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Welcome...

to the spring village newsletter under the new name of ‘Chilcompton
Matters ..because it does. Hope you like the fresh title. Just alittle bit
quirky and maybe a touch corny. But like the proverbial tin of paint, it is as
it says.

After initially worrying whether there was enough material we actually
have eight extra pages this time - a bumper issue. Thank you so much to
all contributors, whether it be articles, pictures or letters; please keep
them coming.

Moreover there now seems to be some regular columns developing, Jon
Pike has promised to keep us abreast of 'Council Matters' over the
preceding six months and Sue Rankine will be giving gardening advice.
‘Then & Now' could also be a constant so if you have old pictures of the
village do get in touch. There has even been the offer of an ‘Agony Aunt
column. So if you have a 'delicate’ problem that needs treating anonymously
then put it on paper, post it fo the parish clerk and scuttle away in a
darkened hoody. Sorted.

Despite the dog poo and the bonfires (see inside), Chilcompton is of course
a wonderful village and home to a host of talents and interests. Did you
know, for instance, that the village boasts both a Reflexologist and a
Steampunk enthusiast? So read on. But there must be other interesting
or strange skills and hobbies within our midst. Do you collect antique razor
blades or are you a fire-eater? Have you won an award for ballroom
dancing or played piano for Barclay James Harvest? Have you personally
insulted Fat Boy Slim or kicked Trevor Brooking on the shin? We want to
know. We demand to know.

Thanks for the desktop publishing skills of Mike Hughes, who modestly
claims he is still learning. Thanks to Kathy Hughes for dedling with the
adverts, she continually seems to find more. Thanks fo the distributors
for their rapid execution, and thanks to you all for reading. There was a
Jjoke here to conclude but in a post-meeting discussion it was vetoed by the
Parish Council. Political correctness gone mad, which is kind of ironic in
that it was a subtle postmodernist quip about political correctness.

Partypoopers.

Bless your hearts
Malcolm Rigby

Parish Clerk,  E-mail: parishclerk@chilcompton.org
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Remembrance Day Service

Last Autumn saw the last Remembrance Sunday service to be held in its

present form. With the closing of St. Aldhelm’s RC church a new format

will evolve.

Judith Stanford (nee Painting) and her
sister, Susan remember services in the
1950s when they sat on their garden

wall to watch proceedings.

Clergy from C of E and RC churches
took part, notably Rev. Roy Adnett,
Preb. Lionel Greenway and Father
John Roberts, as well as the minister

from the Methodist church.

The band from Downside school
played hymns and the pupils noted
Father John’s mistakes with some
hilarity. At this time the British Legion
played no part.

In the 1970s and 1980s the services were held in the Methodist church or
St. Aldhelm’s alternately until the former’s closure in 1999.

We are grateful to the British Legion, Arthur Moon, who organised the
services in recent years, the standard bearers, buglers and organists, who

all contributed to the ceremonies.

Former parish councillor, David Richardson-Aitken will be arranging
this year’s Remembrance Day Service and details will appear in the next

newsletter.

Marlene Pickford




Could you offer a home for 3 weeks to a child still

living with the aftermath of the Chernobyl accident?
July 1st - 22nd 2016
™y

Hi gy

Ben hosting Polina, Irena and Ivan, Summer 2015

Contact Jo Brown 07443 576866
Zoe Hummerstone 01749 670118
...or find more details on our website
http://cof cwells.com

Martin Addicott, who lives on The Street and has hosted on several occasions, said:
“The children come from a very poor rural area that is irradiated and will be for thousands of years.”

All are welcome to come and jon us on Tuesday mornmgs
C\\\\COMP‘\'OV\ tfrom 10-12 with your babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers at
; Chulcompton Village Hall.

1 There are lots of fun activities, singing, toys, and arts and

> db - I6 cratts. Cottee and tea 1s available for adults and healthy snacks
P\a")gYO\’P tor children. Oanly £2 suggested donation per famuly.

This 1s a patent led playgroup so we particulady appreciate

extra hands and 1f you have any unused toys or equipment that are still m good condition,

we would be very grateful for donations.

New faces are very welcome, please just tum up or it you need further information or

wish to donate, please contact chilcomptonplavgroup@hotmail.com or check us out on
Facebook.
We look forward to seeing you and your hittle ones!

5




Wednesday Walkers

Another good year walking vatious footpaths; east to Holcombe woods ot Pitcot;
west to Clapton; south to Crocks Bottom or Nettlebridge and Benter valley and
sometimes north to Midsomer Norton. g

The photo shows some of the
walkers who enjoyed Chuistmas
lunch in the Horse and Jockey at

Binegar.

Anyone 1s welcome to come and jomn us on the first or third Wednesday ot
the month, meeting at the village hall at 10.30am. Walks can be short or long
depending on your preference.

Matlene 01761 232774

Friday Club

Furday Club has increased in numbers and become so popular that it has had to
move to a larger room in the village hall. Many thanks to the eight volunteers who
run the club. Also the cook who bakes lovely cakes for us.

L
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Also, gratetul thanks to Chilcompton Celebrates, tor a grant which pad for
Chuistmas lunch for members.

Come along any Friday morning for a cup of tea at 10.30am.

Matlene Pickford 01761 232774

For Sale

Silver Table-Top Dishwasher, Zanusst, 6 place settings. V G condition, very clean. £95 ono.

Kathy Hughes 01761 569863




Golden Hour Club

Members ate looking forward to a new year of entertanment and tnendslup with chours, talks, slide
shows and vanous other artistes, meetng on the second Tuesday ot each month at 7.30pm. at the village

hall. There 1s also a bung and buy’ stall, rattle and tree refreshments at each meeting.

01761 233142

The Christmas Tree

A big thank you to Shaun, who has put up and decorated the Chustmas tree at the village hall
each year. In recent years villagers have kindly donated trees that they no longer needed i thetr
gatdens. This year the tree was pad tor by the Chilcompton Society.

Thank you Shaun!

Chilcompton Wives

The New Year brought us new members, who we hope will enjoy our Spring diary. We have
had an mfomative evening from our Village Agent, Jacky Smuth, with suggestions of how she
mught be able to help us with a vasety of possible problems. Other dates include; a true story ot
awat tune romance, a look into the National Garden Scheme, cheese-making, and the petils ot
being a public speaker. We ate hoping to visit a local garden with a cream tea to tound off the
day. It any of tlus appeals to you, bring a triend and join us for an infommal evening, we meet n
the Village Hall on the Lst and 31d Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.

For turther information check the Village Hall notice boatd or contact Budget Brookbank on
01761 232039 or Maureen Evans on 01761 233266.

Community Transport Scheme

Stratton-on-the-Fosse Parish Council ate seeking to set up a multi-village transpott scheme that
would match up volunteer davers with people who needed to make medical appomtments but
wete unable to access public transpott.

Sata Crawshaw said: “Several very successtul car schemes alteady mn mn other areas of
Somerset and 1 Wiltshire. We need to know whether thete 1s a demand for such a scheme mn
Stratton, Holcombe and Chidcompton and also it thete are any volunteers who could gve a

couple of houts to help with diving or co-ordnating the scheme.”

Any volunteers or suggestions please ring 01761 239135.

For Sale

American style side by side fridge treezer with ice making compartment /dispenser

and water dispenser. V G condition. £100 ono.

Marlene Pickford 01761 232774




We’ll still be Celebrating!

You've probably guessed by now that we are unable to mun a Llnlcolnpton Celebrates! agam tlus year,
but P'm pleased to tell you that the Redan 1s plantuing a muu version of 1t for Saturday 9t ]ul\

Wete happy to pass on the name so the Redan Celebrates Chilcompton will feature bands, a hog
roast and other tasty tood options, stalls, bars (of course) and all sotts of - entertamment. Running from
2pm mto the eveung, it’s envisaged that the atternoon will be aumed pamanly at tamilies with actrvities
tor chuldren —but of course everyone s welcome at whatever tune they want to amnve. The evenng will
see more of a concentration on music with live bands and possibly a bit of dancing.

It’s hoped that village organusations who have had stalls at Clilcompton Celebrates! will book one tor the
Redan event and theyll take bookings for as many stalls as will comtortably fit. It you're mterested, nng
Katie on 01761 258561 (ditect line) or email her on kate(@theredaninn.couk.

The pub itselt will be selling their home-baked bread and other specialities. The owners, Dan Obem and
Toby Gritten, are keen to get mvolved m village lite, and will donate any montes made trom the event to
St John’s Chureh /St Vigor and St John's school.

Says Dan, “T’ve always loved Clulcompton. Ny dad was bom m the village and I would love to move
here —when I can atford ttf” I’m sure the village would welcome Dan and lus wite Kate and chidren
Frankie and Reid as residents.

Please walk to the Redan Celebrates Chilonipton — there 1s very inuted patking and we don’t want to put
any chuldren in danger —or indeed anybody else.

Chunstine Foster

\ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ!!ﬂ!ﬂ!( WM%M%M%M%%

: New to Midsomer Norton ‘ BALANCE WITH BOWEN :

- Jesse Beaus — » g Body Balance; Posture Aware §
A XX Bowen Treatments XX

W Unique family business & g g

De High Class Dress Agency W ¢ » Gentle hands-on treatment %

hid (50/50 commission) - for specific aches & pains

D Upcycled and 2nd hand ) § (eg: backs, elbows, knees,

b N . hips, migraines)

<« furniture and more . ‘ _

e May sell on commission - » For relaxation and

. - for boosting energy

- 10 High Street < ‘

Vi Why not pop-in or contact us: & Located in Neighbourne ’

: 01761 411 479 - Contact Cat Wilton ,

@ iessebeaus@gmail.com W< Tel: 01749 841028 E

@  Likeusonfacebook % g Mob: 07921 259758 g

- B < www.balancewithbowen.com

o o o 2 2 o o L TR IR TR TRIEIRIES:
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Things Can Only Get Better

Wating at the tal end of winter with the ram hammenng agamst the windows and the garden looking
sullen and soggy, 1t stkes me that to be a gardener, one 1s necessanly also an optmust. In the twelve
month cycle of gardenmg thete 1s always somethung to look torward to and always that gardener’s as-
sumption that the weather will be kinder thus year, that one really will leam from the nustakes of last year
and that the sugs will be less hungyy.

The weather 1s cleady out of our control. On the endless ramy days of winter the only thing to do 1s to
drool over seed catalogues, place your orders and look forward to the spung (wlich m the nund of the
optmustic gardener will dawn wamm and sunny m mud March). Last year, spung was unseasonably wanm
but the test of the summer cool and disappomting so that crops like tomatoes and clullies wluch requure
heat and sunshme (as does tlus gardener) didi’t tare well. Tlus year thetetore I'm trymg to get my
greenhouse crops going as eady as possible to make use of any eady wammth should last year’s weather
pattem be repeated, and to gve the longest growmng season possible — particulady umportant when
gardening on the north face of the Mendips.

Which of many nustakes trom last year should I own up to? Planting a beautitul dessert gooseberty and
letting the fat pigeon get to the upe puiple tnut betore me? Watchng a swathe of selt’ sown poppies
swamp a newly planted border? Yet agam not staking my  pusple sprouting broccolt propedy so that it
collapsed over the path? Tlus yearit will be ditterent. I »7/get a cage up over the tnut garden betore the
ot starts to npen. I »7/be ruthless with the ted poppies —yes they are beautitl —but they need to be
controlled. And I 24/ stake the broccoli (and net 1t agamst pigeons).

As tor the slugs, hopmg they will be less hungty 1s mote cloud-cuckoo-land than opturusm but one can
hope. Meanwhile I can hear the repetitrtve call of the great it from the garden even over the sound of
the ran hammenng agamst the window, so spung 1s i the ar and I really believe that 1t 1s gong to be a
great year for gardening;

Sue Rankine

s ‘o € i)
Chilco’s ‘Judi
Local actess, Lizzie Mormns, 1s pettormmg n a new play over the Easter penod, m Bath. The play was
created from an amalgam of Shakespeare’s works.

The semu-pro production orgaused through the Bath Theatte Royal sees the best of the region’s
amdrammers comumng together with a professional diector for five performances trom March 24t
through to the 27t

Lizzie, a stalwart of Clucompton Amateur Dramatic Society who tamously played Lady NMacbeth some
vears ago, will be Queen Gertrude m thus new play entitled The Dogs of War.

She said: “It’s been hugely fun; the play 1s extraordmary and very clever. With a professional director
everything1s very orgarused, though mevitably 1t 1s hard wodk.”

The play weaves Shakespeare’s wutings on contlict mto a new story that unfolds, promenade-style,
across the tull site of Burdall's Yard. Fusng the beauty, the barbansm, the horror and the hope of
Shakespeare’s wotk, tlus lawge scale immersive perfonmance posits you at the heart of the battletield and
the power games thatlead to it all. Apparently.

The pertormances take place at Burdall’s Yard on the London Road n Bath. For tumungs and bookings
contact the Bath Theatre Royal.

Come and see our very own ‘Dame Judy’ perform!




Adopt-a-path, the local way

Chidcompton now has its very own scheme to look atter the footpaths that meander 1 and
around the village.

Some months ago you may remember teading about how Somerset County Council was
trying to mtroduce an Adopt-a-path scheme county wide that would involve mdiduals taking:
tesponstbility for their chosen paths.

However the local footpaths sub-commuttee and the Paush Council thought that the plan was
too tommal and potentally labonous ftor those volunteers. So now a new local and more

informmal scheme has been set up to monutor the paths.

Councillor Matlene Pickford said: "Residents 1 Chilcompton have long been  walking
tootpaths and tlus has ensuted that they temamn open and 1 good condition for everyone to
access and enjoy. By adopting a path, simply walking 1t 3 or 4 times a year and teporting any
blockages , you will be helping to keep these paths i1 use for future generations.”

Any individual who wants to volunteer to walk occasionally a patticular path and keep an eye
out tor any problems and then teport the issues, can join the scheme.

So 1f you have a favoutite path that you would like to call, in just a little way, 'your own, then
contact Cllr Matlene Picktord on 01761 232774.

Milking the menu

Ten months on and the Holy Cow bistro caté at Manor Farm m Chilcompton continues to

thuve with an ever extending list of culinary delights.

New tastes to be expertenced mnclude the Holy Cow handmade burger, a vauety of tresh
salads, braised beet and veg pre, vegetable curry, chilli wraps and the always popular pulled
potk with Hotsimn sauce on a toasted bun. There ate now eight types of cotfee and a vanety

of teas.

The caté has recently acquured a license to sell alcohol so expect soon locally sourced beers
and ciders, pethaps a cusp Sauvignon m the spung sunshine or maybe a glass ot Prosecco

as patt of a celebratory breaktast.

Caté manager Karen Mattick saud: “It’s always nice to see ditferent faces but we’re now
getting regulars from both the oftices and the wvillage as well as the odd dog walker who
stumbles across us.

“People enjoy the atmosphere and the sense of style, but sometimes it 1s the small details
like the tresh tflowers that generates appreciation. We’'ve been getting tabulous reviews on

Tup Advisor and social media.”
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End Loneliness Event

Lonelmess 1s substantial problem m Mendip and can impact upon a mdmdual’s physical and mental

health as well as thewr emotional wellbemng.

Therefore, as patt of the cutrent national campaign to © End Lonelness’, Mendip Distnct Council ate
holding an event on Apal 14th at 6:30pm m the Council Chambers.  The evenung will start with an
mfommative talk to raise awateness of the wide rangng ettects of lonelness, grving Mendip area specific

data.

Thus will then be followed by two shott presentations of examples of good practice, atter wluch all
attendees will be tree to wander around the vanous stands avadable to chat and discuss 1deas with a
vatety of orgatusations or local groups that will be tepresented on the evenung - these will range from

Chidcompton Luncheon Club to the Frome Men’s Shed to Sometset village agents and many others.

As a sigruticant part of the solution to loneliness will ultumately be delivered at a very local level, it 1s
hoped that the evenmg will mspire people to set up new wutatives m thew own patch of Mendip, or

pethaps to leam trom others how to have a greater impact from ther current ones.

Attendance at the event 1s encouraged trom all panshes no matter how small or large and can be fromy;
elected pansh or town counallors, pansh cetks, commumty groups, church groups, village hall
representatives, distuct councilors and any concemed member of the public who wants to play thewr part

mn helpmg to ‘End Loneliness m Mendip’.

New Residents

Chilcompton Parish Council would like to welcome you to the village.
All villagers are mvited to attend the Pansh Council meetings, to make an observation or
just to view the machinery of the most local tier of government.

The second Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

It you have any i1deas tor the twice yeady village newsletter or would like to put some mntor-
mation up on the village website, contact the cletk at parishclerk(@chilcompton.org

orting 01761 232974.

Website: www.chilcompton.org

PC noticeboards ate by the Coop, by the Village Hall, on Bowden Hill and at the bus stop
by Church House

District Councillor: Cllr RCarter(@mendip .gov.uk

County Councillor: HXSiggs(@somerset.gov.uk

District Council: 0300 303 8588

County Council: 0300 123 2224
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Obituaries

The tollowing residents, former tesidents and friends have died since the last
newsletter:

Archie Catley, Albert Williams, Valette Jones, Dennus Farthing, Barry Thotner,
Valerie Press, Ethel Willcox (formetly of Norton Green Farm), Hilda Hares,
Evelyn Bull (née Veale), Barry Hartley, John Wareham, Alan Bailey.

Apologies if anyone has been lett out. Please let me know ot any others and they

will be included in the next newsletter.

Matlene Pickford 01761 232774. grahamp(@mypostoftice.co.uk

We send our condolences to relatives and friends.

A Memory Café in Chilcompton??

At St John’s Church we are looking at starting up a Memory Caté at St Johns Church Hall.
A memory cate 1s a social gatherng where people with memory loss and thewr care
companions can come together m a safe supportive environment. Guests can share
conversation over a cup of tea, 1n a relaxed atmosphere, that sometimes mncludes music, art
or other forms of entertamnment. Memory catés usually take place for a couple of hours
once or twice per month, and are supported by the Alzheimer Society.

We are just at the start of plannung and setting this up, and really need other people who
would like to get involved from the start. It you would like to be involved, please get n
touch with Justine North (tel: 01761 232219).

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club 1s an opportunity for members ot the community to come together and
share a home-cooked meal and conversation. We usually have about 40 people attending
the lunch each month. We meet every 3rd Thursday ot the month at St. John’s Church Hall,
at 12 noon. Meals cost £3.50, and transport 1s available 1t requred. It you regulaily eat
alone, or would like to share a meal with others, you would be very welcome to join us; or 1f
you know of someone who would benetit from such an occasion please pomt them mn our
direction. New helpers also very welcome!

More detals trom Justine North (tel: 01761 232219)

Messy Church @ St John’s

This 1s a fun, tree, fanuly aftenoon of cratts, games, and shoit story-time, ending with a
shated tea. All members of your famuly are welcome to jom us for this tun atternoon,
which 1s on the 3rd Sunday of the month at St John’s Church, starting at 3pm, ot you can
just come 1n tume for tea at 4pm. More detals from Justine Nosth (tel: 01761 232219
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News from St John’s

It you’ve been down to church in
the last few weeks, you will have
spotted that work has started on
the rool! The church is covered in
scaffolding! The builders are busy
mending the stone work on the
roof to make it water tight, and
nside they are repointing the stone
wotk at the Chancel end of church.
The bare stone inside will look
beautitul when 1f's all finished. We

hope the work will be complete by

the beginning of May. And we will have a new side Chapel 1n church tor quiet
prayer and refection. When all the wotk 1s finished, please teel free to come and
take a look at the new lovely space, and spend a moment to retlect on God’s good-
ness! Many thanks to the many generous villagers who have contributed towards
this wortk.

However, the scattolding won’t stop us trom celebrating Easter, which 1s very eatly
this year! Please joun us for any of our Easter celebrations, as we remember the
New Lite that Jesus gave us through his death and Resurrection (dates and details

of services on the diary page).

For more details of our services, and other activities going on at Chuich, please see
our web site: www.acny.org.uk/chilcompton, or see our Facebook page-
www.tacebook.com/StfohnTheBaptistChurchChilcompton , or give me a ring

(Tel: 01761 232219)

God Bless this Easter.
Revd. Chris North

Book Sale : Chilcompton in FocusTwo

It was with great sadness that last year we said goodbye to our
good village tnend and hustonan David Strawbuidge. He was such

) ¢ i _ CHILCOMPTON
a mine of mformation and knowledge about our local area, and 1s IN '“)( Us ‘
e WO

sadly nussed. David’s widow, Audrey, has discovered a laige
number of one of David’s books, which she would like to sell, in
ard of St John’s roof appeal. The book 1s “Chilcompton in Focus
Two”, and 1s crammed tull of wondertul photographs of the
village and local people 1n years gone by. The book costs £6 and
1s avalable trom St John’s Paush Oftice (open Mon, Tues,

Thurs, Fu1 atternoons).
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Steampunk: ‘Politely eccentric’

It you walked into the Somerset Wagon and saw a group of people dressed m 19t century
attire then you nught be forgiven for thinking that you have just walked through some
strange science fiction tume warp, but the chances are that you have encountered a gathenng

of the Mendip Steampunk group.

Steampunk 1s a celebration of the Victonan. It's about dressing up n and creating unusual
clothes. It's the ndustral revolution and steam power all over agamn. It's goggles and
gadgets and mventions. It’s a little bit H.G. Wells and just a tad Jules Verne. It’s

neo Victorian science tiction. Clear?

Teresa Atlett, a Steampunk enthusiast
who lives i the Street area, says: “If
you’re looking for somethmg ditferent,
eccentric, creative, fun and embracing
all, look no turther!” She describes the
‘SteaMendip’ group as a fuendly, well
dressed and well mannered bunch.

They meet at vatous venues across the

Mendips mcluding the Wagon and the

Teresa is second from the left Alchemust’s Tea Rooms in Wells.

But they also get together with others, such as the Frome Steampunk Society, tor larger
events where they enjoy bands, burlesque, tea-duelling and talks on Victonman surgery.
The Frome Steampunk Extravaganza, Steamy Spooktest (Halloween) and The Wanstrow

Gatherng are all local but some even make 1t to The Asylum in Lincoln, and further.

Teresa says: “Costumes, ranging from Victonan to Cyberpunk, can easily be made from
chanty shop finds so 1t’s affordable and you only need to become as Steampunk as you
wish. Help with anytlung trom designing and making splendid mventions, to hats and

bustles etc. 1s always forthcoming.

“Dressing in costume 1s not compulsory. Not only 1s 1t great fun to jom m 1t’s also 1deal for
photographers, crafters, tune travellers and mventors.

“I’ve been a Steampunk for a few years now and even though I'm 1 my sixties and far
trom fit, I enjoy dressing up and jomung 1, folk are so frendly, well mannered and good
humoured and shightly bonkers. My neighbours in Chilcompton are used to seemg me

flouncing about m bustle and hat, with goggles of course!”
Her motto 1s, ‘don’t grow old, grow splendid’. That 1s somehow not surpusing.

For more mformation go on www.tacebook.com/groups/steamendip
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THE REDAN INN
PUBLIC HOUSE ¢» ROOMS

Fry’s Well, Chilcompton, Radstock
Somerset BA3 4HA -

www.theredaninn.co.uk (3

01761 258560

Our seven B&B en-suite bedrooms
are now ready — come for ‘the tour’

Open all day from 8.45am
7 days a week
Breakfast 8.45-10.30am
New lunch menu 12.00-3.00pm
Dinner 6.00-9.30pm

Sunday lunch 12.00-4.00pm
two courses £16 - three courses £20

Sunday evenings

fish & chips with a pint for £10
Fresh coffees, teas, wide selection
of drinks including over 30 gins

Our private dining room and restaurant
are available for celebrations, weddings
and business meetings

See our website for current menus

— Booking is advisable —

The Redan celebrates
Chilcompton

for villagers ¢ friends

Saturday 9th July 2016

from 2pm into the evening

— Families welcome —

Bar - Raffle - Bands - Stalls
Hog roast & other food options

RAISING MONEY FOR

St John’s Church Roof &
St Vigor and St John’s School

Please walk, very limited parking

We would like to offer
the Villagers of Chilcompton
an exclusive introductory offer
to come and try us.

15% off

YOUR ENTIRE BILL

When you cut out and bring
this voucher with you.

offer valid until 30/4/16

THE REDAN INN
PUBLIC HOUSE ¢» ROOMS

Fry’s Well, Chilcompton, Radstock
Somerset BA3 4HA - 01761 258560

www.theredaninn.co.uk €318




Council Matters

Since the last magazine the Pawsh Council has receved a continuing number of
planning applications, among them repeated submissions tor White Hayes and
Somer Lea although both have been withdrawn atter considerable opposition was
voiced by pattshioners echoing their thoughts of little more than 12 months

previously.

In the Autumn Mendip DC launched a consultation exercise with regard to the
new local plan, the Parish Council was keen that we should respond to this to make
clear our views, hopetully a number of parishioners also took this opportunity to

make Mendip aware of their thoughts.

In the village plan of several years ago patishioners identitied improvement ot the
lower tecreation tield as one of the ateas they would most like to see the PC
undertake. While there has been considerable wotk to provide excellent facilities
tor younger chiuldren there is little for the older children and teenagers. A
subcommittee of the Parish Council has undertaken an exercise to determine
possible actions. Atter much hard work the subcommnuttee presented a detailed plan
to tull council in January and we have adopted an exciting development which will
greatly increase the options at the Old Rec for the older demographic. The
subcommittee are now  seeking out possible tunding options and we are hopetul
that, if successtul, we can start in the near future.

Sadly since the last magazine the Village Youth club has closed. This was not due
to msuftictent numbers, far from it with numbers usually exceeding over 30
children a week. The club however was unable to get sufticient volunteers to help
the two group leaders and when one them had to stop for personal reasons there
were insuttictent numbers to continue. It 1s very sad that this successtul village
venture has ceased, hopetully someone else will pick up the baton 1 tuture and the

club can be revised, they would receive the backing of the Parish Council.

Two of the Paush Council met with Somerset County Council to progress the
Lynch Hill scheme which will hopetully see a pavement along this stretch ot road
in the near future.

In December Mattin Stantord resigned trom the Patsh Council. We would like to
record our thanks for his service to the council over the years. At time of wiiting
we are about to elect a new Deputy Chairman to succeed lum and a new councillor
to take our number back to 12. Since there i1s now a vacancy, anyone
who would like to be considered for co-option should contact the

Parish Cletk by the second week ot Apuil.

By Jon Pike,

Chairman of the Pansh Council
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STRAPESTONE
KENNELS

Ston Easton
Experienced Attention
and Loving Care
For Your Pets.

Daniel & Lynn Cook
2 01761 241566

NORTON GREEN FARM
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTRE

Flowers Compost Garden Tools
Plants Pots & Containers Wild Bird Food
Shrubs &Trees Gift Vouchers Seeds & Corms
Spring Bedding

Also a large range of

Fencing Paving Gravels Grits

Norton Green Farm Nursery, Wells Road, Chilcompton, Nr Bath
Tel: 01761 232137

Email:nortongreenfarm@tiscali.co.uk
Open: Mon-Sat 9.00 am-5.00 pm Sun 10.30 am- 4.30 pm
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(Red)an inn again!

The Redan public house opened its doors to much gaspmg m admuration back in
November but 1 late January the pub opened its bedroom doors to show oft the new

Sl eeping areas.

As you would pethaps expect the rooms are stylish, comfortable, cluc and just a little bat
quutky with the now trademark use of the vintage metal advert signs. One room even had a

hanging rail that looked as 1t 1t had come straight from a school changing room.

There are seven bedrooms m the man bulding, all en-swte and two with baths as well as

showers. A fturther room 1s being prepared outside. Prces vary from £65 to £130.

Kate Upson, for the Redan, said: “We thunk 1t 1s important for our guests to have a
guaranteed touch of luxury dunng their stay with us — we have hugh quality beds, duck and
goose down duvets and pidlows and spacious bathrooms with powertul rain showers,

natural bath products trom Bramley and 100% cotton towels. The luxurious suites also

have free-standing roll top baths.

“The seven rooms all have wondertul mndividual, penod teatures and are decorated with
vintage and antique furmiture and artwork. Of course, they have all been decked out with
elements of Dan’s legendary collection of cutios, quutks, and tascinations — new, old, and

even older. Individual 1s one way of describing 1t.”

Despite mitial mutterings trom some locals about the price of a beer the general consensus

seems to be that the pub 1s a real asset to the willage.

Pansh Councillor Chustine Foster said: “We are SO lucky to have another pub again,
usually when they close, that’s it. And what a great pub it 1s now — tabulous tood and beau-
tiful accommodation all within easy walking distance of most of the wvillage. I do hope
Chilcompton willagers support Dan and Toby who have mvested so much taith — and

money —1n grving us this wondertul amenity.”
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Steam trains to Chilcompton...almost

Midsomer Norton Station. Photo by kind permission of Julian Jefferson

The Somerset and Dorset Railway Heritage Trust are seeking to extend their

ratlway line mto the pansh of Chilcompton.

Don’t get too excited though, it doesn’t mean there will be choo choo tramns
putting along Station Mead, the Trust ate merely hoping to increase the line a
turther half kilometre along the former S&D ratlway corridor into our parish. But

you mught be able to hear and see them trom the village, just.

Peter Russell, the Trust Land and Planning Manager, said: “The proposal is simply
to extend the single running line along the east side ot the trackbed for about 500
metres to a butter stop shott of the pomt where the public footpath crosses the

trackbed.

“Ancillary wotks will mclude istallation of a new central dividing fence, for
obvious satety reasons, and repairs to all existing lineside ftencing, gates and
drainage. The west side of the trackbed will also accommodate the current
unotticial footpath, giving walkers a through route from Silver Street at Midsomer

Notton to Chilcompton village.

“Once operational, the railway extension will enable the project to otter longer

tramn rides and should boost local tourism.”

The Trust has successtully sought planning petmission from Mendip District

Council — the Patish Council had recommended approval.

Meanwhile vegetation is being cut back and it 1s hoped that the track will be laid in

the late summer in time for the 2017 season.
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The somerset Wagon
Broadway, Chilcompton

REAL ALES - IPA - 6X
COSY LOUNGE - LOG FIRE
HOME COOKED FOOD AVAILABLE

Monday - Saturday food 12.00 - 2.30pm
Sunday 12.00 - 9.00pm
Evening opening 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Evening food 6.00pm - 9.00pm

Tel: 01761 232732

HFVeale _,\ll',_. A . '
DT A NY

Motor Engineers BROADWAY GARAGE,
MOT TESTS - DIESELS & CATS CHILCOMPTON, BATH
INCLUDED SOMERSET BA3 4JW
DIESEL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN Telephone:

FORECOURT SHOP 01761

232298/232765
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Technology matters
Broadband
It’s here, 1t’s finally herel The moment that trustrated intemet users have been waiting tor.

Atter several false dawns hugh speed broadband has actually artived in Clulcompton.

Pete Smclair said: “High speed internet service 1s, at last, being delivered to houses in the
village. Several people have already signed up and speeds m excess ot 24meg and above are
bemng experienced. This compates to around 1.5 which was previously avaiable, so the

ditterence 1s both welcome and dramatic.

“Each household’s speed 1s however likely to vary as many factors attect it. These factors
mclude type and age of computer, router and also the overall quality of the phone line. The
complexity of installation will also vary but for at least one person, they didn’t even have to
be at home when they were cut over to the new service. The only way to find out 1s to
contact your own service provider and ask what they have available, how much it will cost,
which speed will be available and what work will need to be done. For most households, 1t
should be very simple. Do ask friends and neighbours 1t you have questions or need help as
more and more people are signing up and do not be atraid to shop around and compare

deals

“When you call your service provider, be sure to ask if you will need any new equpment
and how much that may cost, what speeds you can expect, 1f there are any speed guarantees,
how long the contract will last (pethaps one year) what the monthly cost i1s and also 1f there
are any conditions. For example, you may find a basic package that 1s very cheap but has a

linut on how much can be used 11 a month betore turther charges are mcurred.

“As always, a knowledgeable consumer 1s usually a happy consumer, so know what you are
signed up ftor. It should not however be very expensive - one household has already found
that by upgrading and moving their phone service to a different provider, they are actually
saving a little money each year... and are benefitting trom the excellent new speeds.”

Facebook

In other technology news the Pansh Council 1s clamberng mnto the 21st century by creating
a Facebook page. Pansh Councilor Richard Morgan sard: “It's important for the Paush
Council to keep residents informed, but even more important to listen to what villagers are
saying. A Facebook page 1s a great place for people to post thewr news and views of what's
happening. Planning applications, keeping tootpaths clear, developing the tacilities ftor
voung villagers m the Old Recreation Ground, whatever the subject, whatever your age,
please visit our Communuty page and tell us what you think.” The page can be found here
https://www.tacebook.com/chilcomptonsomerset

E-Newsletters

There ate also plans to mntroduce an e-newsletter, which would go out six monthly but

spaced out between the physical newsletters. Anyone who would like to jom the e-mail list

of such an electronic newsletter contact panshclerk(@chicompton.org
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The Village Agent - Update

Hi, my name 1s Jacky Snuth. I am the Village Agent for Clulcompton, Chewton Mendip,
Litton, Ston Easton, GurneySlade /Bmegar, Priddy and Rodney Stoke /Draycott Oakhull and
Ashwick.

Village Agents...
Live locally and can direct vulnerable or isolated residents to services and agencies in
Somerset that may make life and independence a little easter.

Many people m our rural commumties tind 1t dithicult to get help, even with the sumple
problems m lite, for all sorts of reasons-tsolation, lack of mnformation and access to
technology.

Not wanting to be a trouble or thinking that no one can help 1s also a barner.
Examples ot how I have been able to help thus far-

A resident 1 one of my wvillages contacted me recently about the fact that although her vil-
lage 1s on a main bus route, the bus stop had not been in use for years. The bus theretore
did not stop tor local people to use the service. We have managed to get this situation
mvestigated with the possible outcome that the bus stop will be re-installed and the service,
once agam, accessible to the village residents.

Another villager wanted advice on personal care alatms at reasonable cost, another needed a
tire satety check 1 her home. Another resident was concerned about the benefits he was
getting. I organised a home visit from the DWP and they sorted the problem together.
Simple services such as moving wheelie bins and recycling to the collection point could help
if you have mobility or strength problems or vibrating might tire /smoke alarms tor the hard
of hearing.

These and other 1ssues can be addressed.

Please get in touch, I maybe able to help you. All contact 1s i the strctest confidence.

We can chat over the telephone, by email or I can come and see you at home.

Please contact me erther by phone - 07950 782436
or email jsnuthva@somersetrec.org.uk

I only work patt time but will respond to your call /email as soon as I can, usually within 48

hours or sooner 1t possible.

I'look forward to meeting you.

Jacky Snuth

The Village Agent project is managed by The Community Council for Somerset and

is funded by Charities such as the Big Lottery, Bernard Herridge Trust, The Tudor
Trust and others.

23




TIBBS TREE SURGEONS

Tree and hedge care From planting to felling
Qualified (RFS Cert.Arb) and Fully Insured. Registered Environment Agency Waste carrier

FOR ADVICE AND A FREE QUOTATION-tibbstrees@googlemail.com

Somer Lea,Chilcompton BA3 4HE

OR CALL 01761 239324 OR 07810 307 908

STEVE DAVIS

GENERAL BUILDER

BRICK BLOCK AND STONE SPECIALIST

TEL: 01761 232638
MOBILE: 07970 818082

email: steve _davis43@hotmail.com

24




Then and Now

'Embroidery Expertences' groups, based at St. John's Church Hall on Tuesday

mornings and all-day Thursdays, have, at present, an on-going Embroidery
Exhibition at Radstock Museum. This continues until May this year, where vatious
kinds of work trom 'Embroidery Experiences' groups trom Chilcompton and
other groups from Somerset can be seen. We have also had a very successtul
project on 'Little  Chottboys at Chustmas', displaying our achievements i St.

Cuthbert's Church, Wells and also Basil Powell Shoe Shop in Wells.
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Tweaking the feet

Malcolm Righy bares his foes and explores the ancient and mysterions practice

of reflexcology in search of a remedy for bis frozen shoulder

Of course 1t 1s a ludicrous idea that someone could touch a patt of your foot in
otder to treat a completely difterent part of your body. It goes against the basic
prnciples of modern western medicine.

But then how come two hours after my second retlexology session I discovered my
shoulder was completely cured? I was waving my atm around like a windmull
— just because I could. Magic!

The Therapist was Kathy Hughes who has been a Reflexologist since 1991 and
lives 1n Stockhill Road.

When I asked her about what conditions Retlexology could treat she said
“Goodness, loads! It balances the body; headaches/nugraine and back problems,
whiplash, stift necks/trozen shoulder but to name a few. Young and old get
benefit. I have given regular mini sessions 1 Care Homes tor the eldetly and
physically & mentally disabled, 1t would benefit most people 1 various ways. For
3 years I worked with teachers & children under 11 1n a School on the brnk of
closure, it really helped them all very much.”

According to ancient illustrations, the Egyptians, Indians and Chinese have been
wortking on their teet for thousands of years, and current practice dates back to the
beginning of the last century.

The theory s that the foot 1s a microcosm of the entire body. There are pressure
powts that correspond to every organ, gland and part of the body. For mstance,
yourt toes correspond to your head and neck, the ball of the foot cotresponds to the
chest and lungs, the atch to the internal organs, the heel to the sciatic nerve and
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the pelvic area, and the bone along the atch of the toot the spie. Plus, the body
has meridians running through it which end in the tingers and toes. The Chinese

wortk on these points with acupuncture.

Kathy begins her treatment with a consultation during which you can explamn your
health and other 1ssues. So, I told her that the mjury had been incutred about 8
months ago and that since then I’'d had numerous physiotherapy sessions that had
led to minor gradual improvements.

Following the tirst treatment, I telt mentally uplitted, it 1s such a relaxing
pampering, but atterwards my shoulder really ached just as if I’'d had a very mtense

physio session.

A week later during the second treatment I fell into an amazing state ot relaxation,
as 1f I was 1n a trance, almost a form of unconsciousness. Kathy prods and pulls
and pushes and pokes my fteet but all in a most gentle way. (She later said that she
had “brought out all the big guns!”) A couple of hours later I realised I was
mended. There s still some aching but the atm 1s tree.

Kathy 1s keen to nsist that she 1s not simply a Reflexologist but a Holistic Therapist
treating Body Mind & Spirit.  She sees stress, both conscious and unconscious, as
being often a precursor to physical symptoms and disease, “dis-ease”.
To “de-stress® Kathy says she has a toolbox of subtle energy techniques to call
upon, to not only transtorm day to day stresses, but also release paintul memortes,
trauma, tears and phobias, addictions and more.

Kathy said “T have always believed the body has the ability to heal itselt and I love
discovering ways to help 1t do that. It 1s what my life 1s all about. I am semu-retired
and new to the area but I enjoy helping people, and wish to continue doing that.
Theretore I am happy to talk to anyone and give more information about what I
am able to oftter”. She added...

“When people are gpen to change that’s when the magic happens.”

Kathy said she would also like to get to know other therapists with a view to
exchanging treatment sessions.

So, now I’m cured. Do I believe in chi, meridians and all the other stutt? No, I
believe that Kathy got me mto such a deep state of relaxation my unconscious

decided to set my shoulder tree. But what do I know and does it matter?

Kathy can be contacted on 01761 569863.
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HARROD PROPERTY

FOR SALE

01761 233501

Chilcompton office
www.harrodproperty.co.uk



Ace#rn Pilates

¢ Small Classes (4 — 6 max), Mon - Fri, daytime :
& evenings

¢ Exclusive Private Sessions also available

¢ All levels & abilities — Beginners always
welcome

¢ Excellent “follow-on” after Physio etc

 Pilates Foundation Teacher — the highest
standard

e Visit our website for more information

31 Stockhill Road, Chilcompton, Nr Radstock, Somerset, BA3 4JL

Visit: www.acornpilates.co.uk Tel: 01761 232122
Email: ann@acornpilates.co.uk

MATHS TUITION
Up to GCSE level STRATTON-ON-THE-FOSSE

Make sure that your child has FAMI LY
those core skills to achieve F U N DAY

at least a C’
Malcolm Rigby
Maths Oxford Graduate

Tel: 01761 232974

o .|| SUNDAY 11TH
oo™ || “SEPTEMBER
12 NOON TO 4PM
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John Crick - Investment Consultant

Truly unbiased Financial Advisers

Would you love to receive more income from your savings and
investments?

Discover how you can increase the money that you receive.
From investments with a proven track record.

Its easy...

Just speak to our friendly team by calling 01761 232122

or e:mail john.crick@johncrick .com

John Neil Sarah

We guarantee that your first meeting with us will be free and without obligation.

We have been offering unbiased Financial Advice in Chilcompton for 37 years

www.johncrick.com

Breamore House, 31 Stockhill Road, Chilcompton, Radstock BA3 4]L

The value of investments and the income from them is not guaranteed and can fall as well as rise due to
stock market and currency movements. Past performance is not a guide to future performance.

John Crick - Investment Consultant is a Trading Name of John Alan Crick Ltd,
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Pointing the way in restoration

After restoration

Before restoration

Somerset County Council may have declared that the traditional fingerpost signs are
“not a priority”” but your local Parish Council thinks otherwise.

The PC are getting a relatively local odd job man to repaint and restore the signs that
are beginning to look a little bit worse from wear and tear over the years.

County councillor David Fothergill said: "We have a budget to mantain all our
highway signs which 1s £175,000 per year.

"T love the fingerposts... they are a part of our hertage but it's becoming more and
more difficult to find the money to pay for such a style."

So the PC is paying for a makeover. Parish Councillor Richard Morgan said: “The
fingerpost signs ate a significant part of the village’s cultural heritage, we need to look
after them for future generations. They have an iconic look that represents a different
era of motor transport, pethaps when roads were quieter and Speedwatch was not
necessary.”

The Mendips
by Andrew Morris

s

The Romans lived hete once,

With a fort, an amplutheatre.
Mined the lead encasmg baths,

Hutt and died beneath tlus sky.

In sandaled feet, a sience talls,
Echoed by medieval man.

Who also mined the lead,

In a town now grazed by sheep.

Sleeting, the wind haling raimn,
Misty and anoraking damyp.
Over hields voiced long ago,
I shout on the wind.

Can I catch a scent of that tme?
Dutting on the seed like breeze.
Of sweatng bleeding odou,

And the terror of common man.

How that would change the faith,
Of candles barely flickenng.
Shadowed i wondet's retreat,
And the death of dreams.

But I feel nothung.
TJust the wet,
Seepmg.
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BRIAN FEAR CARS

‘We specialise in quality, not quantity’
Used cars
Broadway, Chilcompton, Radstock. BA3 4JW

Tel: 01761 233110

E.mail: sales@brianfearcars.co.uk

CHILCOMPTON

2 MOT CENTRE &
MOT-SERVICING-REPAIRS

SPECIAL OFFER - £40 MOT
WITH THIS ADVERT

Collection Service Available

131010) Q\(0)%Y
Rock Road, Chilcompton, BA3 4GJ 239231




WINSLEY Building Contractors
WHITE & Developers Litd

W 01761 232361
info@winsleywhite.co.uk

www.winsleywhite.co.uk

‘Award Winning Developers Achieving the
Highest Standards in Construction.’

RICHARD HAYDEN A

Gas Installations Mobile: 07855 761686

and Upgrades Telephone: 01761 233027

Maintenance, Repairs, Email: hayen145@btinternet.com

Bathrooms. FREE Estimates REGISTER

WWW.rwhplumbingandheating.co.uk
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~ LETTERS ~
Dear Editor,

Just wanted to conggatulate you and your team tor a really great Chilcompton news letter - 1t looks
very professional, well lad out and a good read!! Well-done and thank you tor your hard work!!

Justine North

Dear Editor,

Firstly I would like to say that I very much enjoyed reading last autumn’s newsletter. I tound it
mtormative and fun.

You stated m the letter that you would lke to hear from resdents what we thought about
Chdcompton and so hete ate my views.

Clhulcompton 1s a great place to Iive, with numerous ateas to explote, a tnendly and well stocked
shop as well as two local pubs to name but a few advantages of Iving hete.

There ate only two things wlich imtate me, the first1s where dog owners fad to clearup after their
dogs and as a dog owner myselt T tail to understand why thus happens!

Secondly, but the biggest thing 1s bonfiresil! It would appear that thete ate certam residents who are
unaware of the councils garden collection and teel the need to bum garden waste. I have lost count of
number of times we have had to 1ush to rescue the washing on the line trom the smell ot smoke and
the number of times we have been forced to close the windows mn ourhouse due to the smell! T
would be mterested to hear the views of other tesidents, mcluding those who feel the need to bum
their garden waste.

Thank you and we look torward to the next edition of The Clulcompton Newsletter.
Teresa Sealey
Dear Editor,

We're wnting as restdents concerned by the trathic on the westem end of Parsonage Lane.

Since moving here m 2014, we have noticed that flus 1s a 'tat tun' for trathic between Midsomer and
the Wells road and that many duvers ate nonng the 30 mph linut.

Neatby tesidents have told us that the trattic has become heavier since the opening of the Mulberry
tactory and extra housing bemg bult on Parsonage Lane.

I'm suge many duvers are unconcemed by the speed limut, but many may be unaware because there
1s no mdication of the speed linut on Parsonage Lane. Though we are aware that regulations restnct
signage.

Apart from a musance to us, we are more concemed for the safety of the many people with young
children who walk along to reach the bus stop on Broadway.

Parsonage Lane 1s nattow between our house and Silverstream with no way for pedestnans to avosd
speeding trattic. One possibility would be a pavement to form a pmch pomt. Tlus would naturally
dow the trathc.

Itis also not that safe for pedestnans through the bends past the old radway badge. One way to
avord this would be upgradmng the tootpath trom The Valley to Greenditch Close.

On a simular safety note, we have noticed that emerging from Parsonage Lane onto
Broadway can be dangerous because there 1s no visible mdication to the fast tratfic enter-
ing the village that the junction 1s there. The faded sign high up behind a hedge doesn't
count as vistble.

Jennifer & Stephen Duntord
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~ LETTERS ~
Dear Editor,

May I make a correction to an ttem n the excellent Autumn Newsletter. Pansh council elections are
every four years, not five as stated. Thetetore the next pansh and distnct elections will be m May 2019
and the county counail election will be m May 2017.

Also Andrew NMotns’ poem, ‘Pubs’, mentioned the Thiee Crosses pub; did he mean Nashes Cross?

Madene Picktord
Dear Editor,

The newsletter arnved last mght and looks supetb- well done.

Regards
Martn Addicott

Dear Editor,

An open letter from Martin Stantord to all m Chdcompton, especially those who voted torme at
the 2015 election.

I believe that I owe an explanation for my resignation trom the Pansh Counail at the December
2015 meeting.

I was becomng disappounted i the lack of ettort on the part ot some Pansh Councillors and the
occasions when my ettorts and comments seemed to be wasted. As tume went on I found myselt
constantly challenging the munutes and trequently bemng 'a voice m the wildemess'. The final straw
came when I was accused of hatassmg the Pansh Cletk regarding the completeness ot the munutes.
Whilst I recall the occasion, I do not believe there was anything bordenng on harassment. The
accusation was made by a Councillor who retused to be named. I believe that withun reason, any
commuttee member on any commuttee should be tree to voice opuuons without fear of mtmdation
oraccused of hatassment especially by an anonymous party.

I have taken my Councillor task very senously dutmg the last 5 years and have spent considerable
tume and effort on a vanety of tasks. Some of wlich were routine, but there were numerous others
mcluding the Jubiee celebrations, Health checks and the Village Design Statement, wluch were at my
mstigation and generally completed solely by my effort.

I hope tlus clanties my action.

Yours sincetely

Martin Stanford

Dear Editor,

Vice-chairman of the paush council, Martin Stantord, has resigned trom the council
tollowing an unsubstantiated and unproven, anonymous complamt agamnst lum trom a
tellow councillor.

Tlus action by one unknown person has resulted i a huge loss to the council and the
village of a dedicated and hard-working councillor.

Martin, Gratetul thanks tor all your work and the mutiatives you have led over the past
5 years.

Anonymous Councillor, I am disappomted mn youl
Matlene Pickford. A councilor tor 37 years, former chairman and vice-chairman.
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Pm p..... off with poo

I have a dog called Sunni and walking her twice a day means I meet people, I socialize, I
welcome newcomers to the village, I keep fit and healthy. But some of those people —not
necessanly the ones I meet — are nisking other people’s health, especially the health of our
children.

I don’t have any children — ’'m much too old — but I think that we all have responsibility
tor them: 1f we see them i danger, we step i to keep them safe.

But sadly, some ot our dog walkers ARE endangenng children by leaving their dogs’ mess:
a possible (no probable) cause of toxocamasis, a disease that can cause blindness, even
death.

Let me tell you a story (which you can venty on the mternet). In 2010, a toddler called
Aimee, a pretty Little g1l almost two years old, took a tumble 1n the park and landed m some
dog mess. Crying, she rubbed her eye before her mother could stop her. Two days later, her
eye was masstvely swollen. After a diagnosis of toxocamasis and treatment in hospatal,
Aimee lost the sight of that eye — and will never be able to see out of 1t for the rest of her
lite!

In a plea to dog walkers, her mum said, “There are very real consequences of not doing
what you know you should do — all you have to do is pick it up and put it in a bin”.

OK so on paths and pavements, you're gomg to pick up i future — but surely, 1t will be
alnght 1n fields, where only cattle roam? (Actually, I can’t be alone in having seen children
playing in fields, can I?)

No 1t won’t be alnght because there 1s another disease from dog poo that can atfect those
cattle. It’s called Neosporosts, which 1s a major cause of abortion in livestock, and 1s caused
by dog taeces which contamunate the grass they eat. Neosporosis leads to cows aborting
their foetuses or, it somehow they carry their calt to tull term, the parasite 1s passed onto
the offspung and can led to abortions through many generations.

So are we dog walkers teeling good about ourselves?

I know I'm ranting: but I'm fted up with picking up other people’s dogs mess - and you
would be shocked at how much of that 1s left near the side entrance to the school. I’'m
even thinking of applying to the Parish Council for a poo bag allowance. Chilcompton
Celebrates! tunded three bins for dog mess but, actually, you can put the bags in any council
bin: they’re not just for litter.

So please, remember Aimee and Daisy (the cow) when you pretend not to have noticed that
your dog has excreted and please, please bag it, tie 1t and bin 1it. We’re nice people
Chilcompton; surely we’re not too lazy to look after our cluldren and our cattle as well as
our dogs....

Christine Foster

Please feel free to comment on this article by wiiting to the Parish Clerk, efc., ete. — you can re-
main anonymous bt yonr name and details must be supplied to the Parish Clerte.
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Diary Dates

174 March LUNCH CLUB 12noon, St John’s Church

24t March MAUNDY THURSDAY Holy Communion Service 7.30pm at St John’s

25t March GOOD FRIDAY CROSS WALK starting 10.30am at St.John’s Church and
walking to St.Vigor’s. Bring a picnic. And HOUR AT THE CROSS 2pm at St. John’s

27t March EASTER DAY Fanuly Communion Service 10.30am at St John’s

16th April VILLAGE LITTER PICK 10.00am starting at Village Hall

21st April LUNCH CLUB 12noon at St John’s Chutch

24t April MESSY CHURCH Fanuly Fun, Activities and Tea 3-4.30pm at St John’s

15%h-21st May CHRISTIAN AID WEEK and house to house collections

20t May QUIZ NIGHT 1 ard of Chustian Aud at St John’s

19t May LUNCH CLUB 12noon at St John’s Church

22nd May MESSY CHURCH. Famuly Fun Activities and Tea 3-4.30pm  at St John’s

6th June VILLAGE HALL AGM 6.30pm at the village hall

16* June LUNCH CLUB 12noon at St John’s Chutch

26t June MESSY CHURCH Fanmuly Fun Activities and Tea 3-4.30pm at St John’s

2nd July CHURCH FETE

9th July CHILCOMPTON CELEBRATES 2pm onwatds into the evening at The Redan

2nd_31d September WESSEX BEER FESTIVAL at the Sports Ground

3rd September CHILCOMPTON SOCIETY FLOWER SHOW 2.15pm at the village hall

11th September FAMILY FUN DAY 12noon to 4pm at Stratton-on-the-Fosse

Chilcompton Gardening Club

The club 1s now in its 16th year and during that time the membership has slowly
increased to just over 100 members. We meet in the Village Hall every 4th Tuesday
at 7.30 pm and have a latge number of speakers on a wide range of subjects. This
year we have talks on the Cheshire Home at Timsbury, weeds and their control,
tlowers for cutting, plants grown to attract buttertlies, growing Sweet Peas for
showing and more. We have at least one outing and tlus year we will be gomng to
Abbotsbury Sub Tropical gardens mn June and an evemng trip to Lady Fawmm
Chelwood 11 August.

On May 7th we have our annual plant sale in the Village Hall. Members supply the
plants from their own cuttings taken during the year so there are some unusual and
also well-known plants tor sale at very cheap prices. At the end of November we
have our Chiistmas Dinner in the Village Hall with an outside caterer cooking us a

three course meal which s followed by entertainment.

Anyone can be a guest at any of the meetings tor £2 per person and new members
are always welcome to a very friendly club.

Terty Grist, chairman.
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The Old Rec / Play Area

A sub-commuttee ot Chilcompton Pansh Counal has over the last tew months been wodking hard to
tultl the possibility of gettng new equpment which will be swtable for all ages to use at the Old
Recteation Ground.

After chatting with some of the local teenagers at the Old Rec and listenung to thewr requurements, as well
as using the mformation gleaned from the Village Plan, we ate hopmg to get a Sportswall with a football
goal and basketball hoop, and a large basket swing. We are also relocating the Shelter from the current
posttion of the car patk n the Spotts club to the Old Rec and then it the lovely English weather does
what it usually does they will atleast have somewhere diy to eat their cucumber sandwiches !

We haven't torgotten the younger ones who at the moment have quute a nuce area to play i, but we ate
hopmg to add to tlus by getting a Noughts and Crosses play panel and also good old taslioned
hopscotch wlich one only needs a stone and a great deal of balance. P'm sute tlus will take some of the
Mum and Dad’s back down memory lane......

Whilst we are mentionung the Mums and Dads, o1 keep-fitters in general, we  haven’t forgotten you, and
while the cluldren are enjoymg themselves we are hoping to mstall an outdoor Fitness zone made up ot
vanous exercise equpment, to help all generations tully utilise the lovely Old Rec.

Whilst wnting this article we ate about to try and get exzn7 funding, as well as money alteady avadable

trom the PC, to aclueve all of tlus, so hingers crossed and watch thus space.

Linda Travis

Clean for the Queen — and Ourselves

Twice a year, the tew people who make up the Pansh Councl don Hi-Viz vests, pick up pickers and
roam the village Iuglhways m a vam ettot to keep the wllage tidy. I say van, because withun a week, 1t’s as
1t some vindictive tarry godmother has put all the hitter back agan!

So i this year of the Queen’s 90th birthday, we’re supporting the Clean tor the Queen
campaign and mn so doing, aiming to get villagers involved m the great tidy-up. And, if we
can get cluldren taking part, hopetully they nught come to realise that it they drop litter,
someone else has to pick 1t up!

So, while the Clean for the Queen campaign seems to be concentrating the main eftort on
the first weekend i March, we’re leaving 1t until the weekend betore the Queen’s birthday
so that Chilcompton will be spick and span on the actual day of 21st Apul.

So please jomn us on Saturday 16t Apul at 10am 1 the Village Hall car park where you’ll be
handed a picker, a black bag, a yellow waistcoat, a big thank you and allocated an area to
collect. It's alovely job —honest!

When the Village Plan was being prepated, some people volunteered tor litter picking: I've
now been handed that list and you should have heard directly trom me by the tume this
newsletter 1s published. It you haven’t please contact me on chustine.f@vitgin.net or
01761 232158.

See you on 16t Apul ‘pop (bottle) pickers’ (you have to be old enongh to remember Alan Freenan,
a Radio 1 DJ, fo get that one)

Christine Foster
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Where there’s brass...there’s music
MENDIP BRASS BAND
ey RN )
il : :

Mendip Brass Band 1s a group of about 30 people from the local area. We are
triendly and enthusiastic about our music.

We like to take our music to fetes, lower shows, bandstands and chutches through
the summer months. For example, these are some of our events already contirmed
tor the coming year, church fetes at: Ashwick, Henton, Chilcompton, Holcombe
old church, as well as the Clutton Flower Show and Wells bandstand.

We meet at the Chilcompton church hall on Monday mornings, for those who can
make 1t, whilst our main practice night 1s on Thursdays at 7.15pm.

It you are at all interested 1 learning to play a brass instrument, or you already have
some expertence, our Musical Director 1s Mr Jum Perkins on 01761 232269. Or tor
any mnformation regarding the band, please ting Alan or Jenny on 01761 232551.

Why not join us!

Jenny Gould

Indoor Bowls
This takes place at the Village Hall on Thursdays at 2pm.
and more members are always very welcome. Occasional
triendly matches are played aganst two Midsomer Notton
clubs, but mainly Thursdays ate enjoyable practice matches

agamnst each other.

David Rogers. 01761 233142
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Cricket Club

On Sunday 7% Febuaty Chdcompton Spotts Cricket Club held their Fist AGM at Chieomyp-
ton Spotts Club and it was well supported by Club Membets.

The Club thanked “Dickies”, “Pethenicks & Gillard Chartered Accountants” & “Spectium
Foumn Design” for their generous continued Sponsorship for the 2016 Season. The Club will
be hoping that local businesses will sponsor match balls dunng the season (£25 per home
game with good coverage on the Cuicket Club Website and the Somerset Guardian).

Sectetaty Dave Travis teported on another very busy year tor the Club thanking the
Committee for all thew hard work dunng the year and Chdcompton Spotts tor making: the
Cucket Club so welcome. A spectal mention was made tor Jacqui Nolar’s fantastic ettorts to
getgrants tor covers, nets, sight screens, boundary rope /winder & youth coaching couses!

Inn 2016 the Senwors 15t XTI will play 11 Bustol & District Saturday Div 6, the 204 XT n Bustol &
Disstuict Saturday Div 12 and the Sunday XT n Notth Somerset Sunday Div 4.

Winter Nets will Stact on Sunday 215t Febuary until Sunday 17 Apul at Withlington School
(5pm to 6pm) - Curtent, old and new players all welcome.

Please contact Dave Travis tor turther details 07725 458404 or e-mail
dave.travis@hotmail.co.uk

The Club ate pleased to announce that Chilcompton Spotts Cucket Club Junior section will
play  competitive cricket in 2016, with ULl and U13 Teams entered i the Bath & District
Youth Crcket League.

Last year the Club ran Youth taster sessions and registered 42 guls and boys rangmg trom 4 yrs
to 15 yrs.

Tlus year’s Junior traming sessions will be held at Chilcompton Sports Club on frdays trom 8%
Apuil to August (6pm — 7.30pm tor all ages trom 4yeats to 15years).
Please contact Jacqui Nolan for turther details 07793 018009

or e-mail Jacqui@nolan-home.eu

Bonfires

Several residents have mentioned the proliferation of bonfires in Clulcompton and I must
adnut I have found this practice 1n the 50 years I have lived here to be a real nusance. It
seems to start as soon as we get some rare fine weather! \\"orking or sitting 1n the gm‘den 18
almost impossible and 1t the waslung 1sn’t taken 1n then it smells of smoke untid the next
wash and you mught as well not have bothered in the first place; worst ot all 1s at the end of
the day tinding the bedroom full of smoke; an wntation for most of us, but a real problem
tor asthmatics and those with breatlhung difticulties.

Please be considerate of your neighbours and resist the urge to light bonfires at
any time of the year.

Marlene Picktord
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CHILCOMPTON SPORTS
CRICKET CLUB

CALLING ALL YOUNG BUDDING

CRICKETERS - GIRLS & BOYS

4 yrs - 6 yrs (Minis)
7 yrs - 15 yrs (Juniors)

Come and Play at:

CHILCOMPTON SPORTS GROUND BENNELL
WELLS ROAD CHILCOMPTON BA3 4EZ

Trainings Sessions on
Friday evenings at 18:00 - 19:30
Starting 8th April - End of August
With potential earlier indoor training

We run Competitive League Teams
U113 - Monday evening matches
U13s - Tuesday evening matches

U9s - Friendlies as arranged

No prior cricket experience or kit required.

A chance for young people of all abilities to try
batting, bowling and fielding, under the supervision
and guidance of ECB qualified coaches.

Membership Fee: £10 and
discount for siblings

Come and join on a training evening or for
further information,
please contact: Jacqui Nolan,
Youth Development Officer
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Jacqui@nolan-home.ey or A4
07793 018 009 or Club Secretary

dave.travis@hotmad.co.uk d

4

Also see our website: www.chilcomptonsportscc.com
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The spotts ground, at Bennell, 1s the hub for most of the sporting activities that
take place i the village. It’s the home tor our cricket and football clubs, who both
tun adult and youth sides. Organised Tennis is played and organised under the
Wiithlington Tennis umbrella, but casual tennis can be played, by hiring one of
three coutts.

A tauly recent facility 1s the sports bar that has been operating tor just over the
year. Ifs a comtortable, family ortentated lounge that is avadable for use, by the
whole of the village. It 1s open from 12 noon every weekend and shows all the
main premuership football and rughby matches and the same for international
matches, as we have both BT Sport and SKY licences. Midweek opening is
dependent on the sporting activities that take place at the site. However it’s open
tor key televised matches and tournaments and the forthcoming European tootball
tournament will be shown over the summer.

A membership 1s optional, but as we operate a two tier pricing structure 1t allows
members to buy drnks and snacks at the lower price.

www.chilcomptonsports.com www.facebook.com/ChilcomptonSportsClub

Tim Curtis

Chdcompton  fist  team
squad  being awarded a
trophy and £100 tor being
the top of the Premuer
Duwision Respect League
after ten matches. The
team have won three
promotions i successive
seasons.
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Young Sporting Stars
(But where are the girls? Next time please. Ed)

The tollowmng young people have been tepresenting their county/ district m rughy and football:

George Hobbs Lewis Oram
Abbey Road, Downside School, Stockhill Road, VWells Blue School,
Somerset RFU under 17s Somerset RFU under 16s
and Bath Rugby Academy and Wells RFC

=

Sol Thompson Oli Glendinning
Stockhill Road, Norton Hill School, Vice Cap- Sheppards Walk, Wells Blue School,
tain for Somerset RFU under 15s, playing at representing Bath and North East
the Bath Rec on 15th April 2015, against Somerset football under 14s
Dorset and Wilts RFU. Currently playing and Bath City Football Club.
for Stothert and Pitt RFC
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Goldcrest

Lesser spotted
A cute little Goldetest caught on camera by Pete Sinclair mn his Chilcompton garden.

Pete sad: “It’s not a rare bitd but one that can be hard to spot, because contrary to populat
optnion, this is m fact the UKs smallest bitd - smaller than a wren. They ate also a bit nervous.
I've seen it m the garden about three times, but thus 1s the fist tume Pve been able to
photograph it. It’s easy to see how it gets 1t’s name.”

Their thin beaks are deally suited tor picking insects out from between pine needles.

Patt of the kinglet famuly they are also known as the “king of the buds” n European tolklore.

Scam Alert !

There are fraudsters operating in the Mendip area. They ate calling people pretending to be
trom the Metropolitan Police. They are telling their victums that they have managed to stop
a fraudulent transaction on their bank account but m order to keep the persons money sate,
they ask the person to temove their money from their bank so that it can be handed over to
"The Met" to be held 1 a sate account, to be returned at a later date.

They groom their victun to the extent that they don't trust bank staft, famuly or fruends. The
victims that the banks know of have been eldeiy and living on their own so are the most
vulnerable. It would be good for as many people to know about this as possible so that
even 1t they are not the sott of people that could be targeted, they may have eldedy frends
or relatives that might benefit from knowing about ths.

Thus has already atfected a local resident!!

Please speak to your bank 1t you have had a call like thus.
Please contact The Village Agent about this or any other 1ssue you may have.
TJacky Smuth, 07950 782436. Or email- jackv(@somersetrec.orguk
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