s workers and volunteers are DBS checked.

Hall for hire: ;
St. Johw’s Church Hall is carpeted throughout, centrally {7 S

heated, has a superb kitchen, and facilities tor the disabled.
It 1s 1deal tor children’s and family parties, wedding

teceptions, group meetings, etc. There is ample parking.
Hall charges: for 3 sections £10 per hour, and a double
section 1s £,7.50 per hour.

Kitchen charges (including cookers and appliances)
£10 per session.

Thete 1s a 10% discount tor regular weekly bookings.

For more information and hall bookings, contact Chuis
Austin on 07853 228759

Forthcoming events...

Ash Wednesday Benefice Service - 6™ Nagch at 7.30pm
Palm Sunday All Age Service - 14 Apuil at 10.30am

Wednesday 17" April 2-4pm. EGGCITING EASTER EVENT. For children and
tamuilies. Easter Ego Hunt, Games, Cratts, Hot Cross Buns

Maundy Thursday — 18% April at 7.30pm Holy Communion. A quiet service to
begin our journey through the Easter weekend.

Good Friday — 19% Aprl.  Cross Walk across the tields from St \1g015 to
St. Joh’s from 10.00am with opportunities to stop and listen to the story of the
crucitixion, ending with retreshments and hot cross buns.

Hour at the Cross at 12.00 noon.
Easter Sunday — 21+ Apul. Suntise Service at 5.30am — a shott service of worship
and prayers to greet Easter Morning, tollowed by bacon butties.

Holy Communion Service at 10.30am.

For detads of our services and other activities at Church, go to our tacebook page:
www.facebook.com/StfohnTheBaptistChurchChilcompton
o1 visit our website:

www.acny.otg.uk /chilcompton or call me in the otfice on
01761 502068 which 1s open weekdays, except Wednesday
trom 1.00pm-5.00pm

Kate Crossley Admunustrator
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Flexible & cost

effective forward

S ro u -l- thinking strategic
accounting &

business advice.

Services include:

Passionate about « Business advisory & planning
helping businesses S « Outsourced finance team
. . > ' « Part-time Finance Director
grow, proactive in all : 8 ™
that we do, :

« Company secretarial
personal throughout. . Bookkeeping

. Management accounts
Contact usfor a free initial

\ « Year end compliance
consultation.

o)
T: 01761 206 328 or 07917 832650 XERO ADVISOR ey
hello@sproutconsulting.co.uk - sproutconsulting.co.uk ¢

Chilcompton based business consulting & chartered accountancy practice

"llb‘ﬂ'l"

& SONS LTD TEXACO

SERVICING AND REPAIRS BROADWAY GARAGE
TO ALL MAKES OF CARS AND CHILCOMPTON
LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RADSTOCK

SOMERSET
MOT TESTS TO ALL BA3 4JW
CLASS IV VEHICLES

Telephone:
FORECOURT SHOP 01761

232298 | 232765
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J G DECORATORS

Quality, Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating
Paper hanging specialist
Clean, Tidy and Proffesional
Chilcompton based
For a free quote call:

01761 753427 / 07791655001

Email: jody@jgdecorators.com

Broadband

As you may be aware, Truespeed have been canvassing i1 Chilcompton over the
last tew months to obtamn suppott to brng their Ultra-Fast tibre optic broadband
service to our village. This service will give every house who has applied their own
dedicated fibre connection with guaranteed internet speeds ot 200 Mb/s. The
good news from Neil Rogers, Community Engagement Manager for Truespeed, 1s
that they have recerved sutticient applications to tund the project.

The engineering team will start planning the work shortly. They are unable to
contirm when the village will be tully connected but estimate this to be nine
months approximately. Further updates will be provided by Truespeed over the
course of the coming months to those who have made an application.

Truespeed have also kindly agreed to give a free connection, as a sign of thanks to
the commuiuty, to both the Village Hall and the Sports Club which will be of great
benetit to Chilcompton.

If you are still considering making an application please contact Neil, his number 1s
07948 348805 or email: neil@truespeed.com.

Following on from their success in Chilcompton, Truespeed now plan to move
actoss to Stratton-On-The-Fosse, Clapton and into Midsomer Norton with events
being planned over the coming months.
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THE OLD DOWN INN

Accommodation
Great home cooked food
Large function room
Family friendly
Local Ciders
Real Ales

Website: ww.theolddowninn.co.uk
Email: theolddowninn(@hotmail.co.uk

Emborough
Radstock
BA3 4SA

01761 232398

Community Transport

Did you know that groups and clubs can hire the Midsomer Norton and Radstock
(12 seater) Community bus? This 1s a chauty with volunteer ditvers. Bookings:

01761 416910

Mendip Commumty Transport will also take group bookings (12 — 16 people):

01749 880613

For individuals without transport, you can book Dial-a-Ride on 01761 420042

Library Service
The mobile library no longer visits Chilcompton. It you love reading but can’t get
to a library, you can access a tree home library service. The Royal Voluntary
Service will deliver books or talking books to you. Contact 0300 1232224 to find
out more.
I am still hoping to find a copy of David Strawbudge’s ‘Chilcompton In Focus

Plus’ (the ted one). It anyone has a spate one, please let me know.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: matlenep@mypostotthice.co.uk
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Mendip Brass Band

As the summer season came to a close, on 5% August we played at a garden party at
Nempnett Thrubwell, 1 a beautitul setting i1 the grounds of an old manor house,
with views over the reservoir. Also in August we performed at Clutton Flower
Show, an open air proms night at Binegar and Chilcompton Frnge Festival, which
was spoilt for us and everyone else by the torrential rain.

In September we played at Norton Down Chapel
Harvest Festival and at Paulton Methodist Church
tor the dluminating of the new cross. Jim and
Philip played the Last Post at St. John’s church
and at the War Memotial on Bowden Hill.

Players were extremely busy during December
starting at Shepton Mallet Market Cross as the
lights were switched on and outside a number
of supermatkets;, 1 between, we played at
carol services in the area; Kilmersdon,
Radstock, Chilcompton, Notton Down and [
Ashwick. As we begin the new year, we shall

be concentmting on events for this summer.

Jenny Gould.

WILLIAMS
C*HARRIS

CHARTERED TAX ADVISERS

We are a local company based in Chew Valley and Frome, with access to
Bath, Bristol and other surrounding areas. We specialise in:

Making Tax Digital rY
Payroll & VAT
Management Accounts

Accounts Preparation

Part-time Finance Director

Tax Planning

Tax Returns & Self Assessments

Property Rentals & CGT

Company Secretarial Contact us for a FREE initial meeting!
New Business Start Up amy@williamsharris.co.uk

BISHOP SUTTON OFFICE: 01275 333623 FROME OFFICE: 01373 453871
www.williamsharris.co.uk




Karate Do - What Exactly Is It ?
The way of the empty hand (fighting without a weapon)

People start for many reasons: selt detence, keep fit, encouraged by a friend or
maybe curtosity about a traditional Asian discipline.

Besides the obvious benefits of karate, -
keeping fit, building strength and tlexibility,
karate requires tocus and concentration.
Observing and anticipating an opponent’s
next move while blocking out all distractions |
takes a lot of mental focus. Respect for your-

selt and your opponent 1s also an extremely (St

important part of training.

Competitions are also a great
motivator, although in our style
not the major emphasis. Some
students need an extra focus for their
tramning and on occasions tramning
towards this aspect, which 1s an
excellent test of spiit and skill helps
to keep up interest. Win or lose,

Mendip Best Students

courage, no matter what level of ability. It 1s exciting and fun, at the same time 1t

tacing up to an unknown takes some

increases confidence and learning to wmorlose graciously 1s fundamental.

The coveted “Black belt” 1s a common goal
and although the achievement of Ist Dan
(your first stage black belt) 1s not to
be sneezed at, it really matks the start of a
litetime’s  journey of selt improvement,
dedication and self discipline, mdicating to
your istructors that you have reached the
point at which you are worth being  taken
sertously as a student. Sadly, all too otten st

11l Dan marks .
the pimmcle Tuternational Conrse

of a student’s efforts and they feel they have
achteved all they wanted and give up.

“BUDO” 1s a Japanese tetm meanng the way (do) of
the warrior.

This 1s the essence of JKA (Japan Karate Association)
Shotokan Karate and it means that the >>

Judie and Andy
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>> important thing 1s not winning medals and trophies, but to dedicate one’s selt
to being the best you can be m all aspects of lite.

As tar as the practicalities of Karate are concerned, hard tramning i the basics
tosters strong and ettective, not fancy or spectacular, techniques, giving contidence
that, should you have to detend yourselt, the punches and kicks you have learned
will do the job tor which they are mtended. Halt hearted tramning results 1 a talse
picture of etfectiveness and must be avoided at all costs.

Mendip Karate has had many successes over the years, winnung trophies at National
and International level. Although a small club, we pude ourselves on producing
students of an excellent standard, who attain the best ot their ability which only
happens through their hard work. With the skill and techniques learned, students
are taught to always remember this - avoid controntation outside the Dojo (traiung

hall).
We have students trom age 6 — 60; you are never too old to learn a new skill.
Sensets (Martial Asts Instructors) - Julie Motgan and Andy Forster

Traming at Chilcompton Village Hall on Thursdays 6.30pm - 8pm, also

Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall on Mondays and Wuthlington Spotts Centre on
Sundays 10.30am - 12.00.

TIBBS TREE SURGEONS

Tree and hedge care From planting to felling

Qualified (RFS Cert.Arb) and Fully Insured. Registered Environment Agency Waste carrier

FOR ADVICE AND A FREE QUOTATION-tibbstrees@googlemail.com

6 Somer Lea,Chilcompton BA3 4HE

OR CALL 01761 239324 OR 07810 307 908




Building Contractors
& Developers Ltd.

Winsleywhite.co.uk

01761 232361 info@winsleywhite.co.uk
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Weeding The Ponds

You may have noticed that just betore Chustmas The Street ponds received a
monumental clear up.

Large patches of weed had gathered over the last couple of years to distigure the
village’s most iconic view.
But John Scartertield gathered a group of volunteers, mncluding Stuart Thotne, John

Burton and Jon Crouch, to remove the unwanted vegetation.

John said: “It took a couple of days and was quite hard work but it really needed
domg. Brambles and refuse were a bit ot a problem. We clambered onto the
watertalls and used our rakes — but now it’s done. Thanks should be given to Paul
Mattick from Manor Farm who took the weeds.”

He added that the ponds may look better but there 1s a huge build-up ot sediment

that will have to be dealt with in the not too distant future.

Golden Hour Club

An enjoyable Chiistmas lunch tor club members at the Old Down Inn was
atranged by Sylvia and David Rogers. This was funded by The Sperting Trust and
the Chilcompton Soctety. As the group embarks on its 51st year, an excellent
programme ot speakers and choirs 1s planned. The AGM will be on 9% Apuil at the
village hall at 7pm when subscriptions will be due.

Sylvia Rogers 01761 233142
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Stop Line Green
With great thanks for the help provided by a booklet with the same title
written by Major M Green as published by Reardon Publishing in 1999

It became blatantly obvious right from the start of Woild War II that battle
tanks were a very formidable weapon indeed. Their etfect in some of the major
battles of Woild War I had proven their worth and it had already become
obvious that very tew weapons could stop them. Amongst the foremost of
these were opposition tanks and anti-tank weapons, neither of which Britain
had in great abundance for defence - they were badly needed in Europe. The
only other option was to try to stop the advance of the tanks, but this was also
extremely difticult... at best they could perhaps be slowed down.

Military planners looked in many areas to try to find etfective barriers to do this
and it was considered that existing obstacles such as rivers, canals and steep
railway embankments could perhaps be augmented with effective constructions
that could perhaps slow the enemy.

Thus, several major lines of such defence were planned and constructed across
England. Some were given colour coded names. One such defence was over
100 miles long and was designed to try to provide one last detence for the port

of Bristol to at least delay the murderous advance of the Nazis, >>

Type 29 Pillbox, Coal Pit Lane Possible fortifications
to block underpass

Type 26 Pillbox, Coal Pit Lane
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>> while still allowing supplies to get into the country and evacuations to
continue.

Thaoktully, this defence was never put to the test however it was built with
such skill, strength and ingenuity that we can still see parts ot it right here in and
around Chilcompton.

The most well known and visible examples are:
. A Type 29 Pillbox at Fry’s Well Bridge
. Two Type 29 Pillboxes at the top of Tunnel Lane

. Two Type 29’s at Midsomer Norton Station. One of these has been made
into a small but very interesting WWII museum

. Many large concrete tank trap bollards just otf Coal Pit Lane.
It’s reported that there is also an unfilled tank trap trench about there,
but we do not know where exactly

. Iron and steel fortifications in a short bridge underpass may have been
used to help seal the entrance

. A well preserved Type 26 Pillbox ott Coal Pit Lane

Possibly some tank trap bollards around the area ot Fry’s Well Bridge area, as
yet not located by me.

No doubt the steep embankment of the remains ot the local railway line would
have been viewed as an additional defensive asset.

It’s questioned just how eftective Pillboxes were for defensive measures. They
could be obvious from the air and were in themselves tempting taigets for
tanks. The tield of vision from inside was extremely narrow, as can still be seen
today. An infantry training manual from 1941 sums it up rather succinctly
“Temporary cover from view, shell fire and aerial bombing may be sought
inside the Pillbox but beware that the enemy is not creeping towards you under
tire whilst you are hiding inside’.

These seems to be the most well known examples of part of Stop Line Green,
however thete may be more. There ate bound to be more in surrounding
villages and perhaps local museums could reveal more clues.

Do anylocal residents know ot any other remaining WWII detences in the area?
It could be interesting to try to clear some of them and propetly document and
photograph them tor posterity, if this has not already been done.

Pete Sinclair
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History Corner

Mr John Baidey, a tormer police othticer and hus wite
Sarah lived in Church Walk and celebrated their
Golden Wedding mn 1925, They had 9 children, the
youngest of wlhich was Clifford, who went on to employ
many Chilcompton people durimg lus wotking lite.

Clitford Bailey and John Golledge formed a
I)AI.tllE‘L\hlp l)v ‘Gentleman’s Agreement’ 1 1926
setting up a manufacturng and bwlding business
known as | T Golledge & Sons,
remembered locally as  the
Concrete Wotks. They made
taced blocks, lintels, cills and breeze blocks, the latter made from
clinker trom New Rock Colliery.

Clittord was a carpenter by trade but had vanous skills and 1deas. He
and Bert Webber made all the moulds for cills, lintels etc. and local
lad Roy Datk was employed 1 1943 as an apprentice carpenter
aged 14. Around 18 people were employed 1n the eardy days and tlus
mcreased as the years went by. Crete House, bult next to the works
and now demolished was the first house to be bwlt using the blocks
trom the company, hence the name. Clifford Bailey

John Golledge was a Plymouth Brethren and spent a lot of time wisiting people and
1)162[(11111Q the Gospel. He was well- known, wore a black tulby hat and drove around n a
battered old car often tied up with ropel

Clitford was an mventor. He developed Impervit Waterprooting, which was used 1 the
concrete blocks. He also designed the first nulking patdour to use quick-release chains when
automatic mulking machines were first introduced. The padour had concrete partitions to
separate the cows. The prototype was built next door at Harry Hobbs’ Broadway Farm.
This was used to demonstrate the product to prospective buyers. Concrete cattle dunking
troughs with an automatic ball-cock feed was another creation: one or two can stll be
seen at Stowey and Chewton Mendip. These mventions were patented in 1945. Concrete
under-ketbs, surrounds and vases for gravestones were manufactured by the company too.

Many will remember the Terrazzo Tiles developed by Clitford and made from maible
chippings m vatious colours with a concrete backing: quite thick and heavy and used m
houses 1 porches and kitchens. With all this mnovation the number of employees rose
dramatically. Arthur Matthews (father of the late Buian) was a foreman at the company and
lived in one of the senu-detached houses by Broadway Garage.

Then tragedy struck when John Golledge suftered a fatal heart attack i his eady 50s.
He had three daughters and it was his son-in-law, who took over the company. Bemg a
gentleman’s agreement partnershup, Clittord was lett with no directorship, company or job.

Ever resourceful, Clitford opened up a quarry he had at Combe Down and in 1953 Bath
Cast Stone Company was founded making faced blocks. He designed the Farmborough
Inn and Bath Crematomum among many other buildings.  Stxty men were employed at the
quarry, many of whom came from C lnl«omptou with Bert Webber transporting them to
Bath in a lony with a specially constructed canopy to keep out the elements.

] T Golledge builders closed 1 about 1955 and was sold to the Hazzel family from Bustol:
it was taken over by Terrazzo Tiles m 1966. In 1970 it was sold to a concrete company
trom Northampton Tut eventually closed down a few years later when Massey Wilcox trom
Gurney Slade bought the site as a Tmn\pmt depot.

N.B. I still have some Terrazso Tiles in my garden forming raised beds! Narlene Pickford.
With grateful thanks to Chrstine Button for her help.
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The Redan Inn
Fry's Well, Chilcompton
Radstock,
Somerset BA3 4HA
01761258560
www.theredaninn.co.uk

I'HE REDAN INN 3

Steak night-First Tuesday of the month
Design your perfect steak meal from £15.00 per person

Burger night - Third Tuesday of the month
Selection of different burgers including vegetarian

New opening hours on Sundays, Roasts will be served from
12pm until 7pm. Booking advisable




Chilcompton Lives
Daphne Trippick

Daphne was born in 1922 in Woodchurch, Kent. The famuly,
including brother Ken, lived in the shadow of 2 windmuills —
both previously used to grind cotn and one ot which 1s now a
museum. Ken was with the RAF
and tramned as a pilot. Later he
went to Canada to traimn other
pilots. He matrted and now lives
i Canada.

As a child, Daphne remembers
being put on a tram by her Mum
) to vistt her Grandmother in
Godalming. Grandma would always be waiting at the

station and they would walk to her home — about 3
muiles. Daphne would visit a lady who lived across the
tields whete she would be given a dunk and cakes
and a large bar of chocolate when she left; a teal treat.

As a little gil Daphne was ‘very prom and proper’ Fer and Daphue aced arnd 5 and 5
dressed in clothes made by her mother. She attended

the local primary school and then the Ashford County School for gitls, cycling the
eight miles each way. She jomed the Ashtord Choral Society with her friend
Margaret — they ate still friends today.

Daphne was still at school when the 204 Wotld War started, and the school day was
shared with evacuees. On occasions they would have to go mto the aw rad sheltess.

On the fust day of the school holidays Daphne remembers bemng i bed and
hearing a Doodle Bug overhead. The engine stopped and there was an explosion.
Glass shattered and the windows were blown in over her bed. Daphne escaped
injury but had to empty the glass from her shoes.
Going down the stairs the plaster had come ott
the walls — they spent the day clearing up. No
one 1n the village was hutt but one or two houses
were destroyed.

Daphne met her future husband John at a tenus
match. John was i the Royal Atrtillery stationed
i1 the village in pnepcuanon for the expected
German invasion. gometunes Daphne and John played tennis during the Battle of
Britan whilst overhead the Butish Spittires were trying to shoot down the German
bombers. Occasionally, when the bullets were tlying, they would have to dive for
cover in the dugouts next to the tennis courts.

Jobhn and Daphne before theii

In 1941 Daphne started teacher training in Doncaster; because ot the war and black
out conditions there was little social life.

Coincidently John’s Battalion was moved to Barnsley which meant that they were
close to each other and able to meet occasionally. They were engaged during >>
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>>Chustmas 1941 and their song became Vera Lynn’s “Yours’, a popular song at
the time.

Daphne left college i July 1942 and her first teaching post was at St Michael’s
Primary School close to Woodchurch. She worked thete for tour years, cvalmg to
and from school as there was no bus service. Some of the lessons took place in the
atr raid shelters.

Daphne and John wete matried in 1946 shortly atter he
was demobbed, and he returned to lus pre-war job at

Clate’s Punters in Wells.  Daphne resigned from her
teaching job and moved to Somerset. They lived next door
to John’s parents i1 Croscombe. The toilet was at the top
of the garden and their dunking water came from a tap in [
the lane.

Daphne took up a teacher post in Croscombe Primary |
School for two years betore her children, David, Glyn and
Richatd, were born.

John joined the Croscombe and Dinder Crcket Club and
Daphne would push David in the pram to home matches.

From 1942 to 1960 Daphne suttered from poor health and
after a number of operations spent nine weeks in Forbes Fraser Hospital at the
RUH where her treatment was successtul.

John was now wotking in Bristol so it made sense to live closer, so they moved to
Temple Cloud wherte they bought their first house.

In the late sixties Daphne’s parents came to live in Midsomer Norton where they
celebrated their Diamond Anniversary. After her mother passed away, Daphne’s
tather lived with her family.

The couple moved to Chilcompton m 1970 and Daphne was patt of the village
W.I as secretary, president and press correspondent. She didn’t expect to get back
into teaching but when her youngest son came home and said lus teacher has been
bitten by a dog, she went to help at Temple Cloud School. Shorttly atterwards the
head at Clutton School asked it Daphne could help him out. Daphne did and
remained at the school for 18 years until 1980 when she took eatly retirement.

Daphne joined Chilcompton Ladies Choir and was also secretary ot the Methodist
Chutch Women’s Fellowship tor a few years as well as being involved with the
Paulton League of Frends. She was also on the Village Hall Commnuttee.

Daphne and John celebrated their Diamond Wedding inn 2006 and the tamuily
celebrated with a meal at The Court Hotel.

Sadly, John had a stroke 1n 1990, became deat and partially sighted. John passed
away in 2008 atter suttering trom heart fardure.

Daphne’s children, grandchildren and great grandchildren ate the joy of her lite.
She has 9 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren.

It you have enjoyed reading thus article and would like to shate your memories,
ple ase contact Mike Newman on 01761 233838 o1 the editor.
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To Dig or Not to Dig?

At the beginning of December last year, Chilcompton was very lucky to have a visit
trom eminent gardener, Chatles Dowding. He came to spend the day at our school
with the children and then stayed on in the late afternoon to talk to a group of
interested adults.  As many ot you will know, Chatles 1s most well known as an
advocate of ‘no dig gardening’ and I went along to find out a bit more and to see 1t
I could be persuaded to hang up my garden fork.

The principles behind no dig gardening are that digging destroys the structure of
soil and also distutbs the micro habitats of beneticial soil organisms, particulatly
tungt. By putting organic mulch on the top of the soil, worms and other soil
orgamsms ate left alone to create a structure that s 1deal for plant growth and at
the same time weeds are smothered.

Want to give it a try? The first step 1s to mulch the area to clean the soil of weeds
by smotheting them and depriving them of light. What you do depends a bit on
how many and what type ot weeds you have, and how much mulch you can soutce,
but there 1s no need to worry about it getting too technical. It you have woody
weeds like brambles and other tough perennial weeds such as docks it 1s a good
idea to dig out the main roots ot these betore mulching, but don’t bother too
much about small roots. Otherwise there 1s no preparation to be done other than
applying a good thick layer of organic
mulch such as home made compost
(see Chilcompton Matters Autumn

Ansomcabs

2016 for tips on making compost),
good well rotted manure or green

24/7 prebooked - six and eight seaters - .
waste compost from the fecyclmg

Taxi - Private hire centre. Then, as long as you have a

od thick layer (15cm is ideal), the
Airports - Seaports - Nights out ge Y ( >’

area can be planted straight away, even

C h i | com p t on if the mulch 'lms been laid on grass,
compacted soil or dense weeds.

01761201487 It woody and perennial weeds are a

07969 556174 significant  problem and  you can’t
soutce (or atford) enough compost tor
a 15cm layer, the area can be mulched
with any organic material (less well
composted manure for example),
topped with plastic or cardboard and
then lett until the weed roots are
exhausted from trying to grow without
light. After about 6 months the >>
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>> plastic can be removed or the cardboard will have rotted and the area should

be ready to plant.

In subsequent years, all that 1s required 1s a new layer of compost at least 3em deep
applied once per year. No digging!

As someone who actively enjoys digging and 1s lucky enough to have good, loamy,
easy to dig soil, I needed to be persuaded of the advantages of the no dig method
of gardening. So apatt from saving us from bad backs, what are the advantages?

No dig actually decreases the need for weeding! It seems counter mtuitive, but in
tact weeds thiive in disturbed soils and digging brings buried weed seeds to the
suttace where they can germinate and spread. Once existing weeds — have been
smothered by the wutial layer of compost, the only weeds you should get will be
those brought in by the wind and perhaps some persistent bindweed which will
need gently pulling up every time it rases its head above the soil sutface. As long
as newly germinated weeds ate pulled out or hoed ott whilst they ate very small a
no dig bed should remain weed free.

. The compost feeds the soil which in turn fteeds the plants, meaning that

there 1s no need tor chemical fertilizers.

. A soil tich 1 organic matter retains water much better than one without

organic matter, reducing the need tor watering,

. A no dig soil creates the ideal environment for plant roots. Even on heavy
clay there 1s no need to break up the soil as the worms and other soil
otganisms do this for you.

For me, I think the most persuasive atgument was seemng the results of the trials
which Chatles has run over the years. Time after time, comparisons of dig and no
dig beds showed that the no dig beds pro-

duced better yields of vegetables than the

beds which had been dug,.

Soil 1s a precious, finte resource, without =
which we, the human race, cannot suivive.
No dig gardening nurtures the soil on which
we all depend. One of my vegetable beds
alteady has a thick layer of compost on
it ready for planting later in the spring, the
others will be following shortly.

Tl let you know how I get on.
Sue Rankine
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Council Matters
Welcome to the Parish Council section of the latest village magazine.

This will be the final magazine of the curtent administration with Parish Council
elections 1 May of this year. I would urge anyone of you who 1s mterested in the
wellbeing and governance of our village to consider standing 1 those elections.
This 1s a great opportunity tor you to be able to influence what goes on in

Chilcompton.

The spring clean-up day will take place on 23 March, in recent years the number
of people has grown for each event, we hope that this will continue; if you would
like to take part please contact Chustine Foster, who co-ordinates the event. As
Chutstine will be standing down from the PC 1 May and also from this role, so
we ate looking tor a new co-ordinator. Chustine has done a magnuticent job 1s
increasing our numbers and organsing a lughly ethicient clean up, we are therefore
keen to maintain this state of atfairs. It you would like to carry out thus task please
contact the paush cletk. At thus pomnt all T need to say 1s thank you Chuistine tor

the excellent job you have done.

The Remembrance Day service 1 November was the third in the new tormat and
also commemorated the 100 anniversary of the end of the Great War. This year
saw our largest numbers i attendance and saw even more village groups laying
wreaths. We were asked why our ceremony takes place at 15.00 rather than 11.00
as with most of the country. The reason is quite prosaic; the cletgy who carry out
our cetemony also petform the same tasks for other local communities on the
morning of the 11% November and obviously can’t be i two places at the same

time.

This year the Paush Council has asked Mendip District Council for an increase in
the precept that each of you pay as Council Tax payers. This s the first time we
have done this during my tenure as Chair, it 1s not something that we did lightly.
Obviously 1t we are to ask Mendip to precept you more I believe that we
should explamn the decision. You will doubtless have seen in the last year the
constderable tinancial difficulties expetienced by Somerset County Council. This
against a continuing backdrop of austenty in tetms of tunding to both that body
and Mendip District Council.  These two bodies provide numerous services
throughout the village, many of which we take tor granted trom grass cutting on
verges to gutting the roads i the winter. Given the financial pressure these bodies
will expettence going forward it s not ditficult to see the reduction ot those
services 1n the future and some of them beimng devolved to the Paush Council.
However, we do not wish simply to mamtam the services we have but also to do

more atound the village to improve our village. >>
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>>

Ot all the ateas that we deal with at Paush Council the one that seems to generate
most nterest 1s planning, certamly it leads to the latgest numbers of attendees
by members ot the public at meetings. For those ot you who don’t know, the
Parish Council will be asked for their views on all proposed developments in the
village. As well as the views of councillors, anyone can come along and speak both
tor, and agamst, any plan. I know that all of my colleagues take this atea of the
role very seriously, often visiting the site of any proposed development as well as
looking at the plans in advance on the MDC website. This will result in a full and I
believe informed debate at meetings. While we are certamnly not “NIMBYS” and
obviously cannot make a deciston which will please everyone, we believe that we
artrve at a decision that retlects the view of the majority of villagers, not least as we
are all villagers ourselves. We are, however, only consultees and the tinal decision
rest with Mendip as the planning authouty. We ate, therefore, always keen that
wherte a plan 1s contentious and has attracted significant interest from parishioners
we always consult our local MDC Ward councillor.  We recently considered a
plan, with considerable public participation, which atter due consideration we
recommended rejection. Given public interest we asked our ward councillor
to recommend that it goes to board, which he duly did. We were then somewhat
surprised to hear that the plan had been passed, outside of boatd, on the
recommendation of the planning otticer to the chair and deputy chair of the MDC
Planning Board on the basis that there were no material planning reasons for its
rejectton. While this is correct under regulations it does seem to be a snub to local

testdents who want to have their say and makes our deliberations seem somewhat
powtless. As I said, everything s mn line with regulations but it ’gﬁ
does teel that we as locals are somewhat impotent in the process

and, pethaps, seems undemocratic?

Since the last edition two members of the Parish Council, Linda
Travis and Tom Duggan, have stepped down trom the council. 1
would like to take this opportunity to thank them both for their

service to the village.

Jonathan Pike, Chairman ot the Parish Council.

Elections

Parish Council and District Council elections take place on May 274, If you wish to
stand you will have to get a nomunation form. These can be obtained from the
cletk (232974), Matlene Picktord (232774) or Mendip District Council.

Foims have to be delivered to Mendip District Council personally between March
18t and April 3*4 You will need electoral roll numbers and these can be inserted
when you hand in the documentation.
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Beware of computer support scams

Do you own a computer or any other type ot digital device? It so, watch out for
traudsters who will try to steal your money or personal or tinancial information
through computer support scams.

Common scams include:

e A cold caller claiming to be from a big company like Microsoft, saying there 1s

a problem with your device and they need to access it to fix 1t
e Unsolicited emails with attached security updates that are 1 fact viruses.
e Being asked ftor credit card details to validate your sottware.

e  Genuine computer companites won’t call or email you out of the blue asking for

personal or financial intormation or to tix your computer.
Follow this advice to stay sate:
¢ Delete suspicious emails without openng any attachments ot replying to them.

e Hang up immediately on cold callers who claim there 1s a problem with your
computer or ask you tor personal or financial information.

It you are worried there may be a problem with your computer, you could:
e Contact a genuine company using the phone number on their paperwotk or website.
e Ask tor help at the shop where you bought 1t.

e Take it to a computer repair business that is member of the Buy With
Confidence scheme. All Buy With Confidence businesses are vetted, approved
and monitored by Trading Standards. Search at buywithconfidence.gov.uk or

call 01392 383430.
It you are worried you have been scammed:
¢ Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 0405006
¢ Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040

This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading Standards

Service https:/ /www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk

Volunteer - One Step Forward Please

A volunteer 1s urgently needed to help with cottee mornings at the Village Hall.
Frdays, one hour, once a month at 10am. Please contact me 1t you can help.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774 email: marlenep@mypostottice.co.uk
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Wessex Beer Festival

There will be no festival thus year with a review in 2020. The Wessex Beer Festival
has been mnning now tor thitteen years but sadly there will be no more tor the
toteseeable future. The festival has a long lustory. Ouginally, the venue was the
Bath and West Showground and then it moved from there to the Old Down then
onto the Court Hotel and tinally Chilcompton Spotts Club. The event was tun by
the Somer Valley Rotary Club and every single penny that was made at the event
over the years went to dozens ot chauties and good causes, big and small. Some of
that money paid for two detibullators in the village one at the Village hall and one
at Chilcompton Sports Club. It takes a lot of time and eftort to put on such an
event and all those people were unpaid volunteers who gave so much tume and
effort but again the numbers helping have also dwindled over the years. The final
decision was made after last year’s event when less than 50% ot numbers expected,
based upon previous years, actually turned up to support the weekend resulting in
the event covering its overtheads and not much more. Personally for me it was
more than a money raser 1t was much more than that. We had people trom all
over the wotld, from places like Canada and all around the country. Famously, we
had twenty Norwegians from Muraern beer drinking club turn up a tew years back.
There were also dozens of stag parties trom outside our atea who came over the
years. One year we were approached by the BBC One Show who after months of
talks and negotiations were due to film over the weekend of one event at the Court
Hotel only to cancel with two weeks to go because the host they were using, Neil
Mortussey, was unable to attend. It was also an opportunity for local talent to
perform 1n a lagge venue and we certamnly had a diversity of that over the years with
some fabulous talent and some good party mghts. All such events need support
locally to survive and 1t 1s a sad loss that this event will not take place this coming
September.

Alan Bowhay

MATHS TUITION

Make sure that your child has those core skills
to achieve the grade he/she needs

Malcolm Rigby
Maths Oxford Graduate

Tel: 01761 232974
“He did wonders for my son” — Ann-Marie Davis.
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The Memory Café

The Memory Cate has kick started the year with a clever quiz attended by thirteen
guests and pattners. Two rounds of tea and cake, plus fruit completed a very
enjoyable atternoon. The new programme continues in February with Biscuit
Decorating kindly led by one of the group members. Futther confirmed dates will
mclude: Archery Bows, Bingo 90, a visit from Radstock Museum and a Games session.
At a recent meeting some of the team of volunteers got together to discuss
progtess and future arrangements m the light of steadily increased attendance over the
pastyear.

As a result, we would be very pleased to welcome anyone who mught be mterested
i occastonal or regular help at the monthly session - and/or oftering transpott tor
one or two guests who would otherwise be unable to attend.  Sarah Crosse

~ LETTERS ~
Dear Editor,

I called 11 to the Redan for cottee on my way home having visited my (foster)
patents' resting place in Stockhull. T was delighted to tind a copy of your 'newsy'
"Chilcompton Matters" there, which the statt invited me to keep. What a great
publication ot which you must be very proud.

During my circumnavigation ot where I grew up, I introduced my triend to where
my old home had been at the junction ot Clapton Lane and Greenditch Lane which
was called Greenditch Cottages and owned by Bill and Ethel Wheeler. These angels
-my angels, fostered children from Dt Barnardo's homes and I was one. They met
me at Chilcompton station June 1936 aged just 2 and a bit! and we enjoyed 40 plus
years of mutual attection until their passing.

When Beeching closed that line he damaged- 11 my opinion- the very heatt ot our
village. Local industuies lost a vital means of distribution. Sheppards sawmulls, New
Rock, the concrete block makers and George Gollege's waterctess production to
name a few.

Re Chilcompton Station 1t was a sad discovery that 80% chose, point blank, to
object to the idea of any tomm of tesurrection. I wonder what percentage of those
objectors ate mdigenous "Comptonites”. I suspect that most are NIMBY's having
immugrated from elsewhere. I wonder how many local tolk objected to the
expansion of Sheppards Sawmulls all those years ago-the area where the majority of
objectors probably live.

T've just got down from my soapbox now and off to bed! I spoke to David Read

today and he's sending me a copy of hs little book (Growing Up In Chidcompton,
teviewed m the last issue).

Kind regards and thank you for the insight mto "Chilcompton Matters" it really is
supetb, Alec Sheppard- no relation to the other Sheppards of Chilcompton
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For all your motoring needs we offer:

A fine selection of pre-owned carefully selected
low mileage cars for sale. For our latest stock

please go to: www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Or contact Jon Bush or Dave Fowler
Tel: 01761 417470

Email: sales@davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Full workshop facilities including

MOT Testing

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

Air Conditioning

Fully skilled & experienced technicians
Free courtesy cars available

Free collection & delivery

Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton e Tel: 01761 417470

FOWLERS

www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Since 1988
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Fracking — Could it come to the Mendips?

In March 2018, the government announced proposals to fast-track fracking by
allowing applications for exploratory dulling to skip through the nommal stages of
the planning system. These proposals would make it easter to gamn permission for
exploratory drilling and curtaid the power of local authorities to oppose applications
through the planning system.

The government proposals distort the intentions of the planning system, eroding

local scrutiny and deciston-making.
What is Fracking?

Fracking (or hydraulic fracturing) reters to the method used to extract gas or oil
trom shale rock by mjecting large volumes of water contamung a number of
additives.  This includes sand and lubrcating thuds into the rock under high
pressute. Shale gas or o1l 1s trapped within impermeable shale rock, as opposed to
conventional natural gas deposits such as those under the North Sea, which ate
trapped below impermeable rock. Therefore simply drilling down to it 1s not
enough. The rock has to be fractured at high pressure to get the gas or oil out.

The fracking process has a huge impact on the localities where it has been allowed.

It has been associated with a number of health and environmental risks due >>

Free Legal Surgery

Serving the

Every Thursday 5 - 6pm.
community for

M . nearly 250

Thatcher + Hallam Solicitors years

www.th-law.co.uk

01761 414646

Thatcher + Hallam LLP, Island House,
Midsomer Norton, Bath BA3 2H)
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>> to the imherent dangers with injecting a latgge amount of chemicals
underground and the subsequent fracturing of rocks. Earthquakes, particulatly
in former mining areas ate one such risk - an  earthquake resulting
from operations 1 Lancashire led to a temporary moratorum on fracking in
2011, as well as having to be halted on almost a daily basis ever since extraction
began in eatnest m October 2018.  Fracking tluids have also been seen to leak
mnto local aquiters and the process can contribute to water shortages due to the
substantial usage of water.

Recent tesearch has revealed that to teplace even 50% of our gas impotts, one new
well would have to be dulled every day tor the next 15 years — that’s 6100 wells 1n
total (almost 5,000 tootball pitches in area). Worse still, vast swathes of our
countryside are under threat tfrom actwvities very similar to fracking but which do
not fall under its statutory definition.

Do we need Fracking?

The shale gas produced by fracking is composed almost entirely of methane, and is
thus dentical to Notth Sea gas or that unported from Eastern Europe. On the ftace
ot it then, despite the drawbacks in the extraction process, surely this could be a

valuable resource tor domestic and industrial use 1n the UK?

Untortunately the whole planet s i the grip ot changing climatic conditions, which
have seen the average global temperature rise. Since records began in 1881, the 18
warmest years have all occurred since 1998, so all the evidence points to the planet
getting increasingly warmer. Thus has already had a matked etfect on weather
conditions: we have all seen the pictures of hurricanes and typhoons around
the world but we have had extreme weather in the UK too. Farming and rural
communities are already suttering the eftects of wetter winters, more storms, high
winds and shifting seasons, and of course no one 1 Chilcompton will ever forget

the Great Flood of June 2016!

All the scientific evidence, and all the International Treaties on climate change,
conclude that global warming can only be halted by the whole planet moving
towards a much more limited use of fuels which produce carbon dioxide. Fossil
tuels, like shale gas, ate of course guilty 1n this regard, and would be undesirable 1n a
tuture low-carbon economy itrespective of the means of their extraction.

Instead we should be attempting both to reduce our energy requirements and
make much mote use of renewable resoutces such as wind, solar, and tidal power

generation.

To put people’s minds at rest, there ate no current plans to explore the possibility
of tracking anywhere in the Mendip atea. This piece merely tues to point out the
dangers ot current government thinking on fracking, and the monumental dangers
i pursuing non-tenewable, carbon-based fuel tesources 1 the context of climate

change and global warming. Richard Morgan
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Your Local Village

ESTATE
AGENT

(H) Expertise
1S

(H) Dedieation

Q) Integrit‘y'
4

S

SALES & LETTINGS

HARROD PROPERTY

BOOK A FREE VALUATION
01761233501+ 07740896 085 * info@harrodproperty.co.uk
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Asian Hornet/
a large black and
orange wasp

similar in size, but
mainly dark red and
yellow

What is Asian Hornet?

« Asian Hornet (Vespa velutina
nigrithorax) is a large dark wasp.

« They are often seen on flowers in
late summer and early autumn.

« They are effective predators and
pose a threat to native pollinators.

«Since Asian Hornets invaded
France in 2004, they have
colonised most of the country
and spread to neighbouring
countries.

« There is a high risk they will arrive
in the UK. The UK authorities have
already stopped several invasions.

« Our best chance of halting Asian
hornet is to promptly find them
and destroy the nests before
queens are produced in the
autumn.

Look Out for
Asian Hornet!

lf,’;Median Wasp:
Y like our other
social wasps, is

smaller with black

and yellow stripes

Honey Bee,
for comparison

What do | do if | find Asian

Hornets?

« Good quality photos are essential
to confirm sightings, which can
be reported with location details
as below.

Report sightings
send photos to:

@alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Asian Hornet Watch app
for apple or android

Further Information:
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/

alerts/index.cfmzid=4
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Speeding Is Not Just A Local Phenomenon
- Neither Is Speedwatch

Most people 1n the village have seen Chilcompton Speedwatch Volunteers standing
at the side of a road kitted out mn lumunous yellow jackets and wondered what
Speedwatch does and what happens to the mtormation that is collated.

Community Speed\vatah (CSW) 1s a national initiative where active members of
local LOlDlllUllltlf‘S, as volunteers, with the suppott of the police, monitor speeds ot
vehicles using speed detection devises. Speeding continues to be a concern for
many communities in both rural and urban environments. Therefore, Community
Speedwatc h 1s not restricted to villages and rural towns.

The aim of Speedwatch is to educate drvers to reduce their speeds. Seeing
volunteers at the roadside checking speed can be all that 1s needed to prompt
drivers to adhere to the limits - be 1t 20, 30 or 40mph. Vehicles recorded exceeding
the speed limits ate referred to the police. The information gathered hete i the
village is ted into police computers to forces nationwide, none of the roadside
mnformation 1s held locally by bpeed‘watch teams. In cases where education
s boldly ignored and evidence of tepeat ot excessive offences are collated,
enforcement and prosecution tollow. > e

Volunteers recetve JpPLOPLth‘ tramning, luminous
jackets and all the information and equipment to
prepare them to carry out a posmve roadside session at ;
a police approved and satety checked site. We ate
supported by members ot the neighbouthood policing
team who, when not tied up with other duties, pop
Along to our sessions. The scheme aims to cater
tor the problem of real or percerved speed related .
ottending. Through partnership with the community,
Speedwatch 1s used in circumstances that are
necessary, justifiable and proportionate in order to:

¢ Reduce death and mnjury on the roads
e Improve the quality of lite for local communities
¢ Reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit

e Increase public awateness of mappropriate speed

The ideal Speedwatch session is one where no
speeders are recorded. All this said, Chilcompton village 1s one of the top villages
in Mendip in seeing a dramatic drop in high speed oftenders. Regular
Speedwatch sessions held within the village, using one of eleven approved sights in
rotation, has made a noticeable ditterence. Drivers ate awate Speedwatch s here
but know not wherel During 2018 the village Speedwatch team carried out 64
sessions checking 16,017 vehicles, out of these 1.5% exceeded the limit, which 1s
well below the average ot 3.6% 1n Mendip.

Speed\vatc h actrvity 1s a proac tive solution to improve the satety and quality ot lite
tor everyone in the commuiity.

New volunteers willing to commut to at least an hour a month ate most welcome,
or mote information email: cswchilcompton(@hotmail.com
Judith Stantord
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TIM INNS

GARDEN DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE

. LawnCare F -
ree quotations
« Hedge Trimming and all
« IreePruning enquiries welcome
 Planting
« WeedControl
Please contact:

Tel: 07860388972 Email: tinns@hotmail.co.uk

STEVE DAVIS

GENERAL BUILDER

BRICK BLOCK AND STONE SPECIALIST

TEL: 01761 232638
MOBILE: 07970 818082

email: steve _davis43@hotmail.com
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~ LETTERS ~

(A tesponse to the public meetg on Chilcompton Station, held 1 September, trom Kevin
Carver, Chilcompton resident and member of the S&D Mendip Rattway Trust)

There were supposed to be two of us at the meeting but, due to circumstances
beyond their control, they could not make it. B[\ colleague knew about the
discussions with Taylor Wimpy and the site. T was there because T have over 30
years working m the hetttage/preservation side and I was there to counter the
arguments put out 1n the notice that someone produced.

With regards to what I know about the atea, well I know quite a lot about the
village of Chilcompton as 56 years ago I was born here. I went to school at the
bottom of the village and the one at Stockhill and also attended Sunday school at
the old Methodist Lhapel by the war memorial.

You say we don’t listen to your views but as I said at the beginning ot the meeting,
we onlv want to build the station buiding. You also say I couldn’t answer your
questions; thete was a question about the footpath from the Fry’s Wells budge to
the tunnels, how the building would be covered for security wl hen built, how the
group would become a society? The test of the questions wege about tunning
tramns.

It the Pawsh Council didn’t put out the notice, who did? And where was it
distributed as we didn’t get a copy along Wells Rd. In fact, I wonder how many of
the villagers knew there was a meeting that night as the only notice I saw was 1 the
local joutnal. My problem with the Parish Council is there petrcerved bias against
us, as the meeting was not announced to the vast majority of the village and during
the meetmg, I had to correct the chaitman on a couplc of ponlts He kC}_)t
mentioning tunning a railway and the worst, playing traimns.

I hope the gentleman got back in time for lus tea and it he can tell us who our
wealthy backers ate, I can pass on their details to other groups who could use
the money. The money to rebuild the station buidding would come from the
membership ot the society and from tundrasing throughout the country. You
don’t get pad for volunteenng to wotk on a project like tlus, you pay ftor the puvilege.
Can I ask a couple of questions?

Is the open space that you want to protect open tor all villagers and where’s the
play equipment that Taylor Wimpy wete supposed to have mstalled?

Finally, I would like to point out that the villagers ot Chilcompton did not stop the
buddmg ot the new houses on the station site because they didn’t want to put up
with the distuption and parking problems the new bmldmgs would bring. In fact,
the residents of Wells Rd put up with mote noise and distuption twice a day, tive
days a week, due to the relocation ot the two schools into one to take i the new
pupils that the new houses brought into the village.

Since this meeting the Parish Council has rejected our offer of a notice board on
the site ot the station explaming what was there. The Facebook group s still up
and running and has grown to over 700 members and we have also changed the
name ot the group to S&D Mendip Railway Trust.

Kevin Carver
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Chilcompton Art Club

2018 was the 25th anniversary year for the Chilcompton Art Club, and the club
held vatious events throughout the year in
otder to mark the event.

On Saturday 1st September the club held an
open day for all the village to come along
and view the workings of the club, with
members on hand to answer any questions =23
and explain the workings of the club. This
was followed in October by a two day
exhibition of over a hundred and twenty
pamtings, held in the village hall over the
weekend of 20th - 21st.

During 2018 we held several wotkshops and
demonstrations, some by our own members and
L a couple done
by protessional
artists who

came along for the day, a notable one was done | F=
by Mt Graham Cox of Trowbridge, who held a feg
very enjoyable workshop using pastels.

The att club meets in the St. John's Church Hall
every Wednesday and Friday morning between
10:00am and noon, 1t you have an inclination to paint or draw, then you can simply
drop 1 for a chat on one of those days, tea/cottee and biscuits provided. We
do not have any restrictions on membership, so you do not need to worty it you have
teservations about your abulity.

Our members are a welcoming bunch and can be on hand it you wish tor some
guidance. Membership 1s open both singly and jointly if you want to attend with
your partner, note also that the club s accessible by wheelchair.

More intormation can be found on our website: www.chilcomptonartclub.uk
or our Facebook page or contact: Amanda Mayes (Chairperson) 01761232475 or

Nigel Punchard (Sectetary) 01761 413579

William Weller

Having lived with his tamily 1 Chilcompton for many years,
William Weller 1s a local resident already known to many
readers ot Chilcompton Matters. In our next edition, we
shall be asking Will not only why he thinks Chilcompton is
such a great place to live, but also how he 1s getting on as
Managing Pattner of local law practice Thatcher + Hallam,

which 1s currently celebrating signuticant anniversaues.
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Upholstery Courses

It you wete thinking of revitalising a chair or another piece of furniture, you might
be pleased to leatn of the arsival of an upholstery school in the ever growing body
of arts and crafts organisations m the village.

Pattly due to the TV programme ‘Money for Nothing’, “upcycling” 1s the new buzz
wotd; give as many nods and winks to the Dadaists as you like, but it stidl sounds
like recycling to me. And reupholstering s reupholstering.

The pragmatic Tony Catn, who runs the South West Upholstery School down at
Manor Farm, would surely agree.

An upholsterer by trade, or cratt, during the day, he muns evening classes on
Tuesday and Wednesday nights and weekend courses once a month.

He said: “I wanted to give something back, that was the wspiration. T've been
doing this simnce I was 13 it was my \mudJ}' mornng job and from that I went
straght into wotk, basic Ally, and I’ve been doing it for 30 odd years.”

Tony said that he still finds the work satistying and inspiring.  “Every
day 1s ditterent. Now that I'm doing the school as well that’s a lovely addition. I
especially enjoy the weekend courses, you see a piece of furniture arrive and all of a
sudden by Sundav mght 1t’s unnpleted The students are so happy about what
they’ve ac ‘hieved. " So they do go away feeling they have accomplished something
speual.

Thete are two types of upholstery: modern and traditional. Modetn is toam and
tabric whilst traditional is all about springs, coconut fibre and hessian. The latter
takes a lot longer but both methods are taught at the school.

The students are predominantly women although there have been a few men, who
have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. But what do you need to do upholstery?
“You just need to have a bit of an artistic flair and be useful with your hands. If
you’ve got that you’re halt way thete, it’s all to do with the feel of the different
types of fabric, the feel of the foam.

“Statt otf small, and you’ll be finishing things and you’ll want to do more. By the
time you get to that big chair you will have progressed to be able to reupholster it.
Send me a picture of what you want to do then I can see it and say whether you’ll
get it done 1 an eight week or weekend course.

“Pm always learning, Pve been learning tor 30 odd years. I can’t say I know the
trade inside out because T’ll get a job tomorrow and DIl be thinking how do I do
that? I’m leaming trom the students, |ust learning how to teach them. At first I
tound it ditficult to e\phm it, 1 layman’s tetms, but I've got round that now, I've
learnt how to teach.”

What’s more he’s pretty pleased with the premises down on the tarm. I love
Chilcompton, this 1s the ideal location for us. You’ve got the Holy Cow just round
the comer, on the weekend courses they do lunches for us there. And everyone
round here 1s so friendly and welcoming,”

Go upcycle, recycle, testore, repair, recover or even reupholster.
Malcolm Rigby

For more information on the courses contact Tony on 07895 759657
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BRIAN FEAR CARS

‘We specialise in quality, not quantity’
Used cars
Broadway, Chilcompton, Radstock. BA3 4JW

Tel: 01761 233110

E.mail: sales@brianfearcars.co.uk

Did you know...

Mendip District Council
fund a loan scheme for homeowners
and landlords for essential home
repairs and improvements?*

For more information, visit:
www.wessexresolutions.org.uk,
call: 01823 461099,
or email:
enquiries@wrcic.org.uk

Your local, not-for-profit lender
working in partnership with
Mendip District Council
Wessex Resolutions CIC
Heatherton Park Studios,

- Bradford on Tone,
fi i ™
\’s.'ggzziz’:a Taunton, TA4 |EU
authority

': accredited register I £ subject to Status
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Chilcompton Gardening Club

The club continues to be successtul with just shott of 100 members who come
trom the Radstock/Midsomer Norton area as well as locally in Chilcompton.
Duiing the latter patt of the year we had a talk on "The Winter Garden" which
demonstrated the various plants that could be used for structure and colour during
the winter months. We also had a talk on "Success with Houseplants", which was
very mformative 1 what plants to grow and where to keep them. The first meeting
1n ]mu ary was the AGM with a good
attendance. Members were treated to cheese
and wine and various other nibbles, ably
supplied by Rosemary Blatchtord. This
started aftter the business part of the
meeting and was a good social event for
all.  Upcomung, we have a vartety of talks
including Roses, Orcluds, Ammerdown
Gardens, plants grown for fragrance and |8
many more. The meetmgs are 1 the village

hall commencing at 7.30pm on the 4th
Tuesday of each month, new members are
welcome ftor just £5.50 for a yeat's [
subscription. It you do not wish to be 2 memben then a single visit will only ¢
you /£2 and you can then come as a guest.

The picture of the rose was taken on January 16th by a
member in his garden and the A.G.M 1s also illustr: ated.

Terry Gust

Editor: At the age of 82 Terty 1s stepping down from
chairman for health reasons. He was on the commuttee for
two vears before taking the position of treasurer for ten
vears and has simce been the chaitman for six years.

John Beacham, who 1s taking over as vice chair, said that Terry will be greatly nussed by the
commuttee and members.

40th Year of The Flower Show

The Chilcompton Society’s Flower Show on Saturday 7t September will be 40

years old tlus year. Started in 1980 by the newly formed Society, it has been a

success story over the years and some of the eatly organisers still help to run 1t.

In the past, every village had a Hlower show, Chilcompton was no exception and
L ) joA L I}

put on a show jomtly with Stratton. We are not sure when or why it stopped;

pethaps someone can let us know if they remember it.

Residents trom both villages can enter the present show; also people outside
the village who belong to a Chilcompton club. Help make the 40% show great.
Schedules from David Rogers 01761 233142

Matlene Picktord
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Embroidery Experiences

Members of the Chilcompton Embroidery Classes _ -
took patt 1 a special day at Wells Cathedral on h‘ \ i
Saturday 26t January.

The event called “Wake Up Wells” had mote than
a hundred stalls and many pertormances, the

am was to capture the momentum ot deepening l
communication within the communaty.

Patricia Ardron, who tuns the embroidery classes,
ran a stall advertising the Wells Millennmum
Tapestry, which 1s now on the ground floor of
Wells Town Hall, plus also a display of photographs
of the Eye-Spy Tapestry which is permmanently
on show at the West Mendip Hospital and the
r == Alphabet Embroidered
Pictures which were given
to the Childten’s Hospice 1n

Wraxall.

She sad: “A very successtul day
5 was had with lots of interest and
| many different stalls showing what
s gomg on i and around Wells
with many Art Pertormances. Also
with the Cathedral being cleared of
all the chairs it showed what a very
| vibrant community day it was.”

Chilcompton Matters - Advertising - Can Now Be /1 Colour

The Chilcompton Matters newsletter is produced in the form of an A5 size booklet
twice a year, i1 Spring (deadline Mid-Febrary) and Autumn (deadline Mid-August).
For each edition 1,050 copies are punted and distributed throughout Chilcompton.

Advertisements can be accepted in the tollowing tormats. Costs ate per issue.

Full page - ‘portrat’ - n B&W / Greyscale £60 or imncluding Colour £120.
Halt page - landscape’ - in B&W / Greyscale £30 or including Colour £60.
Quarter page - ‘portrait’ - 1 B&W / Greyscale £15 or including Colour £30.

It you would like to advertise or you would like turther mformation, please call us
on 01761 569863. It we ate out, please leave a message with contact details and we
will get back to you. In order to assist the publication of the newsletter, please
inform us of your mtention to advertise as soon as you can.

Thanks go to all who advertise i the newsletter, their continued support enables
us to produce Chilcompton Matters for the benetit of everyone in the village.

Kathy and Mike Hughes
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HOME INSURANCE
THAT'S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Having a local office means we are accessible, whether you need
to make changes to your policy or make a claim.

Call 01761 239382 for a quote or pop in
NFU Mutual Branch, The Old Stables, Manor Farm, Stratton On
The Fosse, BA3 4QF

NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

It’s about time’

ives of The National Fa Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111983) Registered
13 Stratiord upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV'27 78.1. Authorised by the Prodential
Jated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Pradential Requlation Autharity. A memmber of the

g - 1
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St Vigor and St John Church School PTFA

Our small charity 1s run by a comnuttee of volunteers dedicated to advancing the education
of pupils at the school by fundraising tor facilities and resources as well as developing
relationships between the statf, parents, pupils and the wider commumty. As the school s
now part of the Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust it’s also important to us that the
PTFA continues to support the school wherever possible.

The PTFA has had a fantastic year raising an amazing £11.1k. Over the course of a busy
year we have otganised school discos, film’ mights for children, raffles, inflatable events, class
stalls, easter egg hunts, a summer and Chustmas tayre featunng local busmesses, food,
mustc and performance.

We are always keen to mvite the wider community to be part of our events erther by taking
part, having a cuppa at an event, meeting local people, shatng knowledge or buying locally
made items or performing at the Summer or Chustmas tayre such as the “Siug your heart ont”
ladies choir who shared their beautitul voices for us all to enjoy at Christmas.

We hold a regular second hand school unitorm stall, accessible all year round, Bags to
school events, m house school photos provided and supported by one of our parents and
helpers, a Just Giving page as well as management of indrvidual Chustmas card designs for
each child at the school to purchase.

In the last year we have helped the school with vanous resources and support, such as: new
chromebooks, gardening equipment for education and play, maths games, visualizers tor the
classtoom, outdoor play and leammng equupment, Chustmas books, playground marking and
swimming suppott.

We start thus year with ambitious plans to rarse funds for new musical equpment, phonic
books and some storage for the PTFA event equpment. We really value the support that
the commuty gives us, be 1t parents, carers, grandparents, local frends or local businesses.
We are extremely gratetul for all of the donations that we recerve and would like to extend
particular thanks to The Redan and the Waterside campsite crew for their generous
donations and help this year.

We are always looking tor help and support and ways to connect to the wider commuuuty,
so please do get 1 touch with us by email: svsjptta@gmail.com or via our tacebook page:
https:/ /www.tacebook.com/pttasvs

Carrie Creamer

Dates for the future:

Easter trad- Saturday 6th Apul, 10am-12pm 6‘ V igor and Sf J'o h n‘S
Intlatables Friday 14th June

Summer Fete 12th July. 5pm-7pm
Auction of pronuses- October 2019
Chustmas tayre 29th November 2019, 5pm-7pm

Short Mat Bowls

seenl a suddcn increase in nunlbers Thete 1s room for morel
Come and leatn a new skill and get good exetcise on Thursday
afternoons. David Rogers. 01761 233142
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RW

Plumbing & Heating

RICHARD HAYDEN 3 A
Gas Installations Mobile: 07855 761 686

and Upgrades Telephone: 01761 233027

Maintenance, Repairs, Email:

Bathrooms, FREE Estimates haydenl45@btinternet.com fe

STRAPESTONE

BOARDING KENNELS

A family run kennels that caters for any length of stay.
We care for your dog as we would care for our own.

Inspection welcome

Call 01761241566
Old Down Road, Ston Easton BA3 4EG
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From Me to Yew....
"The churchyard yew seethes in the breese of spring,
sere giardian in a cemetery of time,
that has scant relevance to those we bring
to plots eternal.’

Taxus baccata considerata.
John Burman

A Radio 4 news item caught my attention
recently; a review of a  newly published
book called "The Immortal Yew'. It got
me thinking about these marvellous
sentinels of our atboricultural hentage.

A few key facts....

The Common Yew (botanical name: Taxus baccata) 1s one of only three species of native
contters in the UK (the others are Scots Pine and Juniper).

Yew trees ate dioecions which means they have separate male and female plants - so the ones
with berries are female

The tlesh of the yew berry 1s edible but the seed 1s lughly toxic

The needles and bark are also porsonous. Reportedly, 50g of yew needles 1s a lethal dose
tor adults

On a more positive note; the potsonous alkaloids, known as taxanes found mn yew needles
help to stop new cancer cells torming. Clippings from yew tree collected between the
months of May and October when these chemicals are at their most concentrated, are
converted mto the chemotherapy drug Taxorere which has proven eftective in combating
lung and prostate cancer and advanced cases ot breast cancer

Yew trees are extremely long lived; in fact the oldest living tree mn the UK 1s easily a yew.
One contender 1s a tree at Defynnog in Powys which 1s believed to be an mecredible 5000
vears old.

At the turn of the century The Church of England launched a project to have a yew
tree planted in every pansh i the country grown trom yew trees believed to have been in
existence at the tume of the biurth of Chust. The tree destined tor Clulcompton was
duly planted on the island outside the entrance to St. Vigor and St. John's School man
building - can somebody contirm that 1t's still there and thuving??

At the other end of the scale, i the willage, we have a magnificent specimen growing in
the churchyard of St. John the Baptist's church. The eatliest mention of this tree 1s m
Collinson's History of Somerset i 1791. With a stem gitth of almost 8m the tree 1s
much older than that. It could be as much as 800 years and with the eatliest church n
Chilcompton recorded m 1188, not too hard to believe given the long association between
vew trees and churchyards.

There's more mformation about this tree and lots of other fascinating yew tree facts on the
Ancient Yew Group website www.ancient-yew.org. Go on, have a look - yew know yew
want to!

Alister Rankine
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What Is It Like To Be A Parish Clerk?

In 1974 a pliulosopher called Thomas Nagel wrote a famous (in certain crcles) article
entitled, “What 1s 1t like to be a bat? He kind of came to the conclusion that you would
never really know because a bat 1s a bat and we are human.

Another philosopher called Ludwig Wittgenstem said that 1t a lion could talk, you wouldn’t
be able to understand hum. Yet another plilosopher, called Dantel Dennett, rebutted him
by saying that 1t a lion could talk you would understand lum but you would never really
understand what 1t was like to be a normal lion because this was a lion that talked. This was
a weird lion.

I am neither a bat nor a lion. Though I have wutten a book from the pomt of view a slug.
So really, not a bat, Lkon, or slug. I am ternbly human.

So, what 1s 1t like to be a cletk? Pretty dull most of the time, to be honest. (No tlying
around at night with super radar powers.) All admun, munutes and accounts, although you
do get the occasional random phone call saying there 1s a peacock on the road or the wind 1s
blowing too hatd. T advise people to contact Mendip District Council or God.

Letters of complamt to residents about their vegetation can be excruciating. I mean 1t really
1s embarrassing to wute to some young mother that the Pansh Council msists she cut her
bush. The previous clerk wamed me that you don’t do this job for the money.

But my nemesis are the noticeboards. Putting up nunutes on a wet windy winter’s day with
juggernauts going by should really be classitied as an extreme sport. There 1s a techmque
that involves holding the new munutes between your knees wlilst you remove the old. It
remunds me of a dance called the “Wah-tussy’; 1t works but 1s quite undignified for a mature
man m broad daylight on a main road.

As the cletk T am also the RFO, the Responsible Financial Otticer, which 1s a pretty scary
title for someone who doesn’t consider himselt ‘responsible’ in pretty much any way and
certamly not with a capital ‘R’. Once a year I have to make the books add up, this can take
hours and hours as I normally find T am 26p out. The wite comes home and says what have

s, I thunk T

you been domng all day? I say, looking tor 26p, she reaches tor her purse and s
have 26p. It's not like that.

One of the petks of the job 1s that every month I get a magazme called ‘Clerk News’, I kid
you not. My predecessor said she liked to take 1t to bed with her: consequently my wite has
christened 1t ‘my ditty mag’.

You will be pleased to know that as the unelected cletk I have no vote on the council, so I
have no power. However my tavounte philosopher, Michel Foucault, mforms me through
his books that knowledge 1s power. I get an abundance of tubbish emals. But you will be
reassured that knowing the dates of the next Parish Forums or that Saltord University are
running a course on trans genders m the workplace has never mclined me to mvade a small
Atftican province.

I thunk what Thomas Nagel, Ludwig Wittgenstein and Dantel Dennett were saying was that
we ate all iving m an mevitable existentialist 1solation. I can’t speak tor bats, Lions, slugs or
even salors but as a paush cledk that can still shiver my tumbers. Just as there 1s an element
of batism that you cannot descube there 1s an element of paush clerkism you cannot
describe. Trust me.

Anon. Ha.
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Diary Dates
23+ Mar SPRING LITTER PICK 10.00am outside Village Hall
3« Apr LAST DATE FOR FORMS TO BE HANDED IN TO MENDIP DISTRICT COUNCIL
- See 'Elections' article (Page 31)
6t Apr EASTER TRAIL 10am-2pm at St Vigor and St John Church School
9t Apr GOLDEN HOUR CLUB AGM 7.00pm at Village Hall
10t Apr CARERS AND CARING BY BANES CARERS CENTRE 7.30pm at MSN
Methodist Church Hall
144 Apr PALM SUNDAY ALL AGE SERVICE 10.30am at St John’s Church
174 Apr EGGCITING EASTER EVENT 2.00-4.00pm at St John’s Church
18t Apr MAUNDAY THURSDAY HOLY COMMUNION 7.30pm at St John’s Church
19t Apr GOOD FRIDAY CROSS WALK FROM ST VIGORS TO ST JOHN'S 10.00am
-HOUR AT THE CROSS 12.00 noon
21st Apr EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE 5.30am at St John’s Chutch
21st Apr EASTER SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 10.30am at St John’s Chutch
2nd May PARISH COUNCIL AND DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTIONS
- See 'Elections' article (Page 31)
144 Jun INFLATABLES at St Vigor and St John Church School
124 Jul SUMMER FETE 5pm-7pm at St Vigor and St John Chutch School
13th Jlll REDAN CELEBRATES CHILCOMPTON at Redan
7t Sept FLOWER SHOW 2.15pm at Village Hall
TBA Oct AUCTION OF PROMISES at St Vigor and St John Church School
29t Nov CHRISTMAS FAYRE 5pm-7pm at St Vigor and St John Church School

PLUS...

Mondays KARATE DO 6.30pm-8pm Stratton-on-the-Fosse Village Hall
Mondays BELL RINGING 7pm at St John’s Church

2nd Monday MENORY CAFE 2.00pm at St John’s

Tuesdays & Thursdays ENIBROIDERY GROUP 10.30am at St John’s Church Hall
2nd Tuesday GOLDEN HOUR CLUB 7.320pm at Village Hall

4th Tuesday WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 2.30pm at St John’s

4th Tuesday GARDEN CLUB 7.30pm at Village Hall

Wednesdays & Fridays ART CLUB 10.30am at St John’s Church Hall

Ist & 3rd Wednesdays WEDNESDAY WALKERS 10.25am outside Village Hall
Ist & 3rd Wednesdays CHILCOMPTON WIVES 7.30pm at Village Hall
Thursdays SHORT MAT BOWLS 2pm at Village Hall

Thursdays KARATE DO 6.30pm-8pm Village Hall

3rd Thursday LUNCH CLUB 12.00pm at St John’s

Fridays FRIDAY CLUB 10.15am at Village Hall

Sundays KARATE DO 10.30am-12.00 Wuthlington Sports Centre

Sundays POWERHOUSE YOUTH GROUP 6.00pm at St John’s Hall

1st Sunday CELTIC WORSHIP COMMUNION SERVICE 6.30pm at St John’s
1st & 3rd Sundays COMMUNION SERVICE at St John’s

4th & 5th Sundays NMORNING PRAYER at St John’s

2nd Sunday ALL AGE SERVICE at St John’s

4th Sunday MESSY CHURCH 3.00pm at St John’s
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Friends of St Chad’s and Chilcompton Surgeries

Unftortunately we lost two of our committee members since the last letter due
basically to age and illness. We struggle on but ate now at the stage, where if no
new volunteers come forward The Friends will have to close down, at a great loss
to the Chilcompton Suigery, patients and to the village.

The Alzheimer’s Society gave a very interesting talk in October and there was also
one by The Chilcompton Memory Cate. I did not realise how many types of
Dementia there are. Our next public medical talk, with retreshments, will be on
Carers and Carmng by BANES Carers Centre at 7.30pm on Wednesday 10th Apul in
the MSN Methodist Church Hall.

We have bought a new diugs tridge for
Chilcompton and thanks to a very generous
donation, a state of the art medical couch for
the sutgery. There will also be a new bench
outside i1 the car patk. The Chustmas Draw
was quite successtul but there were fewer
Saturdays for the tlu' jabs tlus year. At last we
have labelled some of the medical equipment
i1 order that patients, and statt, know who

putchased the ECG machines and blood
pressure monitors etc.

To end on a sad but serious note. I am setious that we may have to close down
after raising over £41,000 for our patients and we would donate our considerable
tunds to another Patients participation Group i our area. It takes less than eight
hours a year to be an active member of the committee. So please volunteer and
contact me on 01761 232188 anytime.

Alan Webb, Chairman.

Then & Now
Bowden Hill
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Chilcompton Sports Club - Netball

Netball 1s now back at the Sports Club. This has been otganised in conjunction
with Netball England who provide the coach and equipment. Information about
‘back to nethall’ can be found at: www.somersetndo

What 1s 'back to netball'’? It’s been 1un
since 2008 by England Netball and now
over 60,000 women have taken part and
realised the benefits of getting mvolved.
From losing weight, developing the
body’s cardiovascular system and
improving muscle tone, taking part s
great for you in so many ways.
Chilcompton Sports Club will be

running a course and providing women of

all ages a gentle reintroduction to c“lle"MPT“N SP“RIS cl“B

the sport. The sesstons are run by WELLS ROAD. CHILCOMPTON, BA3 4EY
y {]

passtonate and enthusiastic coaches who

cover the basics on all aspects of the game. £4 Fm SEssm“ All nmu'"[s WEm“ME
Ity rould like t t involved, just
qon WO e tae 1o B ARTO TS 1| FORMOREINFORMATION CONTACT SAMMY KEMMISH:

to keep hit or jomn a team, please contact

Sammy Kemmuish 07738 696362 SAMA“T“A'K(E,%Eg@ﬁmgﬂgsug';ﬂmulm“K

email: ]
Samantha.kemmish@englandnetball.co.uk k et /

Double-deckers

The 173 bus service, which goes between Bath and Wells, has been
double-deckered. Not all of them, as you
may well see a single-decker durng the
middle of the day.

Trees have been cut back to allow the
higher (but shorter and narrower) buses to
get through the lower part of the village.

Meanwhile the Parish Council 1s still
seeking a bus service to cover the Wells

Road end of Chilcompton.

Feedback

What are your views on the magazine? The team that put it together is always
looking for your comments, be they good or bad. Is thete something mussing?
What could be done better? Please let us know. Contact the parish clerk (detals
on the mside of the front cover).
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Chilcompton Sports Football Club
YOUTH FOOTBALL

Chilcompton Sports Youth FC (registered with the Somerset County FA), 1s
now in the twentieth year of operation. We ofter structured tramuing sessions and
patticipation 1n League football (age appropriate) for over 200 boys and gitls in the
school age groups trom Year 2 until Year 11 (U7-U16). We also run a Soccer Tots
programme for those mn Year 1 and it 1s a fun and structured mtroduction into
tootball.

lnlunnpton Spoits Youth FC 1s an FA Charter Standard Club. All coaches
commut to gatung as a muumum, the FA’s Level 1 Certiticate 11 Coaching Football
and ate encouraged to further their development with Continued Protessional
Development (CPD). All coaches are CRC checked, First Aid qualified and have
the FA Sateguarding qualifications. No coaching statt without the full compliment
of qualitications are allowed to take sessions.

TRAINING PROGRAMME
Soccer Tots:

ThlS 1s an mtroductory programme for Year 1 children and below. It concentrates
on agility, balance Alld co-ordination (the ABCs) and is an mtroduction mto Ball
Mastery and the Coerver range of skills. It runs trom the Ist Saturday in September
until the last Saturday of Apul.

Saturday Morning:

All age groups train on a Saturday mormung trom the first Saturday i September
untd the last Saturday of Apnl. It bmlds on the foundation of the Soccer
Tots programme, contiues with the development of the individual player
and imntroduces the concepts of team play. The session is the cornerstone ftor
promoting a 'one club' philosophy for players, coaches and parents.

Midweek:

All age groups, above U7s, also tramn durmng the nudweek at one of the 4g facilities
in the area. Thus builds on our philosophy of the importance of tramning. Age
group coaches are strongly encouraged to organise further sessions at no turther
cost to the players, but this depends on the coaching resoutce i each age group.

Intetested players/coaches/volunteers should visit our website to find contact
details for particular age groups and opportunities: www.chilcomptonspotts.com

ADULT FOOTBALL

The adult section of the club mns 3 sides: It team in the Somerset County
League — Premuier Division, Reserves in Mid Somerset league — Division 1 and
Development side in Mid Somerset league — Division 3. The development side s
ettectively an U18 side with the objective ot helping the transition from youth to
adult football. At this time of year we train on Tuesdays 7-9pm at W uthlmgton 4g
and Thursdays 6-7 at the same venue. New players ate Jl\vnys welcome.
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Chilcompton Cricket Club

On Sunday 3% February Chilcompton Spoits Cricket Club held their AGM at
Chilcompton Sports Club and it was well supported by Club members. The Club
thanked “Parker Transport (SW) Ltd”, “Spectrum Form Design Ltd” and “PG

Owen Ltd” tor their continued generous sponsorship.

Chilcompton Sports Club were also thanked for providing excellent facilities. It
continues to be a popular meeting place for Chicompton villagers and spoits

munded people around the area.

This year will be the 5% season as Chilcompton Sports Cricket Club and 2018
marked the most successtul season to date tor the Senior Section. The Saturday 15t
XI tinished Runners Up in Bustol & District Division 6 and will play i Division 5
this Season — The Skipper Ben Futcher led by example passing 1000 runs for
the season! The Sunday 204 XT finished mud table and just missed out on the
promotion places. The Sunday XTI also finished Runners Up 1n North Somerset

Division 4 and will play i1 Division 3 this season.

The Youth Section had a hugely enjoyable season with expett protessional
coaching trom Frome’s Mark Watts. Both the Ull side and U3 sides tished
mud-table 1 the Bath & District Youth Cricket League and mote than held their
own against the giants from the Bath area. The membership for the Junior Section

doubled 1n 2018 which was great to see 1 only the second tull League season.

Junior tramung sesstons will be held agan at Chilcompton Sports Club on
Wednesday evenings trom nud Apul to end July (6.15pm — 7.45pm) - details to
tollow on the Club website, Journal and Somerset Guardian. Entolment nights
will be held at Chilcompton Sports Club duting March - details again to follow.
Following i the footsteps of Joe Fussell m 2018, we saw Alexandra Baughan
selected to tepresent Somerset Junior Ladies in 2019. This is a great achievement
tor Alexandra who 1s one of our growing number of promising young players and
she stars i our Mixed Ull & Ul3 sides on Monday and Tuesday evenings
throughout the season.

In Match 2019 the Club will complete Stage 2 of the Outside Net Project with a
new playing surtace. Lots of tundrasing will continue, including a Race Night on
Friday 7% June. It is hoped that we will be able to complete Stage 3 later in the
season which will see the whole surface carpeted. The Club wish to thank all the
local sponsors who have made the project possible.

In Apuil the Cricket Club will launch their new website which will be linked to the

Spotts Club website.
The Club held the Senior/Junior Presentation at Chidcompton Sports Club on Ist

March with various awards handed out. >>
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Senior indoor nets started 1 February at the Wells Blue
School (7pm to 8pm) — current old and new players all

welcome. Outside nets for Juniors and Sensors will start

when the clocks change at the end of Match.

The Club will be looking for tea makers for the coming 2
Alexcandra Banghan,

season on Saturdays and Sundays and will pay very good
Young Player of the Year

rates. For
morte detals, please contact Dave
Travis.

The Club are keen to tectut mote
Sentor Players torthe new Season,
tor fturther details contact Dave
Travis: 07725 458404 ot email:
dave.travis(@hotmail.co.uk

Dave Travis

i Photographs (top and bottom left) by
kind permission of Andren Rumary

Chilcompton Sports Club - Boule

Atter the success of an open day last year 1t has been decided to build two perma-
nent Boule pitches at the sports club. PETANQUE or BOULES can be played
with two teams of one, two, three or four players on each side. The ambition is to
torm a club to play tor tun with a view to forming a team to take part i the Bath
league who have already agreed to allow Chilcompton to join.

Formote mntormation and register your mnterest please contact Martin 07971 173809

Email: martin.bownl(@btinternet.com
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Spot the Difference

Song Thrush Redwing
Both are members of the Thiush fanuly, both have spotted chests, but the Redwing
is identifiable by the rusty red underwings. The other factor is that the Redwing
has a bold white superc ilium and a whitish moustache strpe. The Redwing tends
to have a shorter tail than the Song Thrush.

The Redwing was caught on camera in the garden of Pete Sinclair, the Song Thiush
at Alister Rankine’s.

Other bitds that have been snapped i the village.

Long-tailed Tit Wren Nuthatch

Beyond Belief - 1

For several months pedestrians have been caretully avoiding treading in dog poo on
the pavement at the bottom of Stockhill Road. New deposits appear every two or
three days and residents are upset and disgusted by this iresponsible behaviour
trom a pet lover who allows this to contmue. It 1s puzzling that one among us
seems happy to spoil our streets 1 this way. It 1s one thing to live in this lovely
village and take all the benetits on otter, but there 1s also a moral obligation for
everyone to consider others. PLEASE, whoever you are, PICK IT UP!

Beyond Belief - 2

In the Autumn, a lady stopped her car in Stockhill Road near a gt bin, shovelled
salt into bags Alld diove off with them. For anyone i any doubt the County
Council and Parish Council provides gut at tax payers’ expense tor emergency use
on snowy ot icy roads and pavements. To take away grit for personal use s selfish,
antisocial and depuves duvers and pedestrians from moving around sately in SULh

conditions. PLEASE DON’T DO IT!
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