The Union Jack was raised on-the-evening
df=the 8th September and then lowered
to half-mast as a gesture of respect to

Queen Elizabeth 11
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Welcome. ..

..to the 2022 Autumn edition of Chilcompton Matters.

We had hardly raised our glasses to the demise of Gladman
when another developer comes knocking on our door. Why
won't they leave us alone? Time to reach for the pitchfork
again (see p4). Then there was the uncertainty and confusion
about the 173 bus service (see p6).

On the plus side there was a successful '‘Opening Up' event back
in March at the Village Hall, a musical Jubilee party at the
Sports Ground in June and a sunny August.

There's an exciting new innovative project being pioneered in
Chilcompton in the form of the Chat-e-Cycle, check it out (p8).

This is the 15™ magazine that I have produced. Certainly, more
than enough. Time for a fresh voice methinks. So, if anyone
wants to take over the editorship, come on down. I'm offering
an olive branch here...or is it a poisoned chalice?

There is now a good solid band of contributors, so thank you to
them for their articles over the years.

The vital role of Mike Hughes beavering away at his computer
can never be overstated.

Then there are the advertisers, the distributors and the proof
readers - all important cogs in the procedure of making the
magazine. And, most importantly, thank you for reading.

Bendice tu corazon (bless your heart)
Malcolm Rigby
Parish Clerk.  E-mail: parishclerk@ chilcompton.org
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Here We Go Again...
CARO Update from Rich Morgan

After the wondertul news in January that the ptoposed Gladman development of
95 houses at Hoecroft would not be h: appenng, many Llulcmnpton residents
recerved an unpleasant surpuse through their letterboxes a couple of months later.
Another national housebuilding company, Redrow, posted glossy leatlets ottering a
public consultation on a proposal to buld 49 houses on green felds south of
Broadway.

It 1s of course entirely up to individual residents whether they respond to the
mvitation to submut comments, or whether they are in favour of the proposal.
Using the expenience gained trom a similar exercise used by Gladman, we can say
that comments trom members of the public may well be used selectively to assist
the developer, rather than to reflect the views of the public.

We were fust alerted to this scheme back in November last year, when Conor
Flanagan, a ditector of Black Box Planning Ltd., took patt in a Zoom meeting with
the Parish Council. Black Box are the planning consultants for Redrow, and
signiticantly, Mr. Flanagan disclosed that the ultimate aim ftor the proposed
development south of Broadway 1s not just 49 houses, but a total of 150. All the
tields, trom those behind the homes opposite Veales Garage, all the way to the held
oppostte Parsonage Lane, would be filled with housing,.

The scale of the full proposal 1s breathtaking, neatly twice the volume of bulding as
the Gladman development, which itselt would have been the largest single housing
project in Clhilcompton’s lustory.

The wutial plan for 49 houses, therefore, has to be considered as an enabling step,
using the easiest access point from the B3139. Let none of us be under any
llusion that if the village development limits are breached, and the first
tranche of 49 houses are built, that would be the end of the story. Redrow have
given the game away, we know the full extent ot the damage the\‘ wish to intlict
upon our village.

How, then, should we deal with this latest threat to the rural nature of
(‘hilcnmpton; Let’s look back at the Decision Notice on the Gladman 11)1)lication
trom Planning Inspector David Reed in January this year. One of the key
patagraphs begins thus: “The proposal wonld r/U///j/m;/f/) harm the character and appearance
of the area, adrersely ﬂﬁm ting the form of the village and surronnding landscape. It wonld not
comprise a logical extension 1o the village, being an ////r////y Jarze, indit ////m/ estate, detached from
s main 11///// up core. It wonld be ///(o”a///o//s/)' Jocated, e’//uom/J///a into the conntryside nhich
extends into the heart of the village, eroding its character.” These words about
encroachment mnto our green felds at Hoecrott apply just as forcefully to the west
ot the village.

Other reasons cited by Mr Reed include the ditficulties mnvolved with the
expansion of the village school, as well as toad satety concerns. The issues with
the school remain, and no-one in Chilcompton needs reminding of the recent,
tragic, fatal accident just a few yards from what would be the entrance to the  >>
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>>  proposed site. A development of 49 houses would mean at least another
100 cars emerging on to the B3139 near what must now be seen as an accident
black spot.

The uncertainty over the future of the 173 bus route 1s also a factor. The existence
of what 1s rather laughably described as a “bus to work” service 1s a key part of
Chilcompton being designated as a sustamable Prmary Village. That status would
sutely cease to apply were we to lose our last temaning bus. Other concerns, such
as the oversubscribed doctors surgery, the mcreased tflood sk due to building on
green lields, not to mention the global envitonmental catastrophe of climate
change, ate also significant.

CARO (Chilcompton Against Rural Overdevelopment), as well of course as your
Parish Council, ate geating up for another battle. There 1sn’t much we can do until
a formal planning application has been submutted, but if you would like to join in
with the campaign to preserve the tural character of our beautiful village, please get
in touch.

Email CARO at caro.enoughisenough(@gmail.com

Email the Patish Council via panshcletk(@chilcompton.otg

Watch tor news on the village website www.chilcompton.org and on the
Chilcompton Facebook page.

Rich Morgan

Sweltering August:
Parched Iawns and bloomin’ flowers

A very hot August in Chilcompton saw temperatures soar mto the mid thirties and
grass everywhere was turning brown.

Keen gardener, Sue Rankine, said: “If these kinds of temperature are going to
mcrease 1n the future, my advice 1s to water thoroughly 1f not very otten.”

See llc'L tull article on p‘\g;e 28




Rumours!

No doubt you have come across the walt of speculation and rmumours that have
been floating through our community about the tuture of the 173 bus service
because of lack of usage and/or shostage of bus drivers.

Be prepared, I am about to give you three quotes that will make you even more
contused.

It 1s, of course, ludicrous that a village our size, what the developers call a ’Pamary
Village’, might lose it’s last remamning bus service, particulady i an age of climate
change and rising tuel prices.

Doug Claringbold, Managing Director, First Bus, West of England said:

“I fully understand your concerns and we continue to pursue all nptmns to pre-

Sefve services — we i . have yet to register the
services for October  (y§@ 't or Iose lt but we will need to do
so shortly but no final  decision has been

made, contrary to what has been reported. However, the situation 1s very difticult
— we have been supportecl by government funding to run uncommercial
services during and since Covid but unfortunately this tunding ends in
October. Patronage on the 173 remamns tar below pre-Covid levels and we are
having to take some very ditticult decisions. We are also having to take into account
the national shottage of bus duvers which is also meaning we are unable to mn all
the services we would wish to — we are working extremely hatd to address this but
there 1s no quick fix here.

“We will contirm our final changes over the coming weeks. What I would say 1s
that none of the options we have been explonng removes bus services from

Chilcompton. T share many of the views you express and yet, as a commercial
operator, we have to take decisions within that context and where services ate not
commercial we rely upon financial support from Local Authorties. >>




>>  “As I sad, we will continue to service Chilcompton trom the next service
change 1n October but tor the long tetm viability of services it 1s important that
patronage grows. Cleadly we have signiticant responsibility here in terms of
mnning lugh quality, reliable services but I would ask that local stakeholders, such
as Panish Councils, can also have a role to play through local advocacy ot bus
services. We ate very keen to work with all interested parties — whilst 1t 1s a tough
message, ‘use it or lose 1t” 1s a true message.”

Dan Norris, Metro Mayor for the West of England, said: “I have been
discussing the possible changes Figst Bus could make to their netwotk operations
in the West of England region with them, ahead of any changes

that would be mtroduced in October. Withdrawal of the 173 bus service was an
option they considered, and in the West of England Combined Authonty atea, this
route 1s entirely duplicated by the 174 service. Service reductions were being
considered, because First Bus, like all bus operators, are suttering from the
nationwide shortage of bus duivers.

“I am pleased that First have not deaided to go ahead with the withdrawal of tlus
service. In addition, from the 9th of October, the 174 will divert through
Chilcompton on Sundays, improving bus connections in the area.”

Whilst James Heappey, our MP, said: “Contrary to what some local
councillors have claimed, there has been no “victory” on the 173. Indeed 1it’s not
absolutely clear what engagement councillots have had with First Bus as neither the
local not regional management have been engaged by them. I don’t tell you this to
make a political point but because there 1s a danger that thinking the service has
survived tor the wrong reason mught lead to a complacency that does eventually see
it axed.

“The truth 1s that the 173 was never setiously lined up tor deletion as the recovery
of that route from the pandemic was on a trajectory that suggested 1t would be
financially viable 1n a reasonable timeframe. Fisst Bus have also been able to more
successtully recruit duvers 1n Wells which means services that operate from the
Wells depot ate attractive. The 173 is one of these.

“However the 173 needs to continue to recover from the pandemic so it can
achteve commercial viability. The City Council (Wells) will want, theretore, to
make sure residents aren’t musled by stories ot a great political victory and instead
make sure they use the service regulardy to prove its viability. Fiest Bus have said
the route 1s running on a “use it or lose 1t” basis - we’ve been warned!”

Clear? Use it or lose it? Is that a threat?

Malcolm Rigby.

Feedback

What are your views on the magazine? The team that put it together is al-
ways looking for your comments, be they good or bad. Is there something
missing? What could be done better? Please let us know. Contact the

parish clerk: Malcolm Rigby, email: parishclerk(@chilcompton.org
Next Deadline: 10th January 2023




Chat-e-Cycle

Malcoln Righy talked to a woman who is pioneering a new way to combat rural social
isolation and inaccessibility

Don’t be surprised if 1n future months you see a strange three-wheeled bicycle
toaming our streets. It 1s simply a means ot allowing older people and disabled
people to get out and about whilst having a nice chat. Hence the name
Chat-e-Cycle.

The scheme 1s the bramncluld of Kate Mattick who has been a physiotherapist tor
the past nine years, spending the majouty of her career working with older people.
In 2019 Kate went to London to do a Masters 1 Disability, Design and Innovation.
Kate reflected on where Chat-e-Cycle onginated from: “One of our Masters'
projects was focused on how to make active transport accessible to the ageing
population, encouraging people to get out and at the same time try and combat
some of the challenges around social 1solation .

“If’s really thinking about how we need better transport, we need better green
transport and having a disability, or your age, shouldn’t mean that you’re not part of
that thinking.”

Kate designed a vehicle for her Masters project but then when deciding to try and
turn Chat-e-Cycle into a reality - she realised there was a skeleton model already on
the market that mught just work for this pilot project. After a few bespoke
additions to the cycle, Kate came to the conclusion: “I'm not a bike engmeer, 'm
not the first person to come up with the concept of an accessible bike, Chat-e-Cycle
is now about taking an accessible cycle and thinking about how it can be
implemented within a muiral community. If's in the service delivery design that it 1s
onginal.

“Rather than raising the funds to develop something from scratch, these bikes do
exist and they ate pretty much what I had in mind in the onginal stages.”

The electric bike 1s a seriously mean machine with several gears, three levels of
assistance and can also reverse. The mamn pilot does the steering, braking and the
brunt ot the pedalling whilst the secondary rider can do as little or as much
pedalling as they want. The focus 1sn’t on exercise — but it can be if you want.

This particular purple number 1s made by a company called Van-Raam based in the
Nethedands, but they don’t come cheap, costing about £12,000. Kate spent the
tirst six months of the year in an intensive crowd funding campaign and was
delighted to achieve her goal.

Cleady, she 1s not in it for cash and decided aganst forming a chanty. “T don’t

want the business model to necessarily be a charitable model thatis >>
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>> completely forever reliant on donations. I’'m not doing this to make money
but P'm doing it to develop a social enterprse business model that is sustainable and
teplicable 1 other locations.”

Kate, herself, lives in Bath so why Chilcompton as the location of her
1)1ot<>r\*pc“ “It makes sense. It’s tural, I grew up here, spending my childhood
enjoying playing in the local atea. T know Chilcompton, my grandfather, dad and
1 now brother are tarmers on Manor
' Farm — so 1t’s the pertect place to
launch trom.”

Kate plans on starting Chat-e-Cycle
up with a pilot project — she wants
to learn as much as possible from
¥ local residents about how this
~ scheme could work for them, and
- the community.

In its current plan, you could rent
Chat-e-Cycle for an hour or 2 with
~ a fuend or family member who you
- think might like to have a go. But,
~ also, 1f you as an individual w: mtcd
to go out for a cycle as a secondary
 nder, then you could contact
" Kate and either she or her
partner would take you out for a
ride.
So long as you are capable of
sitting independently then you
ate good to go — there 1s a foot-
rest just 1 case you didn’t fancy
the pedalling,
In the longer term Kate would like
to build up a team of volunteer main
pilots wlllo would be willing to
take folk out for a ide and a chat.

Kate gives her father a cycle ride

“One of the big things that T want
to try at the moment 1s hguring out how this service model could work here.
Because you w tll then be able to take that service model and see if 1t could be
Leplu ated in other places. Could a residential home do this? In a larger town
or m a mote tural place? I want to learn from how it goes 1n Chilcompton to
see how that could be replicated. Contribute that learning back to the
accessible cycling worlds.”

She 1s definitely looking tor teedback.

Kate said: “T have sat and thought about Chat-e-Cycle for a long time. Sometimes
you've got to just do it to learn. This 1si’t the tfinal product. Pm just really keen to
make sure that rural places and older people aren’t left out of the cycling tuture.
It’s the start of something T hope.”

Want to find out more information or fancy a cycle then get in touch.
Contact Kate on 07934 507183 or chatecycle@gmail.com

9



Expert, friendly
legal service on

FDC LAW

SOLICITORS
EST 1692
LOCAL LEGAL EXPERTS

For help or advice about Buying or Selling your home,

Separation or Divorce, Children, Wills & Probate, Powers
of Attorney, Personal Injury or other legal issues, contact us:

01761 417575 s

Midsomer Norton,

www.fdc-law.co.uk BA3 2DF
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Chilcompton Wives
We are continuing to meet at the Sports Ground venue at Bennell at 2.15p.m. on
the tirst Wednesday of the month.
We have met tor “Tea and Chat’ but also have had spelkers ranging from a
Storyteller and a guided walk through the canal at Bath to the S.S. Great Butain.
We all enjoyed our Queen’s Platinum celebration with an afternoon ot Red, White
and Blue, a Right Royal Quiz and memouies of eadier Jubilees and of course light
tetreshments.
It you would like to join us just come along and you will be met with a warm
welcome. For further information contact Bridget Brookbank on 01761 232039 or
Maureen Evans on 01761 233266

New Village Agent

Hello, I'm Tina the new Village Agent tor the CCS (Community Council for
Somerset). Covering East Mendip, I have been n posmon tor 4 months now. I have
lived in the atea all my lite and have raised my children in alocal village tor 12 years.

I'm Wortking tor CCS as T have a passion for helping people. Living in mural Men-
dip we are trying to build smatter communities. Helping others around us, Vill: age
Agents can ofter free conftidential, practical support tor you and the communuty.
Supporting unpad carers, loneliness/1solation, benefit checks etc. We can signpost
you to people and services that you didn't know to contact. We will help in any way
we can. If you would like a teterral, please call 01823 331222 or email:
www.somersetagents.org/ agent-call-back Tina Hazelhurst

Local Information
All villagers are mnvited to attend the Parish Council meetings, to make an
observation or just to view the machinery of the most local tier of govern-
ment.

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm at the
Village Hall.

If you have any ideas for the twice yearly village newsletter or would like to
put some information up on the village website, contact the Parish Clerk by
email: parishclerk(@chilcompton.org or ring 01761 232974.

Website: www.chilcompton.org

PC noticeboards are by the Coop (temporarily out of use), by the Village
Hall, on Bowden Hill and at the bus stop by Church House.

County Councillors:
Tony.robbins(@somerset.gov.uk
Cllr.hobbs(@mendip.gov.uk
District Council: 0300 303 8588

County Council: 0300 123 2224
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Obituaries

The tollowing villagers have died since the last newsletter:

Don Gumbleton, John Ernest William Gumbleton,
Eric Bridges, Rosemary Maud Davies,
Raymond Pearce, Tony Ford,

Jean Winifred Green, Billy Shepherd,

Liam Shepherd, Julian Reakes, Sue Coombes
We send sincere condolences to their families and friends.
Apologies it anyone has been madvertently onutted. Please let me know of any
others and they will be mcluded in the next newsletter.

Marlene Pickford 01761 232774 email: matlenep@mypostottice.co.uk

News from St. John’s

In the heat of this scorching summer, it 1s always pleasant to step into the cool of
our lovely church and sit for a moment 1n the peace. The doors are open daily
during the hours of dx aylight and we warmly mvite you to make the most ot the
shade!  We have a gentle stream of visitors dmmg the week, many ot whom pnp 1n
whist walking the dog or after visiting our nesghbours The H()l\ Cow, and all a
welcome.

We are aware that the path is steep for those with mobility 1ssues and the
congregation responded generously in the Spung to an appeal to fund making the
church more accessible to all, as well as improving the audio visual system within.
To find out more or to give 1n support ot this project, visit our website:

https:/ /www.stvigorstjohn.church /about/ about-us /st-johns-improving-the-visitor
‘(.‘XL)C‘[lC“llCC‘

We have had a busy summer with Baptisms 1n the pagsh and extend our
congratulations to the families of Ellie Massey, Tabitha Farrell, Edward Drew,
Joseph Leaver and Emily Goode. It is always a delight to welcome new members
into the family ot the C hugch. C ongratulations also go to Benji Cload and Michelle
Blissett who mattied on a beautiful day at the end of July.

Our condolences go to the families of Elizabeth Bate, Matgatet Beecham, Ronald
Beecrott, Vie Churely. Donald Gumbleton, Michael Holder, John Gumbleton and
Trevor Whitcombe, all of whom have been busied in the Pagish recently. It is a
privilege to walk w ith you at these moments of significance 1 lite and if we can be
ot help either in a time of sadness or ot celebration, please contact us via the
website: www.stvigorstjohn.church - We would be happy to help.

Midweek activities took a break over the summer holidays to allow helpers to test,
but return with enthusiasm tor the new term. Tea & Toast, our Thursday Mormning
Toddler Group meet weekly in Term-Time (8.30-10.30am) and always >>
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>> enjoy making new frends. Also meeting weekly are our Bell Ringers who
welcome anyone with an interest to
drop 1n on a Monday Evening. No
experience necess:uy! Contact
Aduan Beck ( 01761 415950) for
mote info.

Monday Caté meets on the first
Monday of each month, hosted by
Sarah our Parish Nurse and
welcomes anyone who is free
tor a chat and a cup of tea. Our
long-standing Lunch Club returns
tor the Autumn on the third
Thursday of October. Contact
Margaret Holcombe on 01761 415085

to book a place.

Our regular pattern of services for both churches:
Tuesdays 9am, St Vigor’s Stratton on the Fosse, Morming Prayer (Traditional)
Wednesdays 9am St John’s, Morming Prayer
Thursdays 11am St John’s, Holy Communion (Traditional language)
Sundays, 9am. St Vigor’s Stratton on the Fosse
10.30am St John’s Chilcompton (also on Zoom)
6.30pm St John’s: Celtic Evening Prayer (4% Sunday only)
Sunday moming services at each church alternate between Holy Communion and
Morning Prayer. During the Autumn, we will be looking at the question: Who is

God, and how can we get to know lum better? Children and families ate welcome
at all services. For tull details of services and activities visit: www.stvigorstjohn.church

Dates for your diary:

Harvest Celebration 2nd October 2022
Dressing of the Graves 12" November 2022
Remembrance Day 13% November 2022
Carol Service 11% December 2022

Messy Nativity 18t December 2022
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Opening-Up Day >>

Jubilee Celebrations
Chilcompton Spotts Ground was the place to be on Fuday 3% June, as the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee was celebrated n style. The Patsh Council and the Sports Club
wotked together to put on an event which catered for villagers ot all ages. Food
and drink flowed in plenty from the Social Club kitchen and bat, and there was

entertainment tor all.




>>

Back in late March the village held an opening up
event to promote local clubs, organisations, groups
and hospitality businesses that mught have been
suttering from the COVID lockdowns.

The afternoon at the Village Hall was considered to
be a great success with the children really enjoying
the tree mobile caving experence.

>>  Despite a heavy shower just as the festivities were beginning, everyone
enjoyed the world-famous local magician Peter Cliftord who played tricks on a
succession of battled customers.

Following Peter, it was tune for the music to begin. Some of the finest performers
trom Chilcompton and the immediate atea gave their all to delight the audience.
Fiest up was singer-songwriter Paul Rogers and hus wondertul guitar playing,
tollowed by local bluegrass maestros The Ognginal Barn Finds

Chilcompton’s very own Helena Softley then gave us a lovely set of her own work
and a couple of covers, and then we had the blues merchants Peas in a Pub.

There could only be one band to wrap the evening up by getting everyone dancing,
the one and only local legends, the Honky Tonks!

We would like to thank all the performers, the intlatable slide crew, the volunteers
and staft from the Sports Club, and of course all the wondertul residents
of Chilcompton who made this such a memorable event.

Rich Morgan
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WHat a cuteyl

Malcolm Righy talked to a baby photographer who has set up her studio donn on Manor Farm

It was cotporate law that brought Marina Feldman to Britain in 2002, twenty years
later she s still here but doing something completely difterent — taking pictures ot
new-borns. The native Frenchwoman came to Swansea University for a legal
qualitication, met her husband and now has two daughters.

But, despite her legal qualifications, ever since she was a kid her real passion has
always been photography. She said: “It was always a hobby of mme from very
young, I always had a camera in my hand —T loved it.

“I qualitied as a solicitor and was until my second daughter was born. Because I
was always doing shoots on the side people started asking me to do shoots here
and there. And then one thing led to another. And when I finished my second
maternity leave 1 2014, I decided to give thus a go full time so I lett the law.”

Does she muss 1t?7 “I do a little bit every now and then... the intellectual
challenge. .. but I love people, I love meeting people, love people’s stories. This 1s
just a difterent way of helping people.”

About 70% ot her business 1s the new-borns (2-3 weeks), and the rest 1s older
babies, families and the occasional wedding,

Marina said: “The new-borns is a specific genre and needs specitic training on how
to handle new-bons.”

The practice of protessionally photographing young babies 1s relatively new to the
UK, a tradition coming over from the States. Marina, herselt, getting tramning from
one of the more well-known Amencan new-bom photographers.

She said: “If’s patt of our culture now and 1t’s here to stay, people love it and they
come back tor their second or their third baby.

“Babies are babies for such a short period of time. They love to capture those
details because the days are young and the mights are short, it all goes in a blur and
they just love having something to remember.”

So what’s the secret of successtul new-borms photography? “Patience. A new-
botn session can take about three hours. Mainly because I tollow baby’s needs, 1f
baby needs a fteed then we will stop and baby will feed. If they need a cuddle we’ll
stop and do that. Then 1t’s a combination of keeping him warm, ted and a little bit
of white nosse. It’s a case of having the nght environment. The attraction of
the studio is that they can take their time. That’s the secret.

“You have to be patient and having been a corporate lawyer that’s helptul. Not
worty about getting on the Hoor to get a shot, to get to their level. To engage with
them, to make a tuss ot them, make them feel the centre of attention. Do silly
taces, silly noises. Just being relaxed really.”

For props she uses turs, blankets and hats. An average session will produce about
30 mmages.

She said: “With new-botn photography there 1s an awtul lot of photoshop  >>
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>> mtervention to make babies safe i positions, diggtal has made all that easier to do.
Any blemishes or little rashes can be touched up. Some people will ask for no
photoshopping, T will always say that I will only remove what you are happy to
remove. For example, if mum had a torceps delivery, baby might have brusing on
the head and they might decide that that 1s part of baby’s story. They may want

that documented and I will leave it. That’s always up to the patents.”

I
|

Marina has become yet another of the female entrepreneurs down in the
out-buildings of Manor Farm and she is enjoying the location of her studio. And
of Chilcompton, she sad: “Oh I love it. A lovely village. T remember the first
time I drove down Church lane — it’s just magical 1so’t it. T discovered the sense of
community and the people ate so friendly.”

Martina Feldman can be contacted on 07906 952440,
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Golden Hour Club
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Some members spent a lovely atternoon mn July enjoying tea and cakes in the

garden of Eve and Ernie, both former committee members, Etnie being the
vice-president for some years. Meetings are every second Tuesday of the month at
the village hall at 7.30pm., when a brng-and-buy sale, raftle, retreshments and
choirs, talks or music are on ofter. Come along, meet triends and enjoy.

Sylvia Rogers. 01761 233142

Congratulations

Daphne Tuppick celebrated her 100% birthday in August with her three sons, 9
grandchildren and 17 great grand-
children. Daphne has lived in the
village tor more than 50 years, was
a teacher at Clutton Primary
school and became very much
mvolved 1n Chilcompton village
lite. She jomned Chilcompton Ladies’
Choir, was President of the WI
and a member of the village hall
commuittee. She also supported the
Methodist church and Paulton
Hospital League of Frends.

We send her love and best wishes
trom her trends in Chilcompton.




Emergencies
Pandemics, ﬂooding, wild fires, power cuts. .. The events of the last C()lll)lc’ of years
have shown just how important emergency preparedness 1s.  Pansh and Town
councils ate uniquely placed to help their communities, but for this they need to be
prepated.
Somerset Prepared 1s a pattnership of the emergency services, voluntary sector,
local authorities, and organisations who might be mnvolved in an emergency
response. The partnership provides traming, grants and advice to help
communities be prepared for emergencies, and also holds an annual event — thus
year we ate hosting the Somerset Prepared Community Resilience Day at West
Monkton Village Hall, October 13%, [0am — 4pm.
There are presentations and workshops on a variety of subjects, mcluding
Somerset’s Flood Action Plan, Somerset Wildlite Trust’s new Climate Adaptation
Toolkit for Patsh and Town Councils, introductions to new community groups
like the Somerset Water Action Network and presentations from local
communities, as well as interactive equipment demos from the emergency services
and the Envitonment Agency.
The event is free to attend, with buffet lunch provided.

Emma Giftard — Civil Contingencies Unit - 01823359738

SEASONED H A R T S .b

HARDWOOD LOGS NATURAL SEAFOODS LTD.
« Best quality air dried Logs ERESH SUSTATNABLE SEAFOOD

e Various sized loads to suit

« Free deliveryin local area ,&
%
All timber is harvested
and processed by us from AT LOCAL

FSUSta;"ab'y :a"afed W°°dt'a"ds MARKETS U GLASTONBURY & CASTLE CARY
or orders or detalls contact us on IN YUUR AREA WED WH.I.S & fROME

Mobile: 07989 816598 THURS: BRADFORD ON AVON
Mobile: 07900 243572 FRT: SHEPTON MALLET & WARMINSTER
Tel: 01761 439 419 SAT: WELLS & FROME

Email: somervalley.ts@gmail.com
Website: somervalleytreeservices.com

WWW HARTSNATURALSEAFOODS.COM
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Building Contractors
& Developers Ltd.

winsleywhite.co.uk

01761 232361 info@winsleywhite.co.uk
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Paul the Postie Retires

3 On the last day of March residents of lower Chilcompton and
Wells Road said a sad tarewell to their much-loved postman.

& Paul Emm, or Paul the Postie as he was attectionately known,
had been doing his round 1n the village for the last 17 years.

¥ He said: “T won’t miss eatly mornings or being out 1n rain, wind
j and snow.”

On wotk days Paul, who lives in Paulton, used to be up at half
five, and at four o’clock 1 the eady days. From March to No-
vember, even on bad days, he was very much a ‘shorts’ man.

d When asked 1f he had grand plans tor retitement? “I haven’t
teally, obviously thete ate jobs to do that you don’t do when
you're at wotk. But atter that I think Pl just take every day as it
comes, and enjoy it. Ill see what happens.”

And on his days in Chilcompton? “It’s been really good. The people on the round
are all nice and they’re frendly. T've built good relationships with a lot of them.
Pve seen a lot of people come, lot of people go, seen cluldren grow up. I's been
lovely like that”

The secret of a good postie 1s being helpful and Paul was certainly that. He lett
parcels when he could, he helped me out when I posted letters without stamps
(doh), and he aletted a couple of residents to potential identity theft scams.

Paul sad: “T would like to thank everyone for their good wishes, cards and gifts,
which T very much appreciate. T was totally overwhelmed by the generosity and
genuine atfection shown to me be my customers.”

He’ll be missed.

Malcolm Righy

S iockbill Road |
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The Real Unsung Hero

Malcolm Righy talked to Marlene Pickford who recently retired from the Parish
Cw/mz/ after 43 Joars of public service

It’s a record! And one, in her own humble way, she
should be justifiably very proud of. The previous
 longest standing Chilcompton councillor was William
%;3' Carpenter with 39 years.

In addition to her long stint she was also vice-chair
from 2005-10 and clmu between 2010-2013.

- At her very first meeting, back in May 1979, an eldedy
male councillor, said to her: “I would never let my wite
be on the parish council, it’s no place for a woman.”

| Mardene said, all these years later: “I couldn’t believe it.
I'was so shocked. It wasn’t a very good welcome really.

“Quite otteu I used to make suggestions which
weren’t taken up but it somebod) else made that
suggestion at a later date then...”

She concedes that that might still happen today
and there is still only one woman on the council.

Possibly the greatest change she has seen in
her time is the development of technological
communication.  Originally the minutes were
read out prior to the next meeting. Everything
was handwritten, the minutes and the letters.
A typewriter was bought for the clerk in the
eighties but then there was still the problem of
duplication and then of cousse distribution — the
cletk would wander the streets posting the
minutes in councillors’ houses.

Marlene said: “I think it was the technology
that really finished me off. People were saying ,
let’s do WhatsApp and other things and my Marlene in 1979

heart would sink because I knew I couldn’t do it. And with Covid T
couldn’t get people in to help me. It was hard.”

The greatest achievements she has seen on her watch have probably been
architectural, in the form of the new village hall in 1981 and the extension in
‘91 and the sports pavilion in 1997 which the Parish Council is still paying for.

But there have also been important groups that have emerged from the council:
The twinning committee, speedwatch, the volunteer litterpicking organisation and
indirectly The Chilcompton Society (in which she always felt in two camps).  >>
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>>  There has been the acquisition ot three green spaces trom Mendip District
Council (for a pound), the purchase of telephone boxes (also for a pound), the
steps from the Millennium path on the railway line, several struggles against
unwanted developments, the support for various social housing projects and the
new iron finger post in the centre of the village.

Controversies have occurred, but not too frequently, resulting in public meetings:
Traftic calming, the railway line (twice), construction of the Mulberty factory and
the demolition of the Britannia Inn.

Then there’s the meat and drink of standard Chilcompton Parish Council life:
Maintaining The Street Ponds, lorties getting stuck on Bowden Hill, street lights
and the creation and looking atter bus shelters.

She said that the lack of power of the council was frustrating. “But also, it’s
so slow, always so slow and it’s still slow. If you have aletter in after a meeting it
doesn’t come up for a month later and someone says put it on the next agenda
and if you’ve got to inform highways or something, it can be three months
and nothing’s been done. I still find that very ditficult, always have done.”

Over the years, obviously, she has seen changes in procedure: “Back then we
tollowed protocol strictly. I learnt a lot from those old men who would say,
‘point ot order Mr Chairman’, that would come up four or five times a meeting.
They would say things like T propose we take steps on this issue. And then there
would be a seconder and then there would be another proposal for what steps we
should take. It was a bit pedantic T suppose but that’s the way they did it then.
It meant that everything was done right but it was slow. It has got more lax, very
much more lax.”

As the parish cderk, for a mere ten years, I can safely say that Maidene’s
knowledge on protocol and, indeed, on the history and geography of the village
will surely be missed.

Her major concern for the tuture of Chilcompton is the lack of volunteers coming
forward, groups she has been involved in ate getting older and the younger folk are
too busy working to step up. Also, jobs that in the past would have been done by
the councillors themselves are now being done by the handyperson.

She said that it had been an enjoyable experience in terms of involvement with the
village and other councillors but added: “The thing I miss now is not knowing what’s
going on. People are still asking me questions because they don’t know I've lett. And
I don’t know the answers, I do miss knowing what’s going on in the village.”

Of course, Maidene continues to contribute to the village like organising The
Wednesday Walkers, and, I hope, contributing to Chilcompton Matters. For the
last few years, she has produced, amongst a lot of other things, a column called
“Unsung Heroes” about residents who volunteer. It’s kind of ironic because she
is the real unsung hero. The Parish Council is definitely going to miss her depth
ot knowledge about the village...and also protocol.
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Owen Williams MCFHP, MAFHP
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

We offer a friendly, discreet
and professional service

Whether your feet require some light
maintenance, or for conditions that
need treatment, we will get you
feeling comfortable in your own

shoes again

01761 753489

SAILON
Midsomer Beauty Salon offers a
wide range of Beauty and Holistic
Treatments Including some of our
newer treatments such as brow
lamination, resurface and peel
facial, hot stone facial and exotic
hot oil and salt body scrub

Appointments can be made online
through our website, Facebook
page or the Fresha app

01761 569029

ABSOLUTE HOUNDS
+ -+

* DOG WALKING -

Dog walks, home visits & puppy
training, in Chilcompton and
the surrounding areas

Registered veterinary nurse
Fully insured & DBS checked

Call Jen 0796 96 35 360
jen@absolutehounds.co.uk
www.absolutehounds.co.uk
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Wagon Re-Opens To Re-Kindle the Past

On Frtiday June 24" amudst a buzz of excitement and anticipation, the Somerset
Wagon re- upc-ncd tts doors atter a closure of several months.

The new tenants, Dantel and James Jesson-Keer. were plt‘.ﬁt‘d with the response.
Daniel said: It’s going very very well, absolutely fantastic, better than we had
expec rrd, to tell you the rmrh. We got l)usy very qlm Hy.

“We pamted the outside and have given the inside a complete lick of pant as well,
trying to get it back to the days when 1t was a great pub. Back i the days when
Adnan was here. I remember 1t very well then because I was brought up n ‘the atea
until I moved away. Trying to put it back to the colours that I remember it was.”

“Yes, warm and welcoming,” James added.
Danel, Midsomer Norton rased, continued: “I came hete for fanuly meals before I

was 18 and then when I was 18 T used to come up with triends and Thave a nice pint
i the garden. Just remember 1t being a really great pub, a really busy pub.”

Previously they've run two pubs in the Bournemouth/Poole atea and were looking
for a fresh challenge.

Untl they can recrnut a new chef
James 1s 1 charge of the cooking. He
sard that the menu 1s tried and tested.
“We just carnied 1t from pub to pub
and 1t works, there’s something for
> everybody on the menu. And we have
i a specials board as well. Then on
Sundays we do our six meat roast
dinner. You can have all six on your
plate if you want. Beet, chicken, lamb,
turkey, gammon and pork. You can
mix and match. At our last pnh it used

to be bookings only for Sun(h\' and we hope to get it that way here as well.”

Favourites on the midweek main menu include Ocean Pie and fish ‘0’ chips. Good
reviews on Trpadvisor and Google are making their jobs a little easter if busier.
The beer, three different ales from Wadworths, ate Dantel’s domain, who pudes
humselt on ‘serving a very good pint’.
Nothing definite 1s planned as yet but the
pair are thinking of possibly live music
and maybe a quiz mght for the future.
Wotd of mouth has gone around the
village and the surrounding atea — the
team say the response has been fantastic.
Daniel said: “We just want to run a nice, |}
comtortable, relaxed-atmosphere pub
serving good quality home-cooked tood.”

Malcolm Righy.
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Chﬂcompton Lives - Jean Barnett

Jean was born in 1926 in Shetfield. Because her
i mother was so ill and Jean was premature (she weighed
only 2 Ibs), she was put in a bed in the hospital by an
open window. Her father was told not to expect het
to survive. It was a severe winter and when he went to
see her the cot was tull of snow. He immediately took
her home and fted her malted porndge oats every 2

hours and she survived.

Jean’s Mum was a keen
amateur singer and all the
| children (five of them) had
- singing lessons.  Three of
them sang semu- pmfessiouall\' in Shethield and Jean had
patd lead roles in light operatic shows, concerts at vatious
venues, and as the solo soprano for local choral societies.
During the war, between the ages of 13 and 19, she sang
i concetts for civilians as part of the war ettort.

At one point, Jean and her siblings were evacuated by
their mother to the seaside and got shot at on the beach
by a Gemman aircraft returning from a bombing mn.
Her mother took them back to Shettield! Jean also B
temembers one of the Zeppelins over Shethield coming
loose from its moorings and dragging its cable over the
houses removing all the tides. All the children watching
had to mn inside as heavy tiles ramned down on them. She also recalls a school
triend turning up late tor a concert rehearsal covered in dust, as he had just been
dug out of his bombed house.

Atter school, Jean worked first in a school perpatetic dental clinie and then studied
to be a teacher at Shettield College. Here she met her future husband Eric Barnett.
They were martied on 15t August 1953 1 Hillsborough Trinity Methodist Church.
Jean taught at Sunday School at the church and most of the famuily were chiistened
there. She began her teaching career 1 1946 in Shethield schools and was patt of
the Shettield teachers' operatic Society often taking lead toles. Jean also used her
musical tramning to direct school musical productions. She had been good at netball
and cricket and was 1n college teams, and this continued into taking part in
teachers’ teams at schools.

Jean and Eric had a lifelong love of travel which started with a tup in Europe 1 a
motorbike and sidecar in the 1950s.

Eric was offered the post of Deputy Head of Timsbury Secondary School in 1963
and they moved to Peasedown St John with their daughter Erica (then aged neady 3).
Jean then worked m a vanety of schools 1n Somerset while Eric became Head of
Timsbury school in 1967. The fanuly (and dog Paddy) moved to Chilcompton in
1968 mito a new bungalow which was still being bult when they bought it. >
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>>  When Midsomer Norton grammar school and
Timsbury Secondaty modern merged in 1970 to become
Notton Hill, Eric took up the post of Deputy Head.
Jean \\()chd tor many years at Somervale School and
then later moved to Notton Hill in 1976 whete she was
responsible tor Upper School Remedial Education. She
retired trom Norton Hill in 1984.

When Eric retired they both spent many happy years
downg cratt fairs (selling Enc’s woodworking products),
travelling with their caravan and later motothome, and
also tlying oft round the world. They also enjoyed the
arrrval of three grandchildren Martha, Hannah and Nathan.

Atter Enic died 1n 2004 Jean stayed mn their Chilcompton bungalow and continued
to travel, taking cruses with her Chilcompton frends or holidaying with famuly.
Her love of Harry Potter led to her tirst visit to the Warner Brothet’s studio tour in
her 90s and thete have been several subsequent visits, the latest when she was 95.
Due to several falls and injuries, Jean’s increasing mobility issues led her recently to
take the decision to move to a residential home, near to her daughter, at the age ot 96.
Jean’s time 1 Chidcompton was very happy. She
made many friends in the village and enjoyed
meeting n lltc‘i years tor very competitive games of
scrabble. She loved to go out and was very fortu-
nate to have local friends who could diive her to
their many pub dinners (she gave up drving after
being mnjured in a nasty car accident in France i her
late 50s). Jean also liked going out with family to
local pubs for meals and many happy times were
spent at the Somerset Wagon, the Coust Hotel and
Old Down Inn. She liked the local gatden centres
and was proud of her garden. After retirement, Jean
still did a little tutoring for local children to help
" swith thetr education.

Jean made good use of all that Chilcompton had to ofter.
' She enjoyed line dancing sessions, took part 1 village
events, otten used the transport provided tor the eldedy
- which she called the “wunkly bus” to get to Wells.

As Jean’s mobility became more of an issue she had very good local friends and
neighbours who would take her shopping, get thmqs she needed ot just drop 1n to
see her. She would not have been able to remain so independent in her own home
and so active socially, without the support of local Chilcompton neighbours and
friends.

Words and photos kindly provided by Jean’s daughter Erica.

It you have enjoyed reading this article and would like to share your memoues or
know someone who may, please contact Mike Newman on 01761 233838 or
contact the editor.
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An Unusual Year

Living in the Mendips, I thought that we would always have plenty of rain, and
indeed we often have too much ramn. T’d read articles about gardening for drought
and assume that they werte only relevant to the east of the country, not here mn the
hilly West Country. This summer has proved me wrong, and although 1t may have
been a one off tor now, with climate change nothing can be guaranteed and we
need to prepare tor all eventualities.

Thiee mamn things will dictate how a garden fares during a drought: the plants
themselves, watering and most importantly the soil conditions.

We all now know which of our plants thuved i the hot dry conditions and those
which struggled. Our phommmum in the driest spot in the garden has thrved, but
the oak leaved hydrangea and Siberian dogwood close to it showed signs of
drought stress. As a general mule however most well established shrubs and
petennials will survive one summer of drought, so with some promised autumn
rain they should revive and be back to normal next year, although some, for
example camellias, may have fewer Howers than usual.

There are of course plants that you can grow which are particulady good for dry
conditions, but before you rush out and buy a trolley tull of silver leaved or
succulent plants consider the winter conditions in your g.udcn — plants which like a
dry hot summer generally won’t like a wet Mendip winter unless the soil 1s
patticularly free draming.

With the water shortage so acute watering needs to be done selectively and
effectively. Most well established plants don’t need \\’Jteung at all and none need
\\"1tc11ng every day — a really good soak for those showing signs of stress once or
twice a week 1s plrnh and thev are not tussy about the source of the water either,
‘orey’ water trom w .m]unq up (lett to cool tust) ts tine tor non edible pl ants, le‘(‘l) a
bucket outside the kitchen door to empty it into and use that. Eatly morning or the
evening are best to do the watering to munmise evaporation and 1t’s a lovely time
to be out i the garden — honeysuckles i particular age at their fragrant best then.
Lawns, it goes without saying, don’t need watering! Yes they will stop growing and
turn brown but in the context ot a national shortage of water how impottant 1s a >>

Two New County Councillors
Following the demise of Mendip District Council and the introduction of the new
unitary Somerset County Council, instead of there bemng two District Councillors
and one County Councillog, there are now just two County Councillors.
“My name 1s Tony Robbins and I am one of your new Somerset Councillots I wall
be putting together a more detailed bio 1n the next magazine but in the meantime
please don’t hesitate to contact me should you need to on 07912747105.”

“I'm Edric Hobbs one of your two County C ouncillors. 1 grew up on the L\[(T'l](.lll)s
i Prddy and now live in Shepton Mallet. I'm a keen cyclist and mnner and T
helped start Shepton Mallet parkiun five years ago. I tun my own busimess which
means I have the flexibility to meet people dunng the day should they need to
speak to me about any issues.”

More of them in the next edition.
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>> green lawn? They will green up again anyway once it starts to rain again.

Apart from buckets of grey water on selected shiubs, the only watering we have
done 1 our garden this year 1s the pots, some of the vegt-tal)les and of course the
greenhouse. Annuals 1n pots probably do need watering every day so to save water
(and time), consider planting more drought resistant plants 1 your contamners —
agapanthus seem to survive on next to no water and our bay tree has coped with
only an occasional bucket of grey water. Some of the vegetables have had a good,
but occasional soaking by hose, but i our garden the potatoes and brassicas have
coped without any additional watering and it 1s really only the beans that would
have failed completely with no additional 1ugation.

We ate lucky 1n this atea that we haven’t had a hose pipe ban, but now would be a
good time to get some water butts m place 1t you haven’t got some already. It’s
surprising how quickly they fill up even just from a shed roof and rain water s
better for most plnnrs than tap water.

Long tetm, the most imporstant consideration tor coping with dry weather 1s the
condition of the soil. T have extolled the vittues of ‘no-dig’ gardening here betore
and 1 times of drought it really comes mto its own. Any digaing, by exposing
more of the soil to the air will increase evaporation of water and speed up
desiceation, and conversely any mulching will help to retain moisture. Autumn is a
good time to apply mulch, any organic mulch will help; home-made compost, bark
chippings, farmyard manure or composted green waste m a thuck layer (5-7em) over
the soil — and no need to dig 1t in - the worms will do that
tor you. Make mulclnng a habit at least once per year, &
more if you have the time and energy. Not only will this §
help 11 times ot drought but will also help to avoid loss of .

help thinking may be more frequent than drought...)

Healthy soil, rich i organic matter 1s the key to the tuture
ot this planet, for without healthy soil we cannot feed
ourselves, we all need to do our bit in our gardens
however latge or small they may be.  Sue Rankine

Messy Church
Great Fun at St Johns Church Chilcompton!

Messy Church at St John’s Church ,ln]cc:mpton continues to run
monthl; at 3pm on Sund.ly afternoons. If you've never tred it, then
come along and be prepared to be amazed!

Messy Church is for families, there 1s always laughter, it 1s often
messy and can be orgamsed chaos but 1t’s church even, if 1t’s not as
vou would expect it to be!

Each month you will recerve a personal welcome then we explore how much God loves us
through relaxed activities both mndoors and outdoors. There are stones, cratts, games, and
fun followed by famuly frendly worship and a sit-down tea.

For details of all future events please visit our website. www.stvigorstjohn.church

We look forward to seemng you
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Wednesday Walkers

The walking group continues
with an average of 12 people
meeting and walking twice a
month enjoying the country-
side, our great tootpaths and V
chatting with fellow ramblers. ¢

During the summer we have = ¥

encountered overgrown paths ¢

and stiles, fields of crops
causing diversions around the
edges and invarnably struggling
through undmgm\vtll this s
tempered by the thought of ===_
retreshments at the end of the wmw
walk, which we have occasionally.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774

Short Mat Bowls
A friendly group playing for enjoyment and exercise meeting every
Thursday afternoon at the village hall at 2pm.  David Rogers 01761 233142

If you’re making a positive impact on people and the planet, you need
friendly folk to help set the right course towards sustainable growth.

Sprﬂllt © Z0e

ccountants for purpose-driven businesses

Cost-effective and flexible services include:

« Strategic planning advice

« Year end accounts and tax
« Self-assessment

« Bookkeeping

« Outsourced finance team

« Payroll

« Company secretarial

« Part-time Finance Director

To find out if we're a good fit for you, drop us an email at
hello@sproutconsulting.co.uk or visit sproutconsulting.co.uk to book a chat.

30



Chilcompton Speedwatch

Community engagement mn speeding issues 1s a different way of changing duver
behaviout.

Speed Watch 1s a scheme wlich allows volunteers to monitor the speed of passing
vehicles using a hand-held speed detection device. It 1s clear to vehicle duvers their
speed is bemng monitored; this may be enough of a deterrent for many motorists to
slow down.

Our volunteers record details of vehicles exceeding the speed limut by 10% of the
Limut plus 3, which s 25mph 1 a 20mph area, 36 11 a 30mph area and 47 in a
40mph area. In (“llilccmlpton we carry out checks at all our sk assessed sites in
rotation. We have one site in the 40mpl) area leading from White Post into the
village and 10 other sites spread around the village all within the 30mph atea.

The recorded details of any vehicle exceeding the limit ate passed to the Police who
issue a letter to the vehicle owner advising them of the dangers of speeding and
reminding them of the law. If three letters are 1ssued to the same vehicle owner the
Police catry out turther investigations. Speeding records are stoted on a national
database giving police access to all speeding oftences of duvers across the country.

We work m pars at times with three, occasionally, other crime pernutting, with the
presence of our village police team. We are wisible, wearing hi viz jackets, standing m
view of vehicle drivers at all times. Community Speed Watch may only reduce vehicle
speeds when the volunteers are present at the road

" P
stde. However, there adVISIng them of the should be a significant
eftect on vehicle dovers dangers of Speedlng who recerve a letter as a
zc;:lult lof them | 1;1112 and remlndlng them r:xcee:ied tltlle speed l;mlt;
1er duvers may continue ' o reduce their speeds a
all times as they could Of the IaW encounter Speed Watch at
the same place, or 1n another area of the village.

Despite COVID and the heat wave our commutted volunteers have cartied out a total of 81
sesstons for the rolling vear, 4 of which were in July. The figures tor the month of July are
1.382 vehicles checked, 37 over the speed threshold, branging the annual percentage of
vehicles over the threshold to 1.5%. The total velucles checked from 01/08/2021 to
01/07/2022 1s 9,226.

We are often approached on a Speed Watch session, with complamts of duving situations.
We do not deal with these or anything duver/vehicle related. Please ning 101.

Prospective volunteers are welcome to enqure about joming us to help make dovers
through our village aware of the speed limits. For more information, please email:
CSWChilcompton(@hotmail.com;

For mote details please email: CSWelilcompton(@hotmail.com
Judith Stantord CSW Co-ordinator

Friday Club

Come along to the village hall every Fuday for coffee and cake 10.30am.-11.30am.
or drop 11 occasionally tor refreshments when passing by. A welcome awats.

Matlene Picktord 01761 232774
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History Corner

Do you remember........7

when parish councillors p]antcd a cherry tree on Bowden Hill in 1974 to
commemorate 15 years of service by Fred C latke as a patish councillor and district
councillor on Clutton Rural District council?

Doug Chvers, Bert Webber, John Lewis, Joan Strawbudge, Wally Moon, Fred
Clatke Bert NMonckton, Alban Seymour, Clitt Petkins, Grahame Picktord, Jim
Panting,.

Community
Work
Farquhar Ogilvie, who
lives on The Street
clearing weeds from g

The Street ponds.

The raillings just above
the bridge from here §
lll]\’f‘ I)C‘f‘ll l’t"[)ﬂil’f‘d ‘.
and will be panted in

the next few weeks.
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WEBSTER
GARDENING
LTD

Garden Design, Hard Landscaping, Fencing,
Garden Maintenance

www.webstergardening.com

“Miles and team took on our garden, which was in a very poor
state when we moved in. He visited multiple times to discuss
ideas and recommended solutions to work within our budget.
When work began, | think even some of the team were
surprised by the task in hand: removal of rubbish, total
clearance of overgrown vegetation, collapsed walls, you name
it, but they were always prompt, cheerful and a joy to have
around. After clearing the space, they proceeded to complete
the rest of the work to a high standard, including overcoming
complicated logistics, due to the sloping nature of the garden
and often solving problems that arose as they went along,
consulting us with various options. What they achieved over the
month that they were with us is astonishing! We now have a
beautiful garden which we can enjoy for years to come. |
wouldn't hesitate to recommend Miles & the team.”

websters.gardens@gmail.com
07790 625302
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® Flower Show

It was disappointing to tind tewer entries arrving at the Chilcompton Society
Flower show eatlier this month. Several long-standing supporters were unable to
patticipate this year and children’s entries were down to only 4 children trom 2

families, so well done to them ftor their efforts and lovely creations. >>




>> Despite the summer drought, the vegetables and Howers were surprising good
and all 1 all 1t was a typical village show, the rain held oft and visitors
enjoyed a pleasant atternoon.

Credit must be given to committee members, who apart from planning and
prepating throughout the year, put in an exhausting twelve hours on tflower show
day. A big thank you to them and all those who took part.

Matlene Pickford
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SRS

& SONS LTD TEXACO

SERVICING AND REPAIRS BROADWAY GARAGE
TO ALL MAKES OF CARS AND CHILCOMPTON
LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RADSTOCK
MOT TESTS TO ALL it
CLASS IV VEHICLES s

Telephone:

01761
232298 | 232765

FORECOURT SHOP

RW
Plumbing & Heating

RICHARD HAYDEN A A
Gas Installations Mobile: 07855 761 686 |

and Upgrades

Maintenance, Repairs, Email:

Bathrooms, FREE Estimates hayden145@btinternet.com

www.rwhplumbingandheating.co.uk
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Coronations and Jubilees in Chilcompton

1897 Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee was not mentioned in the pansh
council munutes the council having been formed only 3 years betore.

1902 Agan no mention of the coronation of King Edward VII.

1911 There was a Coronation committee, but no details in the pansh council
minutes about the celebration when George V was crowned. The council
recorded the gift of a tield to the village trom Captain Streeten (half of the old rec.
the other halt was rented from Mrs. Streeten from 1926 and bought by the patish
council 11 1965 from Capt. Streeten’s nephew) to matk the Coronation of King
George V, ‘so that the cluldren would not have to play on the road’.

1935 King George V’s Silver Jubilee. A parade from the Co-op by the British
Legion, Scouts, Guides, Brownies, Rangers and Chilcompton Band matched to the
church for a service to start proceedings. The celebrations took place on Fammer
Hodges’ Front Ground (opposite Street Ponds) with sports and amusements.
Prizes were given tor the best decorated houses in the village.

Thete were teas tor 200 children, 100 at Church House and 100 at the Methodist
schooltoom. Councillors agreed that the parade and the scarecrow competition
were the crowning gloty of the day. The Band, which was on duty from 1.30pm.
—9pm. chasged [£5 and returned [l towards the Jubilee Fund. The vicar said, ‘We
all went home atter the band played, ‘God Save the King,” happy, but tired atter
such a splendid day’. A seat with an inscrption was plan ed on Bowden Hill
to commemorate the event

1936 No mention in the minutes of Edward VIII's abdication.

1937 Klng George VI’s Coronation. The celebrations followed the pattem of
the previous Jubiee. A public collection was made to tund the event. Front
Ground was used for sports, music and dancing, there were teas for cluldren and
tree retreshments for pensioners, prizes for the best decorated house, Band
services were again  retained and a bonfire was lit.  After the teas,
300 commemorative mugs were handed out to the cluldren.

1953 Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. The paush council called a public
meeting and a Coronation Committee was elected. A joint celebration with
Stratton on the Fosse was mooted, but this did not Imppen. There was a fnncy
dress competition tor the children, teas at the Miner’s Weltate Hall and games on
the adjacent field (now Montstirs Close). The council built two bus shelters at this
time, by the Co-op and by Church House, but it 1s not clear whether this was a
Cotonation project.

1977 Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth. The patish council called a special
meeting, attended by 40 residents and a Jubilee comnuttee was tommed to orgamise
the event and rase funds to coverit. The testivities were held over two days at the
village hall, with competitions for Hlower arrangements and for children’s greetings
catds for the Queen. The best cards were sent to the Palace and the Queen’s Lady
in Waiting replied with thanks to the villagers for their good wishes and loy al
greetings on the occasion of HM Silver Jubilee. The Queen also expressed great
pleasute at recerving the beautitully designed cards from the children. There was
also a meal in the evening and musical entertainment for Senior Citizens. The
second day commenced with an Interdenominational ~ >> Continued on page 58
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Photos fromv My Garden
- Less Comumon Birds - Pawt 2

Having the River Somer gushing through the village 1t 1s unsurprising that we see
egret and kingfisher, rarely a dipper i the shallows, and, every now and then, the
Grey Heron. Such an mmposing bird, and happy to view the world from
our rooltops.

Also on the roof was this Grey Wagtail. Another bid that loves nothing better than
picking at small midges and the like near munning water. Iwas actually up on the roof
cleating twigs and leaves when this one turned up. He knew I was eftectively
immobilised as he came nght up close to get the odd woodlouse, etc. A bit of caretul
manipulation was needed to extract my phone from my pocket to get this snap.
Despite their notsy bravado, gulls tend to be very timid around puvate gardens.
However, when a few tood scraps have been left outside and the coast seems clear
they will skulk in to pxllm a free lunch. Just as this Lesser Black Backed Gull did,
Asmnmhmgl\‘ a species now on the danger list due to diminishing numbers.

Ivy can be the bane of the gardener’s life!l However, a range ol species mnludmg
thrushes, blackcaps, woodpigeons, s starlings and blackbirds will quickly seize upon
the berties from a clump lett to mature. From May onwards, you might even be
tewatded by betry raiding bitds teeding their ﬂedqlmgs, as 1 tlm photo of a Mistle
Thrush. ~\n\' berties that make it through to the colder months are likely to brng
mn redwing and fieldfare too. What a bonus! Thuushes, particuladly the mistle
thrush, can become very detensive of a berry cache. You will sometimes see them
brutally attacking other birds of any species i an attempt to duve them away. The
high fat content of vy berties 1s a nutntious food resource for birds. Additionally, the
berties are particulatly important to many insects betore they hibernate tor the winter.
In the previous article, Less Common Birds Part 1, T mentioned that it 1s worth
looking up when unusual bird noises are heard overhead. Well what a
phenomenon it was on the day of the summer equinox this year. As the hay
meadow on Old Norton Farm off The Street was being cut, a small number of red
Kite and buzzards started circling around overhead. Within a short pcuod this
number increased to more than 20 birds of roughly equal pu)pnmons The
screeching and busy circling became quute a spectacle. There 1s only one reason
why these bitds of prey would show such an interest, and that’s — food! Quute what
was being disturbed goodness only knows. It does make one wonder just how
many kite are in the locality now when so many turn up almost mstantly.
Incidentally, the envitonmental survey cartied out on a tield not far from this one
tor a proposed housing development, clamed the land to be low quality grassland
with no significant environmental benefit. The mspector should have been at the
top of The Street 11 Chilcompton on the day of the summer solstice.

A while betore this gathetng when I heard a mewing overhead, what a surprise
when I looked up and saw the Red Kite in this photo speeding in and around the
garden lime tree. Hotly in pursuit were thiee herring gulls who were not so >>
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>> delighted to see a kite. The gulls retreated when the kite came in quite close to
me. I have seen this behaviour before; when small birds ate tleeing from kestrels ot
spartow hawks, they have Hown in very close. T think they feel the pursuant will not
want to usk getting close to humans. However, these birds of prey ate so quick they
sometimes fly around your legs and disappear with thetr quarry before you can blink.

Y ] Ka

This female Sparrow Hawk failed to catch its prey
and subsequently rested for a while 1n the sleeting
weather on the handrail to the steps up to the
patio. Subsequently however, she has been very suc-
cesstul in picking off a vauety of the numerous tledg-
ling birds from the patio. Well, it’s sad, but that’s
nature.

Jon Crouch
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Mendip Brass Band
Now back to normal and making music again, Mendip Brass Band, like many other
groups found itselt short of players when returning after the Covid lockdown.
A few members lett through illness, but new players have been recruited and some
exssting members have changed instruments to hill spaces.

The band has been out and about duning the fine summer weather playing at fetes
and Hower shows as well as the annual ‘Rock of Ages’ service at Burnington Combe.

= : — o
e B 4
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Photo courtesy of John Newport, Photographer.
Now thoughts turn to Christmas carols and concerts. The band 1s 29 strong at
present, but there is always room for mote to join us, experienced musicians o
anyone who would like to leamn to play. Contact: mendipbrassband(@hotmail.co.uk
Jenny Gould 01761 232551

Workman |RUQIRY S0
Electrical Contractor to l]OUl'iSh
-

House Rewiring

& New Build Electrics to ﬂ()u 1‘iSh 2

Inspection & Testing

N Off.Re.p onie Self-care is not self-indulgence
Faultfinding but self-preservation.
& Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing
Visit us for natural and

Contact Doug on 07921 789800 sustainable health, beauty

or lifestyle products.

All aspects of property renovation
and refurbishment, from plastering to
plumbing, roofing to flooring.

RUNNING ON
Contact: dougworkman44@outiook.com ¢

»» Competitive Rates & NO VAT <«

Ci Electrical Safety
G&;ﬁg Register
cLecSa +— ¥ ECA T.07745 016 277 EMMAGHEMPTYONLINECOUK

Qualified 9 FORTESCUE ROAD, RADSTOCK EA3 38
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Mendip District Council fund a
not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners and landlords'.

We understand the expense of maintaining your home and we work with
you to take the stress out of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers
will guide you through the process of applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment or more information
visit www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1IEU

*subject to eligibility

BRIAN FEAR CARS

‘We specialise in quality, not quantity’
Used cars
Broadway, Chilcompton, Radstock. BA3 4JW

Tel: 01761 233110

E.mail: sales@brianfearcars.co.uk




100 reasons to make the most of Somerset’s
Home Library Service

From Hogwarts to Westeros, reading has the ability to transpott us to completely
difterent places from within the comfort of our own homes — sometlung that 1s even
morte valuable tor people who find themselves housebound.

Somerset’s Home Library Service (HLS) 1s tun by Somerset County Council with the
suppott of amazing volunteers. It enables people like Claire Harbour trom Frome, who
recently celebrated her 100% birthday, to continue enjoying books tor tree even though
she can no longer visit her local library in person.

In a new shott video with fommer BBC correspondent Clinton Rogers, Claire explains
how the service helps her to access new books, allowing her to keep her nund active.

Claire says: “It means that I can be a member of the library, sit at home, do nothing and
everything comes to me. It 1s an absolute boon and I don’t know what I would do
without it.”

The Home Library Service delivers books to people who ate unable to get to their local
libraty, such as those who ate housebound, living 1n long term care, carers, or people
who are vulnerable due to long term conclmons ot disabilities. The service 1s open to

people of all ages.
Cllr Adam Dance, Lead Executive Member for Public Health, Equalities and Diversity

sard: “This 1s a bulliant service. Rmdmg; books can help keep your mind engaged as you
grow old and help prevent cogrutive decline — improving memory and helping to reduce
the likelihood of dementia. But it can also help people of any age to reduce stress by
lowering blood pressure and heast rate.”

Cllr Fedenca Smith-Robetts, Somerset County Council Lead Executive Member for
Communities added: “The Home Library Service played a really valuable tole i the
pandenuc, especially for people who were slneldmg duning the lockdown periods.

“But none of this would work without the bulliant team of ftrendly volunteers who
make the service possible. It you have some spare tume and a passion for teading, you
may want to consider taking up a rewarding role as a HLS volunteer.

“Somerset Libranes offer a wide range of bulliant services — as well as an extensive
collection of books, films, and digital products available to loan, thete are health and
wellbeing services, children’s activities and supported digital learning,

“Please visit Volunteering Opportunities | Somerset County Council Volunteenng to
take a look at the volunteenng opportunities available with the Home Library Service.”
Volunteess can also support i accessing free e-Books, Audiobooks, and e-NMagazines, as
well as provide DVDs and other items. There s nomally a charge for these items,
though exemptions do apply tor audio books if you ate blind, partially sighted or have a
condition that makes reading prnted books difficult.

It you or anyone you know would like to recewe the service, please contact Home
Lxl)nn' Service managet Kirsty Jenssen by emailing kjenssen(@somerset.gov.uk, ¢

allmg 07814 079831.

For mote mformation, visit: Home Library Service (somerset.gov.uk).
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Coach House Studio, 34a Chamberlain Street, Wells, Somerset, BA5 2PJ

: T: 01749 689060
Architects M: 07779 215466

» Building Design We offer a free consultation service.

o P|anning Advice From the smallest extension or home office, to new build
. : dwellings and the refurbishment of listed properties.

« Construction Advice

g ; Our team of professionals will work to create your unique
* Building Regulations and considered design.

SIRAPESTONE

BOARDING KENNELS

A family run kennels that caters for any length of stay.
We care for your dog as we would care for our own.
Inspection welcome

Call 01761241566
Old Down Road, Ston Easton BA3 4EG
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For all your motoring needs we offer:

A fine selection of pre-owned carefully selected
low mileage cars for sale. For our latest stock

please go to: www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk
Or contact Jon Bush or Dave Fowler

Tel: 01761417470

Email: sales@davefowlersgarage.co.uk

MOT Testing | pye to high demand we are
Servicing I constantly looking to purchase |
Repairs Ivehicles for stock. If you are
Diagnostics | considering selling for a fair price |
Air Conditioningl & hassle free please call Dave or Jon |
Fully skilled & experienced technicians

Free courtesy cars available

Free collection & delivery

Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton = Tel: 01761 417470

www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk —




Council Matters

Welcome to the Pansh Council section of the latest willage magazme.

I hope that you all enjoyed the summer: certanly the weather has been good, although
pethaps a little too hot and possibly a portent tor summers in the future.

One thing that has been noticeable was that a number of councillors have left the council
since we last met physically, deading not to stand at the elections in May. T should like to
record my thanks to Marlene Pickford, Kul Gill, Matt Escott and Owen Willlams for their
service on the council. While I would not notmally single out mdividuals 1t would be wrong
not to mention the exemplary service of Marlene Pickford. She will be known to many of
you around the village due to her remarkable service to numerous village bodies, not just
the Paush Council. She chose not to stand for re-election this year after 43 years’ service.
None of the council will know life on the PC with Marlene not bemg there: she seemed to
remember everythung that had come to council duning her time and was able to tell us what
had been done in the past in a sumilar sttuation. This knowledge will be a great loss. In
spite of her service, she 1s mceredibly modest and wanted no recogmnition of this service. So I
would simply like to say here, thank you for everything you did for our village.

As part of the retum to normality following Covid, we held a village day at the Village Hall
m March where willage mgmwmons werte able to display what they were about and could
ofter: we had a great turn out from willagers, with feedback beng very positive. We also
managed to raise over £200 to send to Ukrame so we classified this day as a success all
round.

We marked the Platnum Jubilee with a celebration at the Sports Field on the Fuday of the
Bank Holiday weekend, this compused of a number of live music performances. We were
blessed with diy weather and the event was well attended. We hope everyone who was
there enjoyed the event. My thanks to everyone who helped to organise the event, not least,
Richard Morgan.

I have mentioned the Patsh Council elections m May, and that four members of council
elected not to stand agam. With no new applications for council this has resulted i a
membership of the Parish Counal of only eight, some four short of our maxumum number.
We can co-opt members onto the council and are looking to recrut members, so 1t you
would like to help your village by bemng part of your council, please contact our pansh cletk,

Maleolm Ruighy.

Sadly, smce the last 1ssue we have seen a fatal accident on the roads of the willage. From

feedback to the council I know that tratfic issues in the village 1s one of the biggest
concerns for many of you. We are re-launching the trathic subcommuttee of the parish
council. This subcomnuttee 1s tasked with looking at 1ssues regarding trattic and commg up
with possible solutions. Although we cannot implement them, we can pass them onto the
local lughways authouty and lobby them to be put into action. While thus 1s a pansh council
subcommuttee, membership. It 1s not lumted to pansh councillors. We have already had
several applications from villagers who would like to contrbute and 1f you too would like to
be part of this body, please contact the paush clerk.
Gomg torward, November will see us hold our traditional Remembrance
Day commemoration. Tlus will agam be at 15.00 on Remembrance Sunday,
13th November, so please put it m your diaties and I hope we will see
many of you at the cenotaph. Tlus year we will again have dressmg of the
graves of those killed m the wars., This will take place mn the momung of
the Saturday preceding Remembrance Sunday. We will publicise the
details on our website nearer the event.

Hopeftully the coming winter will be more “nortmal” than the last two
with Cowid bewng linuted. Stay safe. Jonathan Pike
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Preparing for Winter
What are we preparing for?
This Autumn and Winter we expect to see both flu and Covid vimuses circulating,
With the UK experiencing its first th season since 2019, the population will have
less immunity than previous tu seasons. Preparations for the potential impact of
this on our population’s health and well-being, centre on vaccination tor both flu
and Covid-19, targeted to at r1sk groups.
The best way to protect ourselves our friends and our families, is by taking up all
the vaccinations that we are eligible for.
What will the flu vaccination programme look like for Autumn / Winter?

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) have widened the offer of the

tree tlu vaccine to more eligible groups.

These additional groups will only be eligible once the most vulnerable, includmng

previously announced pre-school and puamary school children, those aged 65 years

and over and those 1 clinical 11sk groups, have been oftered the jab.

The additional groups set to be oftered the free th vaccine n England will be:

e all adults aged 50 to 64 years (including those who turn 50 by 31 March 2023)

e secondary school childten m years 7, 8 and 9, who will be ottered the vaccine in
order of school year (starting with the youngest first)

It you'te eligible for a free tu vaccine, you can book an appomtment at your GP

surgety or a phammacy that otfers it on the NHS. You may also get an mvitation to get

the vaccine, but you do not have to wait tor this betore booking an appointment.

Everyone who 1s eligible for the tree tha vaccine will be able to get it. It you have an

appomntment for a Covid-19 booster vaccine at a GP surgery or phatmacy, you may

also be oftered a thu vaccine at the same time.

Do not delay booking your thu vaccine appointment so that you can get both

vaccines together. Only some people will be offered both vaccines at the same tune.

The Railway Line

The age of iron and steam
gone to swathes of green.
Only the stones remain,
beached at high tide
searclhung tor the sea.

Hours and mmutes ted
treed by the 1ron machines.
Hortizons came and went,

as the land shrank away

under the gaze of watery eyes.

Amongst these memoties
that haunt the nuns.
We walk. Mostly with dogs,
under the white steam
of the darkening clouds.

And peace 1s our pace
as slowly our race 1s run.
And the children walk
through the slow grass
with all their days remaining.

By Andrew Morris
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“TH

iy SOMERSIET" By
WAGEN

The Somerset Wagon
Broadway
Chilcompton
Radstock
BA3 4JW

Open: Tues - Sat 12pm - 11pm
Sun 12pm - 7pm

Food served: Tues - Sat 12pm - 8.30pm

Sunday’s: Roast only - Served at 12pm or 2pm
01761 568 448

thesomersetwagon@outlook.com

TIBBS

TREE SURGEONS

Tree & Hedge Care
From Planting to Felling

Qualified (RFS Cert.ARB)
and Fully Insured

Registered Environment Agency
Waste Carriers

For Free Advice & Free Quotation call:

01761 239 324
07810 307 908

orEmail: tibbstrees@gmail.com

¥ 1 Sl ol
¥ FREESP
. Oven Liner &=

with your
.\ firstclean

OvenGleantr==
Would you Ilke your Oven,
Range or AGA Gleamed?

M| ‘Dean was on time & was very professional in my house, |
M | he was kind & very friendly. My oven is like brand new &
M | | am very pleased with everything. | would have no 2
M hesitation in recommending OvenGleamers.” Rosalind R. |5

¢« Full Strip Down Clean < All Makes & Models

« Inclusive Pricing + Safe For Children/Pets
« Fully Qualified & Insured Safe For Asthmatics
+ Easy Call, Quote & Book OVID SAFE CLEANING

+ All Work Backed By Our Satisfaction Guarantee

Call Now: 01761 231331

www.ovengleamers.com
Ovens | Ranges | AGAs | Hobs | Extractors | BBQs




Ch\\COMP‘tOV\ Chilcompton Playgroup

Huge thanks to all who support and attend Chil-
compton Playgroup held at Chilcompton Village
o Hall on Tuesday mornings, we have had huge
mcreases 1 numbers attending, many regulary, all
ensuting the future of the group.

Rasarou

committee! Welcome Tina, Casste, Leanna and Beth all of whom have already been

As a result we have been able to recruut a brand new

making waves by holding a regular Makers Market, themed
weekly cratt sessions and some infamous baking! All of
which ate attracting many families to our group.

I’d like to thank our outgoing committee Kate, Gemma,
Kate and Wenna for all their hard work over the last 4
years pagticulatly in helping to bring it back atter lockdown
and persisting when numbers were low and despite
many of their children now at
§ school and themselves working
on Tuesdays.

the group, helping and being Chair,
but so pleased that it remains an
umportant asset 111 our commuinity.

e Please get 1n touch 1f you think you
\\ould be able to help or need any more intormation by \g
messaging us on our Facebook page or by sending an email to:
chilcomptonplaygroup@hotmail.com

Everyone welcome, no need to book, just turn up on a Tuesday morning during
term time 10-11:45 at Chilcompton Village Hall. /2 per family which includes tea/
coftee tor adults and a healthy snack for the children. We look forward to seeing
you thete. Sophie Handover  Outgoing Chair ot Chilcompton Playgroup

MATHS TUITION

Make sure that your child has those core skills
to achieve the grade he/she needs

Malcolm Rigby
Maths Oxford Graduate

Tel: 01761 232974
“He did wonders for my son” — Ann-Marie Davis.
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Drugs in church? It’s all in a day’s work!

It was a dark evening in March, just before the clocks went forward that 1t
happened — a strange encounter in St John’s Church which confirmed my beliefs
that:

+ Chilcompton is a fabulous community
+ Our NHS has some amazing people working for it

I had just armved for our normal Wednesday evening choir practice. I say normal
but, Sing Your Heart Out is still getting back to 'normal' post-pandemic, and we
werte tehearsing i the church because of the Lent coutse i the Church Hall. Hav-
ing been singing via Zoom for the best patt of a year, it has been so good to be
back together again, although we are still aware of the need for caution — and we

take care to keep everyone as safe as possible.

I was about to take my usual pew amongst the altos when Ann, one of the
sopranos, thrust a tatty piece of lined paper (torn out of one of those A5
tng-bound notebooks) into my hand. On this dog-eated scrap was written a name,
a phone number and “OVER 75 YEARS.” Now, I may not look a bit older than
my 50-something years, but I don’t think I can be mustaken for someone 20 years
older, so I looked somewhat quizzically at Ann, not knowing what to make of this
mformation. She explamed that she had recerved her sprung Covid booster that
afternoon. Debbie Rigby, the name on the paper, had 3 spare doses that would
expire that day and would have to be bmned, so she had wondered 1f Ann knew

anyone who mught be eligible.

Ten minutes later, having checked out all the relevant details on the phone
(involving vatous choir members” dates of birth bemng shouted down the assle)
Debbie contitmed that 3 of us would be able to have the jab. Not only that, but
within minutes she came down to the church to administer them herselt and
complete all the relevant paperwork.... and P’m sure that this will have been at the
end of a busy day when most people would have been feet up i front of the telly
with a glass of wine. This was all done with professionalism and warmth, making

the three of us all teel at ease and well-cared for.

In my book, this is service above and beyond the call of duty. Debbie has en-
suted that the precious vaccines ate not wasted and that those who need them get
the jabs 11 a timely tashion. As a teacher who caught Covid at school just betore
my autumn booster was due and 1s in the clinically extremely vulnerable group, I
couldn’t be more gratetul... so to the NHS, Chilcompton community

and specifically Ann and Debbie... THANK YOU! Kathy Pinches
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STEVE DAVIS

GENERAL BUILDER

BRICK BLOCK AND STONE SPECIALIST

TEL: 01761 232638
MOBILE: 07970 818082

email: steve davis4d3@hotmail.com

J G DECORATORS

Quality, Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating
Paper hanging specialist
Clean, Tidy and Proffesional
Chilcompton based

For a free quote call:
01761 753427 / 07791655001

Email: jody@jgdecorators.com
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Chilcompton Art Club

The Chilcompton Ast Club moves from strength to
~ strength, having taken up the kind offer to have use the
Chilcompton Sports Club last year, membership
numbers have recovered to their pre-pandemic levels.
The club meets every Wednesday and Friday mornings
between 10:00am and 1:00pm. New members are
always welcome no matter what their artistic ability 1s,
and there is always someone on hand to otfer advice if
needed. This year the club will be arranging at
least two e\lnlnnmn the first at Downside Abbey over
telub. Uk the course of the weekend of the Queen ]ubnlee, and
the wu)nd probably over the course of seven days in November, in the cloisters
of Wells Cathedral. There will also be a few \vuLlemps and demonsn attons held,
coveung various artistic topics from 'still life' to 'life drawing', and also
covering an assortment of media types. Regular updates of the club activities are
posted on the cluh Facebook page md W ebsnte at www.chilcomptonartclub.uk.

S .

Each February the club holds its :\(n\[, Jl]d at the end of the meetmg, the
committee present a splendid trophy to a valued member of the club. The thP]l\
was presented to the club by the founding members Harold and Joan Turner, and 1t
1s awarded each year to a person who the committee think deserves recognition for
their long service and dedication to the art club. This year it was awarded to Pam
Patch (pictured receving the trophy trom Chairman John Sibley). Pam 1s not only a
founding member of the club, but has also, over the years actively contubuted to
the mnning of the club, having jomned the commuttee 1 the year 2000 when Jean
Faitbairn stood down. She has undertaken several
toles on the committee, including the role of
chairperson in the early 2000s, then later as
an active committee member nght up until
2016. Pam has provided help and support at
exhibitions, contributing excellent ftloral
arrangements, and of course over a number of
years acted as the club's local mulk delivery person.

Nigel Punchard, Club Secretary

51



- BA3 4EZ, on Tuesday and
: Thursday mornings. There
15 ample parking.
¥ Contact Patricia Ardron

< (01761 232466

Stone Me

A latge boulder has been placed on the
corner of Nashes Cross green mn order
to prevent lorres drving over and
digging up the turf,

Gateway

The Pawush Council has been waiting
mote than a decade tor a pavement up
Lynch Hill. Phase One — a gateway.

LCOMPTON

drive caretully

CHI

Please
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Miner’s Silhouette

To commemorate the mining past of Chilcompton an image will be appeating soon
on the village landscape.

A silhouette of a miner, made of steel, 1s being donated by the Somerset District
Miner’s Trust. The Pawsh Council has already decided that a good location would
be the green on Carter’s Way.

Next year will be the 50% anniversary of the Somerset Mines closing.

Mendip Community Transport
For information about current services and restrictions call:

01749 880613 or visit website: mendipcommunitytransport.co.uk

4 Vacant Posts
Following retitements at the May election this year there ate currently four vacant
posts for patsh councillors.
A tull council has 12 members and there are now only eight.

“you would like to assist in mamntaining your community but are concerned abou
Ity Id like t t taining 3 ty but d about
how much, and what sort of, work such a role may involve, Cllr Pete Sinclair has
put together a list of dos and don’ts

What a Parish Councillor does

e Joins a very diverse group of local residents

e Contrbutes their thoughts on how local matters should be min

e Contributes new ideas for the wvillage and influences discussions as to what
matters to village residents of all age groups

Attends perhaps 2-3 hours of meetings per month, without getting any mandatory
“homework”

e Helps council to puomtise what’s most important to the village

May get community activities to add to their CV or Resume - popular with
employers

e Gets opportunities to gain experience in ateas such as community support,
environment, I'T and local finances

What a Parish Councillor does not do

® Does not have to make any major prepared speeches to groups of people,
although participation in discussions 1s encouraged if and when comtortable for
the individual to do so

¢ Get involved in political discussions i any way while on council business

¢ Be required to petform volunteer activities, unless they choose to
L. .

e Get involved 1n arguments!

Still interested? Get i touch with the paush cledk, Malcolm Righy 01761 232974,
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Cheese Yard Catering
West Horrington
for ALL your Outside Catering
From Buffets to Banquets, Weddings and Picnics,

Business Lunches and Afternoon Tea Parties
We have you covered

For a Personal Service and Bespoke Catering Service
Please contact: Lindsay

07969 601455

01761 410399

Facebook: Cheese Yard Catering
We have a wealth of experience in outside catering

Friendly, Personal Service, Always

Thrive: The New Business
Support Service

THRIVE

It you are looking to statt or grow your busiess this year, you’ll be pleased to hear
that a new business support service called Thrve has been launched across Devon
and Somerset to suppott the selt-employed and small to medium size businesses.

Business Information Point are deliverng this support which includes a free
one-to-one business review with an expeit advisor and access to a range ot online
wotkshops on topics such as social media, finance, and business planning. This
f‘(.]llﬂtf‘s to a Cil]y i\l)d a l]ﬂ] t (‘.)f t‘l‘f’f‘ ])llSiilf‘SS S\ll)l’)c)ft :1!](:] [)1.‘0\'idc‘s a f;lllt:\stic

opportunity to leamn new skills and get an outside view of your business.

The Heart of the South West Growth Hub Service for All is receiving up to £781,965 of|
funding from the England Enropean Regional Development Fund (ERDF).  The acconntable

body for this programme is Devon Connty Conncil
-European Union )] details can be found on the Business Infommation Point website:

European Regional . N 3 A 5 Z0n Q=9
Development Fund busimessinfopomt.couk/thuve or by calling 0800 592 872.
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M@NA\Y CAFE
»‘}"V‘From Till vv'ﬂ
LA A/

2.00 pm 3.30 pm “
welcome to Monday café ! Ve
First Monday of the Month At St John’s Church Hall Ch||compton

Guest speakers and Activities for 2022 from September

East Somerset Railway (Sept5th), Friends of St Chads (Oct 3rd),
Preparing for your Hospital Stay (Nov 7th) & 'Eat your heart out' (Dec 5th)

Please get in caontact if you would like help with transport
Or if you would like 1:1 support 1pm-2pm

https://www.stvigorstjohn.church/
Sarah 01761412042 / 7535696264 parishnurse@stvigorstiohn.church.

- o WP 3 Parish Nursing
Ministries UK

5 MANUFACTURERS & INSTALLERS
TeChn,glaze OF QUALITY GLAZING PRODUCTS

Trusted Residential and
Commercial Glazers With
Over 35 Years Experience

Windows - Doors - Specialist Glazing - Conservatories

LEKA Roofs - Orangeries - Secondary Glazing
Shop Fronts - Commercial Glazing

Aluminium specialists with in-house design
Fabrication and installation teams

01761 417654

Radstock -Somerset




Chilcompton Gardening Club

We ate pleased to see our Club thuving again, with 77 members currently on our
books. Members have enjoyed a tull and vaned programme of speakers so far this
year, including talks on wildlife gardening, fuchsias, how I came to mn a vineyard
and companion planting. We also enjoyed an evening visit to a garden n Wells
with glorious views towards Glastonbury Tor, and a tull day visit to The Newt
Gardens near Bruton which was a lmge success, with everyone enjoying a
wondertul day out.

Our Plant Sale in May was very successtul. Members contributed a large
assottment of Hower and \'eg;etable plants, together with lovely homemade cakes,
the proceeds from which will help towards the cost of speakers for next year.

Looking forward, we have talks on funghi, remarkable trees of Stourhead and
Chustmas cracker fun with flowers betore our AGM in January 2023. During our
September meeting we will also be judging the tuchsias we have all been caretully
nurturng since Magch. >>

Clean Well

The three neighbours opposite Fry's Well,

the well itselt which was very low and muddy with 2
a lot of foliage 1 1t. The next day it ramned so the
water was teplaced! I'm sure the tesident trog
was very happy to have his home spring &
(autumn) cleaned and refreshed. Normally 1t 1s
done on an annual basis but it hadn’t been done &

throughout the COVID lockdown.

Christine Foster.

Picture: Alberto Galesso, Simon Smedley & e 5
and Chustine Foster. The dog belongs to W illiam Weller Whu took the photo
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>>  The commuttee 1s now busy researching and booking more speakers and
outings for next year. There will also be a spring bulb competition and the Plant
Sale of course 11 May again.

Meetings ate held on the 4% Tuesday ot the month, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Family membership 1s just £10 and single membership £7 tor the whole year.
Guests are always welcome at just £2, why not come along with a friend ot two and
see what you are missing!

Judy Youngs

Who cares for the Carers? We do.

You can refer yourselt or another person to Somerset Carers, just contact our
triendly team.

It you regularly look atter someone in an unpaid caring capacity, this may be a
tamily member or friend, Somerset Caters can support you with advice and
guidance.

Caning for another person 1s very rewarding, but can be overwhelming and lonely at
times.

Somerset Carers can help with:

¢ Linking you to groups and events in your area

e Finding mnformation that will help you and the person you are caring for,
tallored to you

¢  Guding you through financial support you may be eligible for and assisting you
with applications

0800 31 68 600  carers(@somersetrcc.orguk  www.sometsetcaters.org

Somerset Prepared team

Autumn will soon be here and the days are getting shorter. This 1s a great
opportunity to brush oft those winter weather plans and check that they'te up to
date. As September is preparedness month it 1s also a great opportunity to check
on your neighbours, check those tins 1 your cupboard and make sure you have
batteries in your torch. Why not also do some tramning to umprove your winter
preparedness? Visit the Somerset Prepated website for guidance on how to be best
prepated for bad weather.

Somerset Wildlife Trust News
Grab those cosy jumpers and hot chocolates @ as we are now ofticially in
autumn! Have you noticed anything happening a little eady this year? Such as the
leaves falling from some trees eatlier? We know we havel A
This 1s called a false autumn and 1t happens when trees shed their leaves eatly to
conserve water. We are seeing this because of the extreme heat we had over the
summer; that's why it's even more important to help out wildlife this September!
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Coronations and Jubilees in Chilcompton

Continued trom page 37 >> Open Air Service, a fancy dress parade, best
decorated bicycle or pram U)mpetmon children’s sports, tea party and conjuror
followed by a presentation of commemorative mugs donated by Mrs. Kerton
of the Sword and Castle (now the Somerset W agon). The event culminated in adult
novelty spotts, barbecue, music, bar and bonfire.

Jubilee projects were a seat at Naishes Cross Green, with concrete donated by
Terrazzo Tiles and installed by John Lewis, Bert Webber and Wally Moon, a bus
shelter opposite the Frys W ‘ell junction, near Downside Close, land donated by
Graham Thorner and a Merry go Round at the old rec. The latter never
materialised because of recent vandalism there.

The celebrations had been financially self-supporting with no assistance trom the
council. (£1779 had been raised). It was agreed that contingency monies set aside
by the council and those not spent on the Merry go Round (£714.43) would be
used to pay off the village hall loan and any remaining (£404) to be gwen to the
village hall comnuttee to start a new building fund for a new hall.

1992 40th Jubilee. No mention was made of this 40 year milestone n the
patish council minutes, but the Chilcompton Society put on an exlubition at the
village hall depicting the four decades of the Queen’s reign highlighting world,
Butish and local news during that time; choreography on stage retlected various
dance styles and costume; there were quizzes and videos and a poetry competition,
which was won by Ted Bennett.

2002 Golden Jubilee The Chilcompton Society created a garden and planted a
golden ash tree at the rec. There were thanksgiving prayers tor the Queen’s reign,
tollowed by a batbecue. Villagers who were bown 1n 1952 cut the tibbon on the
tree and unveiled the plaque. Norton Radstock Silver Band played throughout
the evening.

Three days later, the parish council, with Philip Blatchford leading the
sub-committee, celebrated at the village hall with teas for Senior Citizens, Fancy
dress (_C)lllpc"tltl(_)ll bouncy castle and ball pool. The Redan ran the bar, skate puk
committee organised the bagbecue and the WI took chatge of the teas. There were
spotts and games at the school playing field. Mugs were handed out to children
and any remaining were sold.

2012 Diamond Jubilee. Five parish councillors insisted that this event be
celebrated, although there were 3 agaimnst the proposal. It was held on Bennell
recreation tield. A hog roast, and a musical evening with local talent was provided.
Charmain, Sing you Heart Out, Mandy, Brice, Buce and Farmer, Mendip Brass
Band and Parfanon entertamned. Martin Stanford took on the planning and
implementation ot the day, Massey Wilcox transported the stage to the site and
village groups ran stalls to raise funds for their clubs. As a lasting commemoration,
the paish council acquired an old stone cattle trough as a flower planter, added a
brass mscuption and sited it near the village hall.

2022 Platinum Jubilee. The recent celebration was also held at the Bennell sports
site. with a conjuror and an evening of music. The paush council’s permanent
commemoration for the Queen’s uuque 70 year Lexg;n 1s a hombeam tree planted at
the old rec. Matlene Picktord
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Farm Fresh - Home Delivery
Angus & Hereford Herd

(GARASS FED FREE TO ROAM
AND TRADITIONALLY REARED
5TH (FENERATION FARMERS

Approx. 20K g of Top Quality Cuts
Steaks 4 Roasting Joints  Mince

£11/Kg
CONTACT

PAS WA

Chilcompton Matters - Advertising - Can Now Be [ Colour

The Chilcompton Matters magazine is produced in the form of an A5 size booklet
twice a year, i1 Sprng (deadline mid-Febmary) and Autumn (deadline mid-August).
For each edition 1,050 copies ate punted and distubuted throughout Chilcompton.
Advertisements can be accepted i the tollowing formats. Costs ate per issue.
Full page - ‘pottrait’ - in B&W / Greyscale [60 or including Colour £120.
Halt page - landscape’ - in B&W / Greyscale £30 or mcluding Colour £60.
Quarter page - ‘portrait’ - 1 B&W / Greyscale £15 or including Colour £30.

It you would like to advertise or you would like futther information, please call us

on 01761 569863. . If we are out, please leave a message

with contact details Adverts in Colﬁur and we will clret back to vou. in
. Look Great !! _ 5 o

order to assist the publication of the magazine, please

inform us of yvour intention to advertise as soon as you can.

Thanks go to all who advertise in the magazine, their continued support enables us
to produce Chilcompton Matters tor the benetit of everyone in the village.

Kathy and Mike Hughes
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HAVE A REAL CONVERSATION
TO HELP YOU PLAN YOUR
FINANCIAL FUTURE

The sooner you start getting expert advice about your financial goals, the
sooner you're likely to reach them.

Our Financial Advisers are here to share NFU Mutual’s wealth of knowledge,
answer your questions and to bring clarity and focus to your goals.

To start the conversation, call 01761239382 or pop in
NFU Mutual Office, NFU Mutual, The Old Stables, Manor Courtyard, Stratton
on the Fosse, Bath, BA3 4QF

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and
selected products from specialist providers. When you contact us we'll
explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial advice is
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

NFU Mutual

FINANCIAL PLANNING

AP R Smith & H G Wareham is an 18 inted representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

Registered in England. Registered e: Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire (V37 78J. Authorised b‘:ht Prudential

5' du:lho:\mmrltyandmmedb{xmnumm(wm Authority and the Prudential Regul. Authority. A Member of the Association
Insurers.
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Friends of St Chad's and Chilcompton Surgeries

It has been a long hot summer for everyone, but especially tor those who wotk in
the NHS, with teports of long waits outside A&E, lack of hospital beds and social
cate spaces. So, what happens to all those people waiting for outpatients’
appointments, prior to sutgery etc? The pressure inevitably falls back on their GP
Surgeries. Whilst GP Surgeries don’t make as many news headlines as ambulance
waits, they are domng their best to keep all those ‘plates i the air’ against enormous
odds. Thanks to each and every one of them.

T am happy to teport that the new Doppler machine, costing over £3,000, has been
mstalled at St Chads. This will be used to test tor vascular disease prior to starting
compression bandaging on patient's legs or starting compression hosiery. It the
Surgery didn't provide this service, patients would need to visit the RUH, which
may be dithicult for some and could also cause delays in commencing treatment.
The orginal machine we bought 1 2013 was past its sell by date. Statt pertorm
about 3 or 4 tests weekly. These took two nurses 40 minutes, whereas the new
machine takes about ten munutes with one nurse - a real saving i staft time.

YOU DID THIS - all you raftle ticket buyers and 100 Club participants. Thank
you from us all. The tirst machine was credited with saving the leg of one patient
m ats first 6 months. Let’s hope this kit will go on to help many more people.

Our Mental Health talk from Dr Kendrick was very well recerved in May. If you
mussed 1t, her presentation is still on the surgery website, and has much usetul
information. Please take a look:

https:/ /stchadsandchilcompton.co.uk /wellbeing-and-health-directory/

On Tuesday 4t October at 6 p.m. we have My James Berstock, Orthopaedic
Suggeon, coming to give a talk about New Techniques 111 Knee and Hip Surgery.
Jomt replacement surgery 1s the most successtul operation in modern medicine for
improving a patient's quality of lite. Living with constant jownt pamns can be
distressing, disabling, and depressing. Immobility can have a negative impact on close
family members too. Hips and knees are commonly attected by arthuitis and are
therefore the most commonly replaced jomnts. James will explain the process, when to
seek help and what to expect, as well as updating us about modern implants, how long
they should last, and the latest advances such as robotic assisted hip and knee
teplacement suigery. The talk will be at Midsomer
Norton Methodist Church Hall.

It you visited the Stratton on the Fosse Village Day
on Sunday 11t September, I hope you came to our
stall to say hello. Please teel tree to contact me by
email:

jsattlerevans(@btinternet.com
Stay sate and well everyone. Jenny Evans, Chai. FSC&CS
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How to phe.. . aN eX-CatHoLic

We all love our mums. Well, I hope you do. And the thing about mums 1s that
they give you rules. They give you the parameters of lite. My mum told me that
you shouldn’t tuck your vest into your underpants (appatently only miners do that
and for very good dust re: asofs), she told me that you should onlv use two pieces of
totlet paper when you wiped your bum (even at five I felt that was unrealistic unless
things were gomg very well) but she had just gone through rationing, I was told
that on Fridays I should eat fish rather than meat.

My mate’s mum, when I was five, told me that you should never eat a banana too
quickly or they will have to do an operation on your bottom. She wasn’t my mum
but she was a mum and I still eat bananas very slowly. No idea whether she was
Catholic. But it sounded a very Catholic thing to say.
I am an ex-Catholic with a large ‘C’, a very latge ‘C’, but really trying to make it
smaller. You know what, P'm pretty good at being catholic with a small ‘@, T have
broad ideas but I am detinitely an ex- Catholic with a large “C’. In actual fact, T am
an atheist with an extremely lagge “A’. T haven’t been to mass for fitty years. “Bless
me father tor T have sinned, it s fifty years since my last contession.” But I am still
an ex- Catholic with a very latge ‘C.
You can’t escape it. I was caned by nuns at the age of hive (even in hindsight that
was kind of weird). At the age of seven I was woken at six o’clock to serve mass as
an altar boy. In Religious Studies at 14 T was told to never look at a woman’s ankle
it T was on a bus. To be honest it had never occurred to me to look at a woman’s
ankle, T was a teenage boy too busy looking at women’s breasts on the bus. You
cannot escape 1t. You cannot escape L.\tholxusm The guilt, onginal sin, babies in
limbo, “God said to Abraham, kill me a son” etc. You have to read Brideshead
Revisited” and several Graham Gireene novels.

T was ted alot of weird stuft at an impressionable age. And we haven’t mentioned
the M’ word yet, and we won’t. Don’t even touch it.

My wite 1s an ex-Protestant of some sotts. My tather, obviously a Catholic, said to
her on their first meeting, I hear you are one of those ‘henry-the-eighthers’. She is
not against my tailed CJ[’IIC)IILISII). I don’t think she i 1s agamnst my failed
Catholicism.  She never says, you'te a complete tatlure, you couldn’t even be a
Catholic.

But the main thing about Catholicism 1s the guilt. You have to be ex-Catholic to
really understand guilt. I remember bemg gathered together at school and the
puest announced that something had been stolen, or something had been broken,
please could the responsible person put their hand up. I can’t remember what 1t
was but I can remember feeling the guilt, though I didn’t do 1t, but I wanted to put
my hand up. Probably loads of people i that room wanted to put their hands up.
Even now I watch the news and there is a story about a volcano in Pemu and Tll be

thinking, oh dear that will be my fault. >>
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>> Sometimes I think that just because you have misplaced ideas about gult,
faults and badness that doesn’t mean J(.l'll(llly you really are bad. T read a lot
Friedrich Nietzsche philosophy books as a teenager, that helps.

About 20 years ago the Church ot England gave up on the concept of hell, a very
astute nLuLetmg move. I was wuiting an asticle on it for the Bath Chronicle so 1
rang Downside Abbey to see it the Catholics were thinking of doing the same. The
monk who answered said ‘no’ but refused to give his name.

Another thing about ex-Catholics 1s that they don’t fart. T have a good friend in the
village who 1s also an ex-Catholic and she says she doesn’t fart either. Truth 1s I
know quite a lot of ex-Catholics and never heard any of them tast. It's like the 13%
Commandment that has escaped C of E Bibles. Ny Protestant wite, though, she
won’t mind me saying this, farts in my presence all the time, almost unapologetically.
She’ll unashamedly fart agamnst my thigh when we are 1n bed.

It you’re single and looking for a partner then maybe keep an eye out tor
ex-Catholics. They’te easy meat. If you say to them, have you cut the grass? They
will beat their breast, burst into tears, stick a Lmte mto their hand (also an
ex-existentialist) and then go out and do it.

My wite has only lived with one person, that will be me, she has no idea how easy
she has had it. T keep me minq to say to her, you’re lucky, ’'m a neurotic mess, 'm
udden with guilt, P'm an ex-C Catholic. But I don’t and then I pine for the comtort
of the contessional.

Tbh, as they say, I have no answer about how to be an ex-Catholic. You’re basically
doomed. That earthquake, for mstance, really my fault. T am so sorry. Really, real-
ly sotry. For the earthquake, that lost sock of yours, the scratch on your car
and everything else in the world. Mea culpa. Mea culpa.

Malcolm Rigby

Next time: “How to be...a philosopher.”

At long last...

Eventually, reduced speed linuts have been put up
around the school. Something to be crossed off
the minutes.

Although, of course, many people would like g
to see 20mph speed limits elsewhere around §
the village.
The value 1s doubttul. Studies by BANES |
showed that when Paulton introduced 20mph j
limits there were more accidents because
pedestrians got more casual.

Something for the new Traffic sub-committee,
with lay members, to discuss when they meet later §
this month.
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Chilcompton Sports Football
Chilcompton Sports Ulls move up to Ul2s.
Chilcompton ulls had a great season for 21/22 so much so that they have been
promoted into league one of the Midsomer Noiton Youth Football League for
22/23 season.
During the summer months they took part in a couple of tournaments, one ot
which was at shost notice and extreme heat weather conditions. We took 6 players
and no subs, the team topped their group and made it through to the knockout
stages, unfortunately they went out on penalties but... boy were we proud of them.
We would also like to thank our contimung sponsors for 22/23 season Buistol
Business Forms who have supplied a tull new match day kit and Dan’s Ice
Creams who also continues to otfer our team suppost and sponsorship.

e
=
BBF £3-

Al your print solutions

We look forward to what this season brings. Image of our tournament players:

® % y Wi,
U7 MANAGER OPPORTUNITY — CHILCOMPTON SPORTS CLUB
Chilcompton Sports FC are looking to recruit a new under 7s manager & coach for
the 23 /24 season.
The u7s team will be tommed trom players already enrolled in our Soccertots
programme as well as new players wanting to join our club. The team will have the
opportunty to play i the local Midsomer Norton league.
In the Foundation Stage, we are dedicated as a Club to the development of our
players through Ball Mastery and the Coerver range of skills. The successtul
applicant will need to be willing to adopt our philosophies. >>
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>> FA Coaching Level One or above qualification is requited, or someone willing
and able to undertake the FA coaching course as part of the position. Further
coach development and support will also be provided by the Club.

The tole is voluntary, however the cost of the course 1s tully covered by the Club.
The applicant should be ftocused on developing our wide pool of young talented
players, providing the structure and understanding to enable an enjoyable tun
expetience.

INTERESTED~ ) To register interest in this role please email Tim
Curtis on football@chilcomptonsports.com

SOCCERTOTS — CHILCOMPTON SPORTS CLUB

Soccertots 1s an mtroductory programme for year 1 children and below.

Concentrating on Agility, Balance and Co-ordination (the ABC’s), this session is an
mtroduction mto Ball Mastery and the Coerver range of skills.

Sessions are run every Saturday morning at Chilcompton Sports Club Wells
Road, Chilcompton BA3 4EY 9am-10am only /3 per week.

It you have a min tootballer who would like to join our programme please just
pop along or contact: hayley(@chilcomptonsposts.com

Skating on thin ice
After many years ot looking atter the skateboard park at the sports gmmld

Matgaret Pugh has decided that she no longer has the time to look after it and 1s
h.mdmg it over to the Patsh Council.

First of all the Council would like to thank Margatet for all her efforts over the
years.

But the second point s that the Council does not teel it has the resources to look
atter the patk so unless someone comes torward to look after 1t then the pack will
have to be closed.

Anyone interested please contact the patish cletk on 01761 232974.

fea & toast

» Welcome to ‘Tea and Toast',
our Toddler Group for parents and
carers with pre-school children

» Drop in for a play, a cuppa and
a chat on Thursdays, 8.45am-
10.45am (Term Time only)

» Find us at St John's Church Hall,
Chilcompton, BA3 4HP

" Facebook.com/StiohnTheBaptistChurchChilcompton




Chilcompton Cricket Club

Cricket Club — Senior Section

This has been our 8% Season at Chilcompton Sports Club and the membership
continues to grow for the sentors with lots of local Chilcompton villagers now
playing for the Club.

One such villager Sam Gibbs scoted his maiden century in a record-breaking total
of 330-5 tor the Second XI at Chilcompton Spotts Ground on the hottest day of
the year in August

It has been a mixed Season for all 3 Sentor sides with inconsistent results, but the
spuat of the Club has been good, and we have always been able to field 3 Semor
Sides each weekend.

Semior Saturday I3t XI finished 8% place in their tirst Season 1n Bristol & District
League Division 4 — Four wins in the final four games secured the 15t place in
Division 4 tor the 2023 Season.

Sentor Saturday 274 XTI finished an excellent 37 place in Bristol & District League
Division 11 — Winning the final 2 away games and finishing in 3 place will
hopetully be enough to secure promotion to Division 10 for the 2023 Season.
Senior Sunday 15t XTI had a good first season 1n Division 4 and introduced an
amazing 12 players from our excellent youth section to senior cricket.

The weather has been great and the playing square at Chilcompton Sports Ground
even better which is a tribute to our Groundsman Mark Colbourne. NMark has been
a player tor our Club for well over 40 years and puts many hours mto the ground
on a volunteer basts.,

Cricket Club — Junior Section

This season has been a great success for the juniors and the numbers have grown
week by week with our Wednesday Junior sessions a real success.

We averaged between 30 and 40 juniors every Wednesday ranging
from 5 to 13-year-olds.

Kyle Gloudemans and his team of coaches have really improved the quality of
coaching

Our Ul3s entered the Bath & District Youth League and aftter a slow start
improved week by week finally finishing 111 mid table.

The side has been managed impressively by 1st XI Player Tom Hancock.

Next Season we plan to mun some ULl matches hopefully in the Bath & Distuct
League.

We regulatly have five or six Juniors in our Sunday Senior Development XI which
1s now seen as our Pathway for the Juniors imnto senior cricket.

We have had a number of players progressing through the Somerset Cricket Junior
Sides.

Youth Team Player of the Year and local Chilcomptoner Malachy Love

Finally, a big mention tor Debbie Hancock who mins the “Safe Hands Management
System” for the Cricket Club.

End of Season Awards

Club Player of the Year — James Purchase

Semor Saturday 15t XTI Player of the Year — Jon Buigess >>
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>> Semor Saturday 294 XTI Player of the Year — Bradley Hnnuock (14 Years of age
and a great player tor the tuuue') )
Senior Sunday Playet of the Year — Andy Baker
Youth Team Player of the Year — Malachy Love
Sputat of Stratton Clubman of the Year — Mark Colbourme

< Sam Gibbs

Social Media

Our Committee Member
Florence Thick has
continued to improve our
Social Media profile (please
see all the links below)

Malachy Love >

"‘ - Club Facebook:
f \ (e Cy :
o Vg https:/ /en-
y | gh.facebook.com

 chilcomptonce/
Club Twitter:

_ -"-‘?”"5::«_.. https:/ / twitter.com/ Chilcomptonce

Club Instagram:

https:/ /www.nstgram.com/ chilcomptonspoitscricket/ zhl=en

Club Website - https:/ /www.chilcomptonsports.com/ crcket

Our Cucket Club are so lucky to have fantastic sponsors in these difficult times -
“Patker Transport (SW) Ltd”, “Spectrum Fomm Design Ltd” & “PG Owen Ltd”.

Our Cricket Club are keen to recruit more Sentor & Junior players for the new
season. For further details contact Dave Travis 07725 458404 or email:
dave.travis@hotmail.co.uk

Chilcompton Sports Club Update
This has been a very successtul year for the Sports Club as we continue to provide
a good meeting place tor all of our spotts sides, supporters and villagers.
The Spotts Club has also hosted many functions i the past 6 months including a
really successtul Jubilee event in June.
The Club continues to welcome participation 1n tennis, netball and athletics
alongside the cricket and football.

The Club will be open through the next 6 months for all major sporting events on
Sky, BT and Terrestrial TV in comfortable surtoundings with no membership

needed.

The Sports Club would like to thank the trustees, coaches and volunteers who all
contubute to making Chilcompton Sports Club a venue to make the village proud.
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Local Wildlife

Once again, mnvasive Amercan
Craytish take over the nver,
killing native species

Moorthen - The rnver has again been hosting
moothens. This one was resting in the sun

Red Kite - This photo,
although distant, shows the
distinctive tail and wing feathers

DyagonFly - Enjoying the sun dunng its inevitably
short lite

Goldfinch in tlhight

Pete Sinclair
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