


Welcome. ..
..To the 2023 Spring edition of Chilcompton Matters.

Is it just me or do you feel a little giddy about the prospect of
spring when you see yellow flowers? (See page 29)

On a more sombre note this is the last magazine that Mike
Hughes is going to desktop publish the contents and look after
the advertising. Mike is retiring (again) much to the joy of his
wife, who wants him back, fair enough. He has been fabulous in
volunteering his services and really so much time over the last
eight years.

He is modest and would be the first to say that he has always
been learning and I would be the first to say that he has got
really good. I suspect the magazine will still rely on him for
supporting advice for some time to come. He has had to cope
with a small growth of the magazine from about 20 pages to 60
odd pages. Thank you, Mike.

The good news is that Tracey Withers has come forward to
take on his role. So great of her because otherwise the
magazine might have died. She is very enthusiastic and up for
it - extremely keen to keep a village institution alive.

To be honest, I was thinking of retiring too when Mike said he
was going. But I can't. It's my baby. Ha, sorry. You've still got
me. For a while.

This is the cake issue. Who would think so many people in
Chilcompton bake cakes professionally? Anyone else who I
haven't interviewed please contact me.

Ta so much for all the contributors and distributors et al who
make this possible. You're the best. And you, the village, thank
you for reading.

Bendice tu corazon (bless your heart)

Malcolm Rigby

Parish Clerk.  E-mail: parishclerk@ chilcompton.org
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The Parish Council are planning two events to celebrate
the Coronation of King Charles III

Saturday 6th May from Ipm

Coronation Teddy Bear's Picnic on the Old Rec, Chilcompton
Lots of fun for all the family

Bouncy castle, Games, Stalls & lots of activities & competitions
Bring your picnic and a rug

EVCI'-VOI'IC welcome

Monday 8th May from Zpm

Coronation Cream Tea at the Chilcompton Village Hall
Come and join us for a tasty cream tea, lots of music, singing

and activities for all the family

Do you remember........
....the last coronation in June 1953?

The photo shows celebrations on the field to the rear and side ot the old village
hall, you can just see the hall above the gitls” heads with the two semis to the nght
of the hall. Sylvia Rogers remembers the event where there was a tea party. Her
granny lived in a cottage on
Bowden Hill, so they were able
to view the Cotronation on
television at Norton Hall Famm
with  Farmer Hodges’ famuly.
Sylvia sad 1t was wondertul and
unbelievable to watch moving |
pictuges of the service.

Why not send us your memones
photos of the 1953 coronation
tor the next Chilcompton §
Matters.

Matlene Pickford
01761 232774




Water... No Water

In the early weeks of January...
Latge quantities of ramn led to Hooding on Parsonage Lane.

This is not unusual. Par tor the course. What was strange was that it took several
weeks to clear. Somerset County Council Highways attended with a small jetter but
tailed to clear.

Residents from that area had a rough tume during the first couple of months as
there were also water works going on, a large tree being cut down and a wall falling
onto the road atter a storm. To escape the village, people were being torced to take
a slippery Greenditch Lane to get out.

The tuture?

A CCTV survey ts to be undertaken. Steve Palmer, SCC Assistant Highwm‘s Service
Manager, said: “Once surveyed and cleared there may be some ssues which will
need to be repaired upgmded within the Highway or thete may be some issues on
private land which will be for the landowner/tparian owner to resolve we will
know better once the survey has been undertaken.”

For one day at the end of January...

Chilcompton tound itselt waterless, closing the school and forcing residents to
think about how to cope.

A large burst water main between Maesbury and Gurney Slade on Friday
27% January attected a series of villages.

Just atter eight o’clock Bustol Water leagnt about the problem, by halt past nine the
mspector and crew were on the site. At half eleven bottled water was being made
avatlable at the sports ground. By halt past one the burst had been located and
repair work began. Betore four o ‘clock the work was complete and the water was
back online at five.

Chus Chotley, headteacher of the school, said that they leamnt about the news just
betore eight when some ‘breakfast children’ wete alteady present. Parents were
messaged just after eight, being told that the school could not operate tor health
and safety reasons. The gates were shut and by ten o’clock there were no children
on the premuses.

The tollowing Wednesday was the teachers stuke but the school was still operating
11 SOMme mannet.



Mendip Brass Band

The winter season began when Philip and grandson Toby played the last post at the
War Memorial on Remembrance Day.

During December we played carols at two supermarkets, which was very sociable
and we had good comments from customers, some of whom thought we were the
Salvation Army! We also attended the switching on of Chuistmas lights at Shepton
Mallet. It was very cold!

The band took part 1 three carol services at Radstock, Chilcompton and Ashwick
churches and also outside Kilmersdon church one evening. Freezing!

On Chustmas Eve aftetnoon we were playing carols around Chilcompton, which
has become a tradition now, visiting The Redan, Co-op and the Sometset Wagon.
For neatly 20 years we have played, “Happy Birthday” to a ‘buthday boy” on the
route; this year he and his family were at the Wagon so we played the birthday
refrain for him again and he thanked us saying he was 5 when the band first

gathered outside lus house and he 1s now 23.

Band members all really enjoy playing and anyone would be welcome to join at any time.

enny Gould. 01761 232551
Jenny

Mendip Community Transport
For information about current services and restrictions call:

01749 880613 or visit website: mendipcommunitytransport.co.uk

Table Tennis

There ate table tennis tables available at the Village Hall. Would anyone like to start
aclub? Matlene Picktord 01761 232774




Friday Club

Members and helpers sang carols betore sitting down to their Chustmas lunch at
the Village Hall in December. Cottee, cake, a chat and a warm room 1s on otter for
anyone to drop 1n at 10.30am on Fudays.

Matlene Pickford” 01761 232774

Wednesday Walkers

A group of 15 walked to the Horse and Jockey in Binegar tor an enjoyable
Chiistmas lunch in December. Regular walks continue locally and sometimes
turther afield, such as following the Greenway to Radstock. Join us on the 15t and
34 Wednesday each month; meet at the village hall car park at 10.30am.

Matlene Pickford. 01761 232774,

Indoor Bowls

Two teams play short mat bowls every Thursday at 2pm at the Village Hall,
although sometimes there are enough for four teams and two mats. Always
enjoyable however many or few attend. Why not try 1t?

David Rogers. 01761 233142

Flower Show 2023

Are you crafty - love sewing, knitting, pamnting, lower arranging or photography?
Do you have a garden - with tlowers, veg and fnut trees?

Do you bake - wondertul cakes and biscuits?

It you can say ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then you can enter some of the many
classes in the Chilcompton Society Flower Show on Saturday 204 September.

It you ate unable or can’t find the time to contribute to this traditional show that
has been going tor 44 years, maybe come along from 2.15pm. for the afternoon,
marvel at the exhibits, see the prizewinners and enjoy tea and cake.

Oh! One more thing, please encourage your children to enter — there are eight
classes to choose trom.

You can collect schedules from David Rogers 01761 233142.

Feedback

What are your views on the magazine? The team that put it together is
always looking for your comments, be they good or bad. Is there something
missing? What could be done better? Please let us know. Contact the

parish clerk, Malcolm Rigby, email: parishclerk(@chilcompton.org
Next Deadline: 10th August 2023




History Corner
Arthur Creed Hambly, Artist 1900 — 1973 ~ Part One

Arthur Hambly was an emunent water colour artist, who
spent a lot of time in Chilcompton and came here to
retire 11 1956, He was cluetly a landscape panter and
etcher. He was bom in Newton Abbott on 274 November
1900 to Mary Sophia and Robert Hambly, the muddle
child of five children, his siblings being Margaret,
| Dotothy, Margery and Robert. He was educated at
Kelly College, Tavistock and studied water colour
painting at the School of Art, Newton Abbot for four
years before studymg at Bastol Municipal School of At

tor a turther two years, where he also gamed his

teaching diploma. After only a few months teaching
locally, he became Prncipal of the School of Art and Cratt, Camborne and Redruth
1 Cornwall 11 1926, where he stayed for 30 years.

In the 1930s Arthur taught Sven Bedin, who went on to become a notable and
prolific sculptor. Sven said Arthur Hambly, ‘taught me all T know”. When he read
my booklet on Arthur’s life, Sven wrote to me saying, “thank you for saving the
memory of a great artist and splendid person complete in lus values.” In later years
Atrthur always went to see Sven’s exhibitions.

Duiing his time in Cornwall, as well as teaching and organising courses and evening
classes, Arthur also taught prmary school teachers, staged art exhibitions for
Cornwall county council and was involved with the Workers® Educational
Assoctation. Indeed he was in chagge of Art throughout the county. He was called
upon to design church windows and a tuptych as well as logos and emblems for
magazines and vagous groups.  Arthur used his talents with the Redmith Players;
acting, scenery painting and stage make-up and was also a member of the local
Operatic Society. He was a member of the Home Guard dusing the war years. At
this time he had pamntings accepted at the Royal West of England Academy at
Bristol and the St Ives Society of Artists for Exhibition. His etchings were
exlubited 1n Chicago 1n the 1920s and 1930s.

As time went on he exhibited at the Royal Academy and at the Royal Institute of
Pamnters in Water Colours. His pamntings were mnspired by the countryside
i1 Cornwall, Devon, where his family had a cottage and where he spent some
holidays and the New Forest, where a sister lived. Having met Rev. Lionel and
Frances Greenway in Cornwall, Arthur became a regular visitor to Downside
vicarage in Stockhill Road from 1944, when Lionel became the incumbent. >>
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>> Some people will still remember his visits to Chilcompton.

<« Chilcompton Layby A 'Standstill’, A Cornish tin mine

It was in 1956, that Arthur decided to take
early retirement and live at the vicarage with
his trends, i order to devote more time to
. panting. A fortunate choice for Chilcompton
- and its residents.  Marlene Picktord.

Part Two i the next issue of Chilcompton Matters.

Trees Are Good

There has been talk about planting trees and bushes in the Old Rec. Everyone,
obviously, wants mote trees. However, the Parish Council sees the Old Rec as an
area designated for leisure time.

So, a new sub-committee has been tormed to look for areas ot the village where
trees could be planted but also look to see how the Rec could be further used for
letsure and recreation activities. Ideas that have come torward already include adult
exercise equipment and a boules pitch.

There are tive Patish Councillots on the new sub-committee and tour lay residents.

New Parish Councillor
My name 1s Martin Bown and am I marnied to Helen. We
moved to Chilcompton on May 15t 2015 and live at 162 Stockhull
Road having moved from Stoke St Michael whete I
farmed for 40 years.

‘ We have 4 children and 8 grandchildren and they live 1n London,
Cornwall, Bath and Melbourne. Our famuly all enjoy spending
time in Chilcompton and one of the reasons I joined the Parish
Council 15 to help preserve the quality of life that we are lucky

enough to enjoy.
g ' -

Email: martin.bown49@gmail.com




Expert, friendly
legal service on

FDC LAW

SOLICITORS
EST 1692
LOCAL LEGAL EXPERTS

For help or advice about Buying or Selling your home,

Separation or Divorce, Children, Wills & Probate, Powers
of Attorney, Personal Injury or other legal issues, contact us:

01761 417575 s

www.fdc-law.co.uk BA3 2DF
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Chilcompton Lives — Audrey Strawbridge

Audrey was born to Olive and Harry Hotseman on
18% November 1931 at 12 Argyle Stieet, Eastville,
 Bristol.  Audrey was concerved as one ol a twin but
unfortunately her Mum miscarried and her twin
didn’t survive. When Audrey was six years old Mum
had Chustine Ann who died of pneumonia at 16 days
old. This was such a loss tor the tamily. Audrey
remembers nusing her.  War came and the family
N decided not to have another baby.

Audrey went to Coombe Road Eastville School, passed the scholarship and then to
Fairtield Grammar School.  She was very happy there and had lots of friends.
Mum and Dad did a lot of social wotk for the local Labour Party. Audrey leamt to
dance at the weekly dances they ran, domg both modern and old time dance.

Audrey was a member of the Guds’ Lite Brigade and in later
years became a Cadet Leader. When Audrey left school she
wotked in the Physiological Department at Bristol Mental
Hospital.  She leamnt to do Histology and eventually had her

L4l

own laboratory in Bartow Gurney. Audrey stayed 7 years there
until she married and moved to Chilcompton. She met Dave,
her husband to be, at St John’s Church, Chilcompton. Dave
was best man and Audrey was chiet bridesmaid to her
Godmothet’s youngest daughter, Jean Pugh. Dave and Audrey
mattied 18 months later at Stapleton Church, Buistol. They had
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4 children 1 5 years - Cherry, Lauren, Bryony and Domuinic.

Dave was a butcher in the family business i Bakers Lane. The
couple lived at tirst in two rooms at Mys Carter’s in Bowden Hill while their
house was being built further up the road behind the shop. When Audrey was
boted, Dave got her stinging up sausages, making beetburgess, faggots and slicing ham.
They lived in Chilcompton for 46 years until Dave was ill and they downsized to
Priory Close, Midsomer Norton. They lived there for 15 years until Dave died in
2015. Audrey then moved to live with Lauren and her husband as they converted
their house to accommodate her. Sadly Audrey’s daughter Cherry died at 50 years of
age. She had heart problems and it was such aloss to lose het.

:\udlc‘V paseed het dm‘mg; test hetote she was mamed

in dmmg hohd.l_\s dcll\'eung meat on thc !.Olll]d.
Audrey was 1n the school choir 1 Bustol and was 9 g
tounder member of Chilcompton Ladies Choir with B
Den Hartley as conductor, and a member of other chotrs.

She was a Teaching Assistant at Fosseway School tor tour years while >>
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>> Cherry was there. She also enjoyed helping Dave domg the research for his
tour books about Chilcompton. They went on walks around the village to discover
old roads, chatted to many people to find out names on photographs and were
lucky to research village history in the library at Longleat House.

When the butchers shop closed Audrey helped her 5
tuend Joy Church in her catening business. Dave and
Audrey delivered ‘Meals on Wheels’, mainly at
Coletord, tor several years. Audrey also did some
wattressing at the Court Hotel.

and they now keep i touch tegulaty via Skype. Audrey was
lucky enough to wisit them i New Zealand 13 tumes.
Eastville was a very busy area with many shops, a
tootball ground where Buistol Rovers played, a big
rallway station, a bus depot, mounted police horse
station, two cinemas and a lovely park. One of
Audrey’s happy memories was when she went to
Sunday School at Eastville Park Methodist. She had <%
to walk past her Grandad’s house and he would always have a button hole ot Lily

of the Valley (when 1n season) to pin on her jacket. Another memory was with her
tuend, Valene. They dressed up in their mum’s hats, gloves and shoes, cartied their
handbags and were discovered walking up the road to teed the ducks at Eastville
Patk — they were 3 years old!

During the war the Amencans posted at Frenchay would duve through Eastville
looking tor older gitls and would throw bars of chocolate to the younger children.
Audrey was seven years old when war broke out. She can remember being very
tuglltened Her dad didn’t want her to be evacuated so she stayed 1n the city. Tlle\'
started going to the air raid shelters but mostly slept on a mattress on the floot
under their big dining room table. Her dad worked mgl]ts i a mumtions tactory so
she was home alone with her mum. When she was i the 4th year at school thc‘\'
had to go potato picking on the tarms because the labourers had gone to war.

Audrey’s famuly had a tounng caravan and met up with another fanuly at Weston-
super-Mare at weekends. They also spent happy camping holidays 1n Devon and
Cornwall and then in a static caravan kept at The Retreat Caravan Park at Burnham
on Sea. Most of the weekends and school summer holidays were spent there tor 20
years. Cruising became Audrey’s favourte type of holiday and she has been
travelling the world on 105 cruises. Her favourite destinations are The Falkland
Islands, Norway, Antarctica and the Arctic.

Thanks to Audrey and Laugen Strawbnidge who provided the ongmnal text and photos.

It you have enjoyed reading this article and would like to share your memoues or
know someone who may please contact Mike Newman on 01761 233838 or
contact the editor.
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Obituaries

The tollowing villagers have died since the last newsletter:

Frank Foxwell, Pat Brady, Cheryl Evans-Jones,
Rachel Carter (née Bevan), Bryan Raymond Ashman,
Pam James, Sally Sage, Chris Austin (former church warden),
Vera Beck, Jean Barnett, Nary Smith,

John Andrews, Terry Moore, Mary Tumer,
Sylvia Burge, Dick Burge, Valerie Price

We send sincere condolences to their families and triends.
Apologies if anyone has been mnadvertently onutted. Please let me know of any
others and they will be imcluded in the next newsletter.

Marlene Pickford 01761 232774 email: matlenep@mypostottice.co.uk

’
News from St. John’s
It 1s always a relief after the severe cold of December and then the torrential ramn 1n
January, to hear the woodpecker and see the snowdrops begin to appear i the
churchyard in Febmuary. Pethaps Spring s just around the corner?

It was a delight to celebrate Christmas together once again with the church tull of
lmppx faces and with the support of Mendip Brass Band and Sing Your Heart Out
to enjoy Carols by Candlelight. It was standing room only for St Vigor & St John’s
School Nativity Service and great fun was had by pcoplc of all ages s who joined us
tor our \[esc.\' Nativity service the weekend before Christmas. Many of you
noticed the star did not appear on the church tower this year and asked me \\'h\'
The answer: sadly, when we came to put it up we found it unsate and much in need
of TLC due to several years of use in very exposed conditions. We are working on
its renovation already and will hope for its return next December.

The winter has been a hard one for many families 1 the village and it 1s with
sadness that we have held funerals for Chus Austin, Vera Beck, Sue Padtield, Mary
Smith, Alan Denham, Colin )[(')ger and Sylvia Burge. Our condolences go to each
of these famuilies and you remam 1 our prayers. The:dhurdl and s grounds are
peaceful places to sit and remember and the church is open every day duting the
houts of daylight. Everyone is welcome to pop 1n and enjoy a few moments of peace.
In spite of our sadness at the loss of these people from our community, we have
also held celebrations of the more joytul landmarks in lite. Congratulations go to
Beccy and Paul Mason who marted on a beautitul day in October.

Babies continue to be born and to be b: lptlsed (:(mgl atulations to the families of
Jaxon McCreaty, River Clatke, and Darcy Owen who have been baptised over the
last tew months. It you ate considering one of lite’s big milestones and would like
to chat about how the chutch can help you with your arrangements please contact
us via the website. We would be happy to help. >>
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>> Nidweek Groups always welcome new members: Bell Ringing continues on a
Monday evening; Thursdays in term time Tea & Toast our Toddler group meet tor
amorning ot play and chatter; and Lunch Club otter a light lunch in good company
the third Thursday ot each month.

For all up to date information of groups and activities please visit the website:
www.stvigorstjohn.chuich

Easter Services 2023

April 2nd Palm Sunday

10.30am, St John’s

Holy Communion

April 6t Maundy Thursday

7.30pm, St John’s

Holy Communion

April 7t Good Friday

Llam, St Vigot’s, Stratton on the Fosse.
Community reading of Mark’s Gospel
1-2pm, St John’s

Hour at the Cross

April 9% Easter Day

6am, St John’s - Sunrise Service

9am, St Vigor’s - Holy Communion
10.30am, St John’s - Holy Communion

The regular pattern of services tor both
churches is as follows:

Tuesdays 9am, St Vigor’s Stratton on the Fosse - Morming Prayer (Traditional)
Wednesdays 9am, St John’s - Morning Prayer

Thursdays 1lam, St John’s - Holy Communion (Traditional language)
Sundays, 9am, St Vigor’s Stratton on the Fosse

10.30am, St John’s Chilcompton (also on Zoom)

6.30pm, St John’s: Celtic Evening Prayer (4 Sunday only)
Sunday morning services at each church |
alternate between Holy Communion and
Morning Prayer. Children and families are
welcome at all services.

For tull details of services and activities visit:

www.stvigorstiohn.church
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Homemade French inspired bakes

POSTAL BOXES AND LOCAL COLLECTION
FROM CHILCOMPTON, SOMERSET

éﬂ‘%‘ Brownies €’ Bakes

Anne-Claude was |Jom and raised 1n France coming over to the UK to study for
her masters and work in London. Whilst working she met her English partner
Toby and after a number of years in the bustle of London they felt that a
change of scenery was what was needed. Their search pulled them to beautitul
rural Somerset and they set up home in Chilcompton finding the nght amenities
within walking distance ot their potential new home and a community which was
very welcoming to them and their young family, Anne-Claude said it felt ught”
Thc-\ have now been in the village tor six years and have six childten ranging trom
two to twelve attending the local nuisery and school.

Duning the difficult time of lockdown she used baking and cooking to lift her

spitits producing wonderful pasta, bread and cakes. She started to tilm her

activities 1 the kitchen daily which included highlighting: the art of feeding a famuly

of eight for her Instagram account (@mamaninthecuisine.

A French childhood included eating together and was a fundamental key to fanuly

lite one which 1s now an essential part of her own tanuly life. She stresses the

impottance of buying ‘small and local’ and the importance of good quality healthy

meals and how to utilize any leftovers giving simple easy to tollow instmction and

producing tasty meals. The Instagram posts ate tull of great tips and useful recipe ideas.

The proof of how popular her posts are becoming s that since launching in June 2022

she now has over 2000 followers and a growing audience. She is warmm and frendly

with a wealth of knowledge on tood, cooking and baking all with a French flavor.

The Maman in the Cuisine’s post bake idea evolved from wanting ‘a nice gift from

the heatt for a dear friend’. Settling on some homemade goodies she decided to

tesearch post bakes and her passion for baking was re-ignited, as a child she had

baked with her mother and enjoyed the process and it had given her much joy.

Going back to her roots she researched a very French style of baking using

authentic, good quality ingredients and traditional French flavors in order to bring

the French mspired bakes to the market which are not available locally.

Some ot her most popular bakes are:-

e Salted caramel brownies made with Buttany French salt and topped with French
biscuits

e Financiers a small light French traditional almond cake, choose from orange
blossom, lime and coconut or cottee and walnut

e Blondies made with Bonne Maman jam and topped with French biscuits

e Nutella stutted cookies

o N & A\[’s nut and seeds bags

e Cinnamon buns >>
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>> There are many mote seasonal treats; watch out tor these on her Instagram
page: (@mamaninthecuisine or Facebook page (@mamaninthecuisine.

7 What does the future hold for Maman in the
Cuisine? Anne-Claude says tor her Instagram joutney
she “wants to stay tocused on ptepamnon of good
. quality food which is easy to prepate and healthy
| highlighting no stress cooking as well as deve]opmg,
new French inspited products for all occasions’. She
is looking torward to lots of shopping visits to France
to visit family and fuends brnging back new ideas
and lots of shoppmg'

Regarding her post bake concept she wants to keep
baking and evolving bringing lots of new and
ditferent 1deas to the table. Putting her heart and love
mito what she produces, taking her time as she does not
want to lose that personal element, 1t’s what duves her
/ amazing concept.

Anne-Claude has a 5 star FSA rating. Her passion shines through what she loves to
produce for the table, her Instagram posts are

mteresting and uplitting and I can certainly vouch Gftlﬂ tou(b ﬂ”d gl’uf

tor her bakes, especially the orange blossom maﬁ”ml
Financiers and blondies they are delicious!
For more information on what to ord

and how...

Orders can be placed tor her post bakes via
07912 648 "4—0 ot via Instflgmm em.nl Facebook

emamanintheculsine

emamaninthecuisine

mamaninthecuisineagmail.com

07912 648240

New Parish Councillor
e I am Sue Manley an .-\Lclutect by tmmmg, Alrhough the last 73

e 1ealm .md environmental gxaphm demgn. I am now semi- Lemed
and moved to Chilcompton with my husband Mick Timpson
) who 1s a meditation teacher, 1 November 2021 to build our
new Eco house.

‘}‘IJ\ ing lived most of my adult life in cities, in London and
: Manchester, I have alwwys taken an mterest in my commumnity, I
am now enjoying village lite and looking torward to help keeping this Iovely
village a wondertul place to live.

I can be contacted on: 07843488235 or email: sue.manley@chilcompton.otg
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How (o be... a philosophey

Of course, 11 a very real sense we are all plulosophers, we all think about stutt.

It may not be analytical Oxford philosophy and the analysis of language and the
meaning of getting two copies of the same newspaper (Wittgenstein), it may not be
about the greatest good (John Stuart Mill), it maybe should I dump Damien
tomortow ot leave it a couple of months (my daughter told me that she didn’t
dump her Pilton boytrend until she had got a free Glastonbury ticket), or it maybe
should T have another hamburger this weekend?

Philosophy 1s just thinking, or, more accurately, 1s just doubting.
There was this thing I was told about a wuter, how he/she never states manely out

ot the window in the morning. Why? Because then he/she would have nothing to
do in the atternoon.

My Wlfe now tel/S philosophy. But don’t

The same applies to

think that it 1s borng
philosopher 1s very
became a fan of the
Empuicist, David Hume.
girlfriend, when she

me that | use the
word ‘probably’
too much. And |

and easy. Being a
stresstul. Early on I
17t century Buitish
My wite, then my
came to my bedroom

(that was exciting), said who 1s this ‘Hum’

probably do.

I explained to her about how he put forward the theory that there were analytical

bloke that you have so many books about?
truths, things that wete true by defuution, like six plus five equals eleven, and then
there was stutt that was only empirically true, probably true. He said that you may
have climbed the stairs to the first tloor but how do you know the stairs are still
going to be thete when you go back down. You may tall into an abyss, that 1s very
worrying. And then I kissed her. That was a very 'Beach Boys' moment.

Then there was Descartes. I think therefore I am. He never really got beyond that.
Trust me, don’t bother reading. Or doubt me.

My wite now tells me that I use the word ‘probably’ too much. And I probably do.
But when I go back to the stairs they may be still there but they may be not. T
like maths because it 1s true by definttion and T like fiction because it 1s untmue by
definition. I tutor maths and I write novels. But I am also a journalist who writes,
by definition, stutk that s probably true. Kind of unhappy with that. So I kind of
witte what they call in the trade ‘Hutf. Flutt is ironic. Flutt 1s falsities masquerading,
i fancy dress, as truisms. Like this.

A frend recently asked me what I wanted to do, growing up and now, I told her a
clown, a sweet shop owner, a tootballer. In actual fact Pve been a washer-upper, a
turkey plucker (only lasted about 15 munutes), a student on a ndiculous number of

occasions, a hilm researcher, a journalist, a novelist, a maths tutor and a paush  >>
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>> cletk. But Pve always been a philosopher, which I studied before and after
unversity. I stare manely out of the window looking tor some secret of life that I
can talk about.

But philosophy 1s not about studying, it 1s about a state of mund, apparently the
French philosopher, Albert Camus (who played i goal for Algeria), said that you
should wake up every morning and question your lite.

Questioning is very important. Once it 1s in your blood you never believe a politician,
random phone calls or an advert. It you're doubting whether the stairs still exist, ate
you really going to believe in carpet cleaner adverts or the tiscal policy of Liz Truss.
Incidentally she was born 1 the same street that I lived in at the same tume. Really,
Liz Trss 1s not my love cluld — that 1s an analytical truth. Probably.

So the key to philosophy is doubting, questioning your beliets, whete do they come
trom? My mother told me to add a drop of milk mnto your baked beans. I still do
that. Little culinary tip there, takes the tinny taste away. But as I've said before she
also told me to use only two pieces of toilet paper to wipe my bum. I don’t do that.
So, you doubt, you question the sources of your beliefs and you say ‘probably” a lot.
Probably T cut the grass. Probably T put the b out. Probably T made the bed.
Probably I will die. You get the idea. Probably.

Malcolm Rigby. Next time: How to be...Old and Cool

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS

« Best quality air dried Logs
« Various sized loads to suit
« Free delivery in local area

HARTS €

NATURAL SEAFOODS LTD.

HESH SUSTATNABLESEAFOOD

ATLOCAL
MARKETS
IN YOUR AREA

All timber is harvested
and processed by us from
sustainably managed woodlands

TUE: GLASTONBURY & CASTLE CARY
WED: WELLS & FROME

For orders or details contact us on

Mobile: 07989 816598 THURS: BRADFORD ON AVON
Mobile: 07900 243572 FRT: SHEPTON MALLET & WARMINSTER
Tel: 01761 439 419 AT: WELLS & FROME

Email: somervalley.ts@gmail.com
Website: somervalleytreeservices.com

WWW.HARTSNATURALSEAFOODS.COM




Building Contractors
& Developers Ltd.

winsleywhite.co.uk

01761 232361 info@winsleywhite.co.uk
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Messy Church

Messy Church at St John’s Church 1n Chilcompton 1s
as popular as ever with families of all ages jomning in and
having tun.

If you've never been, then come with an open mind and be
prepated to be surprised.

Messy church is church, but not as you know it! It’s been happening i this country
since 2004, It’s now happening worldwide. It’s relaxed and informal and
welcomes children and famuilies of all ages.

We meet monthly at 3pm on Sunday atternoons in St John’s chutch hall
Chilcompton. Each month we explore a bible theme through activities, indoors,
and outdoors. There are always arts and crafts, games, stones, and fun. Activity
time 1s tollowed by family fruendly worship then we sit down and eat together.

This 1s a tree activity. 7 "U L Sy
For dates of all fluture events please visit our website. O

www.stvigorstjohn.church
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“She Comes in Colours Everywhere”

Malcolm Righy talks to Chilcompton-based singer-songnriter, Helena, abont her life as a
travelling minstrel, the joy of singing/ dancing and the influence of her munsical family

When she comes to the door for the interview dressed in her bright ramnbow
trousers, I say, “wow, you look colourtul” And she replies, “I try my best.”

Helena has lived in the village for 26 years and has appeared
i pertormances here literally scores of times, as well as
actoss the country and abroad, and on television and radio.
So, the chances are that if you are a permanent resident you
will have seen her sing.

It may even have been at ‘Chilcompton Celebrates!’, our
village music/fun day that ran for several years. She was
one of the duving forces behind it and 1s “very proud” to
have been patt of something that raised £25,000 tor village

causes over the course of 1t’s lifetime.

“I always wanted to be a singer,” she says. “There 1s photographic evidence, a
photo of me at my thied birthday party. I was already singing at age three. And I
do remember walking round the garden making up songs tor the flowers.” One of
these eatly songs (that she still remembers) was written when she was six and
rumour has 1t that she can be cajoled to sing it every now and then.

As a solo artist and lead singer 1n bands she has produced eleven albums, mainly ot
her own matertal.  She still does gigs and loves it but says: “My realisation since
Covid 1s that my job 1s to create joy. And singing and leading people in song and
dance brngs joy to all of us. T always feel much better atter leading people in song.
In lockdown I started doing online wotkshops, and realised people needed cheering
up. I'm about spreading joy now. A good gig 1s still a good gig and gives me a buzz
and its lovely to see the audience clap and cheer. But I have been downg it tor many
years 1ow...since my teens.”

In 1974 her very musical family moved from Buckinghamshite to Holcombe, Somerset.
They would pertorm concerts around local churches and care homes, Helena, aged
s1x, on ukulele and singing harmonies with her three sisters. Her mother 1s >>
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>> an otgamst, flautist and chour leader, her father a trumpeter and how player.
He’s only just stopped pl aying for lus brass band and her mother, at the age of 87,

played for 10 carol services in the week before last Chustmas!  All the gitls were
hug;llt pnno l)\ her trom age six and then Q;l'\’c’ll the oppnlmmt\‘ to choose another
instrument when they were eight.

That’s when Helena got her first guutar. Now she has six, ¢

mandolin, a mandola, tlageolets, recorders, melodicas md a
keyboard. Does she have a favounte guitar? “Oh yes, I've
got my baby, she’s been with me since 1988. She was nearly
£700 then. I put a deposit down on the day I fell in love
with l)er, then p:lid tor her i mstalments with g1g money 1
over the next few months.”

Her fisst pad gig was when she was just 16 and doing
Ollevels. Any regretst “No. People said why didn’t you go
to uni\‘etsnty, what a waste of a bram, but I just didn’t want
to. I wanted to sing. I wasn’t
academic I could just learn stuff
really quickly. A year later T had a tlat, a car, a rock b: md
gigs; why would T leave that and go and stay in a dorm
" and btlld}'.

When I ask what are the lughponts of her career she has
no hesitation in replying: Playing main stage at
Glastonbury 1 1995. Having a hit in the charts 1n 2005.
Pln‘ing live on BBC 1 with over 10 million viewers.
Playing live on the Late, Late Show’ 11 Dublin. Having

her single played by ]nlmm Walker on Radio 2.

The chart lut was “‘We Laughed’, a chauty single written
by Bxl]\' Bragg, and unngrd md pcttmmed by IIrl«°111
and a “very talented group ot Dorset based musicians”

who Bnll\ I)L()LlO‘llt together for the project. It was a very
heart-warnung uplitting song...”a sad |)ut happy song” which reached number 11
in the main charts, No 2 in the Amazon charts, and raised thousands for the chanty
‘Rosetta Lite’ (atter whom the band was named).

A consequence of this number is that she almost
made it to Top of the Pops, pipped at the last
moment by the Eurythmies. It also resulted 1n the
band gigging around the country, performing on
national TV and radio and appearing i the national
press — a very exciting time.

Certainly, what people might not know is that Helena
has been a television presenter.  She wrote and
petformed the theme tune for a Bargain Hunt type B
programme for HTV called ‘Beat The Dealer” Then on
a whim, auditioned for the role of presenter and nailed |

it, presenting 13 shows. >>
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>>  She says: “T haven’t gone back to TV presentation but I would be more than
happy to, because I loved it.’

In recent years Helena has had health issues, and was
forced to take a break in 2019 after brain suggety to
" remove a tumour, tollowed by the entorced break of
lockdown.

She said she found it easter to come back from bramn
sutgery than she mig]lr have done had she not gone
through the experience of recovering from a stroke ten

. He[ena years before, just weeks atter her wedding.

- “Atfter my stroke I had some very dark tumes; anxiety,

-‘ i You should Go X A > 2 .
(Stay) (leprc’-ssnon and P:\I]ll,‘ﬂltf:leS. I lost the jOy ol

performing.

“Someone mvited me to a singing workshop, I was very nervous, I was still gigging
but I had had tour years of not enjoying it. I just lost the joy. Gomg to a singing
wotkshop and l)c-mq patt of a group of people and making a wonderful sound I
found very therapeutic and I remember looking at the singing wotkshop leader and
thinking T' d like to do that. My head tilled up with an enotmous amount of songs I
wanted to teach. T got toge ther a group of frends i the village to teach the songs
to, and trom there 1t went on mn leaps and bounds. As I got more energy I started
to do 1t more often.

“Participating n dance workshops and singing wotkshops changed my life, certanly
saved my mental health. T am now a qualitied dance leader. T do gig still but ’ve
gone ott i these other directions. I'm happy to gig but my 17‘.1<-<i(')n NOW 1s creating
this joy I see when people dance together and when pt‘()Plc‘ sing together - there is a
sense of commumty. Even in a big crowd at a gig there 1s 2 communal feeling,
there i1s a magic of communal experience. That’s what you get’’

Comparting hcmg i a band to being solo, she says being
mn a band s balliant when the gig goes well:
“Putuulul\' when I can put my guitar d()\\ n and
strut my stuff on stage. But if you make a mistake
then you teel you've let pv(xl)lr down whereas when
you are solo you can improvise.”

She adds: “T've been called a tolk singer all my lite but I
have always been a rock chick too.....”

To see videos of Helena type in Helena Sottley Eden
mto You Tube, or check out her Face book page
(Helena Softley) or website www.helenasoftley.com,
where upcoming events are also listed.

Look out for a gr1g 1 the newly returbished town hall in
Midsomer Norton when it te-opens, where she will be §
petforming with protessional Magician and ‘CADS’
tavourite Peter Clitford

Next Fun Singing Wotkshop - Sat March lSd‘ - 3.30pm at The Hive Peasedown St John
Next Fun Dancing Wotkshop — Sat Magch 25% 2- 3.30pm at Chilcompton Village Hall
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FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Treatments available include: Ay (B

Toenails trimmed. |

Callus and hard skin removed. 2
Corns or verruca treated. SOLES
Ingrown toenails.

Thickened Nails.

\ster

eOWYEr

Siemper”
RFHP

£25 for the first appointment for new customers

To arrange a home visit, please call -

g %
ol e
(o aif Q
Clare Singer, S.A.C. R.F.H.P, Foot Health Practitioner on 'séo y : o N
07764 190404 or email clare.singer@hotmail.com th P

For more information - www.happysolesfoothealthpractitioner.co.uk

| BRIAN FEAR CARS |

‘We specialise in quality, not quantity’

Used cars

Broadway, Chilcompton, Radstock. BA3 4JW
Tel: 01761 233110

E.mail: sales@brianfearcars.co.uk
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Parish Nurse

Hello Chilcompton. In case you were not aware, Parish Nursing Ministries
supports a PN setvice from St John’s and St Vigor’s. This service 1s for the local
community as well as the Church related family. As we all are well aware, the NHS
and Social Care are being increasingly challenged by demand and workforce issues;
meaning an increasing nvolvement ot neighbourhood schemes, community,
chanty and social enterprise provision of services and support.

Pagnish nurses, too, are part of plugging the gaps, i the form of free confidential
support and guidance. T am available by email, phone, or can be found at Tea and
Toast at St John’s Church Hall on most Thursday mornings. Looking forward to
meeting you.

Sarah Crosse  csarahl50(@yahoo.couk 01761412042 07535696264

Chilcompton Wives

We decided that through the winter months we would continue to meet on the 1
and 3 Wednesday of the month at 2.15p.m. I think we made the ught decision
with the weather as it was. We enjoyed the social atternoons, with just a Tea and
Chat. Wendy took us down memory lane with stories that led to an afternoon
of others brnging in their memornes and memorabilia.  Can you remember
Bayer’s Lingerie tactory? We had the Representative’s miniature samples brought
mn to display. Were you a Sindy or Barbie doll person, or like Wendy’s Teddy that
survived a London air rad, and was purchased trom Woolworths with no cash
exchanging hands! These moments led to lively discussions enjoyed by all.

The next few months will bring speakers from Authors to Basket weavers, you ate

most welcome to join us at the Sports Recreation ground. For more details ring

Budget Brookbank on 01761 232039 or Maureen Evans on 01761 233266.

The English Garden

Our peace grown 11 tows Mow the lawn, clip the border.
and tranquullity borders Let the snake loster in the bracken.
the well clipped grass. Enjoy the tnut — Eat 1t all.
Sunlight shields the twilight The knowledge and the power.
tent by the black atrow sped. And God walks through the garden
Natures” watning cry to fly! in the cool of the day.

: Death has come to stay.
There 1s danger here and all obey /

i their way. Nature never lies.
And death dady creeps
through the budding growth
sowing slow decay.
Embracing the cold stir
ot the talling blossom. By Andrew Morris

26




ELECTRICIAN

@ www.spellerssparks.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?

¢ Outdoor Lighting ¢ Landlord's and Home
¢ Indoor Lighting Buyers Reports |
¢ Sockets Change/Addition + Light fitting change/swap
¢ Outdoor Sockets ¢ Fault Finding
¢ Extractor Fans ¢ Cabinet/Kitchen Lights
¢ Electrical Safety (EICR) ¢ Garden Lighting
Fault Finding and Repairs Satisfaction Guaranteed

1 will assure you of a quick response and a reasonably priced service...

Call Rich on (01761) 325 007

b

If you’re making a positive impact on spmut
people and the planet. you need friendly Grow stronger
folk to help set the right course towards
sustainable growth.

Cost-effective and flexible services include:

« Strategic planning advice

« Year end accounts and tax
+ Self-assessment

+ Bookkeeping

« Outsourced finance team

* Payroll

» Company secretarial

+ Part-time Finance Director

To find out if we're a good fit for you, drop us
an email at hello@sproutconsulting.co.uk or visit
sproutconsulting.co.uk to book a chat

sproutconsulting.co.uk 5 xva O AL, | I] Lm.
L FOR THE

PLANET o 4




Ghe Joy of Baking

The love of cake making 1s something that Gill Connell inherited trom her mother.
She had always intended to go into the baking business but sadly died when she
was just 51 and Gill was 16.

So Gill picked up her mother’s equipment and stasted
making cakes for trends’ birthdays, then it just escalated.
She sad: “It was a few years ago, back in 2019, I
thought you know what let’s just try it as a business and
see what happens. P'm a nurse as well so I can’t do 1t
tull-time. I do it when I've got tume. But 1t did so
much better than I thought it was going to do.
“Lockdown happened and T sold so many boxes of
brownies, to be posted out, that I had chocolate
coming out my ears for weeks and weeks and weeks.

“I love making cakes for
people, just seeing the joy
on people’s faces. When you give them a cake and
you get good teedback. It's always nice to give the gift
of a cake, 1sn’t 1t7”

Gilly’s Cakery was born and now she has wedding and
birthday cake orders for more than a year ahead.

Good word of mouth 1s enough to keep the trade
gomg. She is lucky to have two kitchens so that she
can devote one to the cakery and when it comes to
testing and tasting she is fortunate to have husband,
David, as a guinea pig in the house.

Her four year old daughter, Emelia, can now pretty
much make a cake on her own so those cake-making genes are still working. >>




>> Gill 1s still a paediatric nurse, albeit on maternity leave, but she would
prefer to give up nursing for the cakes as she can fit school and nursery times
Letter around the baking.

A possible claim to fame s that she got through to the tasting round 1 Bake Oft
2016. She said: “It was the most nerve wracking thing I have ever done in my
entite life. After that T thought, they said they liked my cake, I don’t really need to
go on television to be told someone likes my cake.”

Pethaps the most unusual cake she has made is an Earl Grey one. But either the
raspberry and white chocolate one or the eldertlower and lemon cake ate the most

popular. Her whisky Havoured brownies ate revered as ate her atternoon tea boxes.

il sard: “Covid has detinttely atfected our cake eating habits. You had nothing to
Gill saud: “Covid has detinttely affected ke eating habits. You had nothing t
look forward to, 1t was a sumple sweet treat pleasure.”

The joy of cakes.
Gill can be contacted on 07717172589 Malcolm Rigby

Nautical Error

On the front cover of the last 1ssue of Chilcompton Matters it was stated that the
Union Jack was raised and lowered to half mast when the queen died.

In fact, as several nautical people observed, mcluding my naval architect son, the
Union Jack 1s only so called at sea. On land it 1s the Union Flag,

Thete you go. Everyday is a school day.

Bulbs Around the Village i cHILCOMPTON

Over recent weeks vou may have discovered

Please drive carefully

pockets of colour around Chilcompton that
you did not know were there.

The idea 1s the brainchild of resident Doug
Workman, he wrote to the Parsh Council &
saying wouldn’t it be nice to have pretty [
Howers around the edges of the village.

The PC thought it was a great scheme and
bought 25kg of bulbs. Loads of daffodils. | ;
Doug then duly planted them all, over a weekend last year. What a grmd marn.
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Travels on the 774

You may or may not have noticed, but Cllilcompton has another bus service. Just
before Christmas last year we clocked a bus coming up through the lower part of
the village on a bumla) How could that be? Clulcompton is oft the bus route on a
Sunday. Without thinking to glance at the number, we just assumed it was a
dummy mun with a tramee duver being put through his paces on a quiet Sunday.
But the next Sunday my next door neighbour reported it agan. I thought he was
hallucinating.  Atter all, dear old Des Mattick, former long standing pagsh councillor,
was proud to boast many years ago that Chilcompton had 24 buses a week (it’s
actually increased since Des’s days). Just never on a Sunday and only one service.

However, on the third Sunday, there it was agai... but beanng a ditferent number than
our usual service. I have since discovered that Chilcompton now is on 2 bus
routes, not one. So we now have the long sr‘mding 173 that travels from Wells to
Bath and back again, AND the 174 that has been given a special route on a Sunday
just so Chilcompton is no longer off the map on Sundays and has a 7 day bus service.

Normally the 174 travels from Wells to Bath, but on a shghtly difterent route to the
173. However, on a Sunday it tollows a slightly different route agamn. So durnng the
week 1t goes Wells to Shepton, on to Oaklull, Midsomer Norton, Radstock and
then on to Bath, completely missing out Chilcompton. But on Sundays we are
blessed — which 1s basically the idea of the Sabbath I believe - because the powers
that be at First Bus decided to mclude a little detour so that Chilcompton would
tinally be on the map on a Sunday as well. So mnstead ot going Stratton, Midsomer
Notton, on a Sunday it goes Stratton, CHILCOMPTON, Midsomer Norton, and
vice versa. Sorry, am I sounding a bit like a train spotter? But really, you couldn’t
possibly conceal our excitement.

You see, we are dog walkers, and after you’ve walked one way, and tound a caté for
cottee and cakes, well, it can be a bit of a drag to mun it all by having to walk back
again.  Especially as Midsomer Norton to Chilcompton s up]nll as opposed to
Chilcompton to Midsomer Notton being downhill. Yes I know .... got that tran
spotter edge again.  So now, all thanks to the 174, we don’t! We walk to Midsomer
Norton via that fantastic walk all along the railway line, and down to Costa’s for
cottee and cake. Once replete, we used to have to drag ourselves back up that hall.
But not anymore! Instead, we hop on the 174 to Chilcompton home agan with
doggo in tow. To say it’s made his Sunday 1s no exaggeration; he 1s very much
enjoying lus tree ndes courtesy ot First Bus.

A spokesperson from Fist West of England explamned: “ We have decided to tral
diverting the 174 Sunday setvice via Chilcompton following customer feedback. We
are always keen to try new opportunities to encourage mote people to use our services.”
Des would be so chutted.

Please note, the spokesperson said ‘tral”. As T wiite, cuts to forty two West of
England bus services have just been announced - several just one mile down the
road 1n Midsomer Norton. Sadly some of these are even on well used routes, with
duver shortages exacetbating lack of tunding.  So the same old adage 1pphes Use
it or lose it. So join me on a walk or two via these pages. I have detailled two potential
walks around the 174 timetable, one to NMidsomer Noston, the second being to >>
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>>  Shepton Mallet and another wondertul caté in the matket square. Again,
walking home is uphill. Not tor us. We catch the 174. The idea of these walks is to
encourage the use of the 174 by going one way on the bus, so 1t you can think of any
other one way walks, please shate them in the next issue of C|111c011113t011 Matters’,
and let’s l”ogf'l’hel build up a collection of one way walks that mamtains the bus
services for our village. Turm to page 35 for Walk No.1 and page 58 for Walk No.2
Her up the hill

New Community Support Gronp

How ate you feeling in your life these days? How are you dealing with challenges,
in your tamxl), 1elntmn<lnps finances, your llealrh business, the world
1b<mt \'ou“ Are you e\peuencmg WOorty, m\wt\ [RE ain, stress or exhaustion in
any ateas of life? Would you like some help and suppott to be able to teel better,
mote happy and free?

I'm Kathy Hughes. I have been working in the atea of wellbeing tor many
yeats. I’'m passionate about leamning and helping myselt and others to n: avigate lite
lellenqes and make positive change. It is my dream to grow a community of
like-minded people for mutual support, for sharing of ideas and tools that help us
all as we navigate our challenging lives, for like-minded triendship and community.

Soon, I hope to start running some 8-week certificated Community Energy
Healer courses to teach anyone simple, extraordinary skills, to manage modern
lite 1n new ways.

I'look torward to sharing more intormation about this.

Please contact me on: 01761 569863 or 07818 298508 Kathy Hughes

New Faces — Emma Glover

So, we are a family of five, myseltf and my husband Chuts, and our three boys
S== Oliver, Hattson and Finley. We moved to the village in
=~ December 2021, We were living in Frome in a lovely
home which our children had all grown up mn, but we were
rapidly growing out of the house (bungalows and three
boys do not match) so we decided to start looking tor a
lagger property. Frome wasn’t really oftering us what we
wanted anymore so we statted Ioukmg outside of the area,
and as we have famuly 1n Frome, but also n Bustol, we felt
Chilcompton was a petfect choice tor us.

- We viewed a beautitul propesty and fell in love immediately,
it was in such a quiet location, the house was pertect size
and we just telt welcomed immediately.

A few reasons we love being in Chilcompton ate the closeness to Bustol, Bath
and Frome (our children still school thete for now), but also the quietness with
being i a village location. Were hoping to be able to stay here for the foreseeable
and move our children to local schools. Our neighbours are lovely and have
welcomed us all in so well and the countryside on our doorstep just make
this beautiful village everything we had hoped tor. Emma Glover
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Canine Cakes
Although there ate several professional cake-makers in the village there 1s only one
that cooks the delights specifically for dogs.
Vicky Rough has been munning Four Legged Fancies for 12 years now, mutially in
Bath and for the last six years 1 Clulcompton.
So, what’s the ditference between a human cake and a dog
cake? Vicky said: “A human cake you would use normal
tlout, L.]lOLOler, ratsins, butter, sugar, all the good stutf. A
doggy cake we use gluten free Hour because they can’t
digest lugh levels of wheat, so we’re a wheat free bakery,
teally good for delicate tummies and instead of mixing 1t
with all those things we mix it with, we use meat, sausages,
—— cheese, savoury things really; sometimes we use peanut
butter, but we use a dog-triendly peanut butter — that’s
a very popular tlavour. We don’t use sugar, butter,
= - colout, salt, ptesewatnves, anything like what the people-
%- cakes are about.”

She made her name through visiting agricultural shows, tood festivals, country Fairs
and dog shows. Now she 1s well-known throughout the south west. Though
through mail order she will deliver from Fite to Penzance. “We would do three
agricultural shows a month, you’ve got to get out there, get your name known.”

The bakery 1s an out-building with two latge industial ovens, what she calls her
‘spaceships’, workhorses that ate designed to be on all day every day.

Cumnously she does not have a dog herselt, largely because she
used to foster kittens and now she has a small baby. But she
grew up with dogs, traming guude dogs and later seacch dogs.
Moteover she has enough friends and famuly in the vicinity
who do have dogs that can operate as new recipe tasters.
Does she like to make cakes tor herseltr “I do. T like to
make them and I like to make them beautitul. I do have a
bit of a passion for it but I don’t have a very sweet tooth.
My husband does so I'm happy to make them all day long.
I’d prefer to have something savoury but I really like making
things beautitul. T used to work 1 a chocolate shop 1 Bath
and T used to hmd make truttles and chocolate and tudge Il D
and things like that. T’ve got a chocolatery background.

“The cakes are designed to be very beautitul, very
eye- mtnhing, they'te not your mun-of-the-null cakes...qute

T °' fanc y>

Doggy cup ¢ cakes cost about £1.50 and a doggy birthday
cake vartes from £20 to the [40 two tiered SllL)\VSt(‘)l)[)c‘l
with cing, dupping and macaroons.

M Vicky 1s particulady proud ot her eco-trendly packaging —
everything 1s compostable.

: Vicky can be contacted on 07722 646347 Malcolm Rigby
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Fundraising to support the new Chilcompton Youth Club

We believe in the value for young people in our community to be able to choose to
have a sate and fun environment ol open access activities for them within their village.
Youth Connect southwest have started a weekly youth club in the village hall at
Chilcompton and have approached the Pansh Council tor help with funding.

Youth Connect South West was onginally an in-house B&NES Council service. The
toots of the orgamsation come from two places; Youth Services, which have always
been operated by Local Authonties, and the Careers gudance service known as
Connexions. These services were merged to become an Eatly Help Targeted service
and atter a few years and changes i1 budget, the Council could no longer attord to min
the Youth Service. The staft felt passionate about the youth centres and the young
people that attend them. They are well aware of how much of a ditterence these sate
Hlaces make to young people’s lives, so they set up an ndependent organisation Youth
%:cmnect South West”, and the organisation opetates as a tegistered charty.

The Patish Council want to encourage local young people to telax, engage with peers
and enjoy a range of tree activities aumed at them, as we value the difference thus can
make to young people, to empower them and give ‘them a voice. Numbers of
participants are growing and below ate some examples of what they have been doing;

The range of activities curtently ongoing at Chilcompton will cost in the region of
£9000 per year, and we would like to see if we could find funding to support it for
3 years. The Paush Council has agreed to tund the tist 6 months of t&us, and so
we ate looking to get additional sponsorship and donations from local business and
individuals located in the Parish.

f‘

The young people had the
opportunity to go to Weston-
Super-Mare to see the Sea
Monster, which is an eco art
installation, the monster from the
seq, which looks at renewable
energy. The group have been
making music with bath festivals
and they have been looping,
writing lyrics, and building drums.

During the Christmas period, the
group went on a trip to Clarks
Village to go ice skating and
enjoyed the festive environment.

Will you be willing to help with this fund raising? _ ‘ _
We will be able to include your logo or detals 1t you would like this sponsorship
recognised, on any leatlets, website, social media and publicity about the youth club.

We hoBe you ate able to SUPFOH this valuable charitable work for the young people
in our Parish. We would be happy to answer any questions you might have.

Please contact us at sue.manley@chilcompton.org

Jon, Lesley, Sue On behalt of Chilcompton Parish Council
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Bl eale

Sl

TEXACO

SERVICING AND REPAIRS BROADWAY GARAGE
TO ALL MAKES OF CARS AND CHILCOMPTON
LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RADSTOCK

SOMERSET
MOT TESTS TO ALL BA3 4JW
CLASS IV VEHICLES

Telephone:
FORECOURT SHOP 01761

232298 | 232765

RW
Plumbing & Heating \

RICHARD HAYDEN A A
Gas Installations Mobile: 07855 761 686

and Upgrades

Maintenance, Repairs, Email:

Bathrooms, FREE Estimates hayden145@btinternet.com

www.rwhplumbingandheating.co.uk
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Trarvels on the 774 - Walk No.7

WALK I: Chilcompton to Midsomer Norton Approx 2 miles, 40-60 minutes
depending on pace. Generally flat other than accessing the raillway line mnitially.
Steps in the Nature Reserve. OS Exploter map (orange) 142.

Access the Chilcompton section of the rallway line via the steps beside the budge on
Fry’s Well. Walk all the way along to Tunnel Lane, turn nght up to the summut,
and go through the 5 bar gate on the lett at the top. Go over the stile, staying right
of the old pillbox and the hedge that goes down through the middle of the field.
Be aware that this field can have cows in it, especially 1 the warmer weather, so
please take particular care 1f you are walking with a dog. At the bottom of the tield
go over the stile where you meet the railhead of the Somerset and Dorset Heritage
Line coming up trom Midsomer Norton, with its very own putting billy to
accompany you - and I am sure bone fide tramn spotters on board and indeed atoot
on the p: ath! No chance of getting lost now, as you follow the line all the way
along and into the field at the end and down into Silver Street Nature Reserve.
Follow the path through the Reserve, around to the nght and up the slope onto
Silver Street just below Midsomer Norton South station at the top of Midsomer
Norton. Cross over the road via the Pelican Crossing. You now have a chorce.
You can either go straight downhill to the trattic lights at the centre of town, cross
the road, tum ught along the pavement by the batbers, cross the shp road that
comes out of Sainsbury, and tollow the pavement to the gardens in front of
Sainsbury and the steps on the left that lead up to Costa. OR you can take the
cycle path straight across at the Pelican Crossing as you come out ot the Reserve,
follow the main path turning left by a gate/wall, down into town. At the High
Street, cross the road and head left, round the path by Dorothy House and then up
to Samnsbury’s and Costa. Dogs nof welcome inside Costa but usu ally there 1s plenty
of seating outside. The 174 goes trom the Island at approx. quatter to the hour.

https:/ /bustimes.org/services/ 1 T4-wells-midsome r-norton-bath-city-centre

Her up the hill

New Parish Councillor

I am Donna Simmons, I have lived 1n Somerset tor most ot my
| lite and moved to Chilcompton in Apul 2011 with my wite S: md)
and our dog Neve, we became part of the community
very quickly. We have walked for mules, taking in hours of
country tlelds, tollowing village pathways and enjoying valley
walks. We wete so grateful for Chilcompton duting covid, the
open spaces and the best sky (always look up). Chilcompton, has
a diversity ot people, great architecture of old and new buildings, all the amenities
you Lequue and growing local businesses. I have interests 1 health and well-being,
growing our infrastructure to accommodate new builds, environmental and green
projects.

Looking to support our community with the challenges and changes required to
keep Chilcompton a beautitul therving village for all.
Tel: 07985 212960 Email: donnasimmons@chilcompton.org
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Workman

Electrical Contractor

House Rewiring
& New Build Electrics
Inspection & Testing
Sign Off Reports
Fault finding
& Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing

Contact Doug on 07921 789800

All aspects of property renovation
and refurbishment, from plastering to
plumbing, roofing to flooring.

ABSOLUTE HOUNDS

Contact: dougworkman44@outlook.com

»» Competitive Rates & NO VAT <«

City&g Electrical Safety
Guilds R (;\A .?':_ %ECA
Qualified ' ™

revrr | CARVED
AL |-STONE:
LETTERS

MEMORIALS

o@ ANDREW JAMES

¢ MEMORIAL MASONRY
INCLUDING DESIGN & FITTING

HEADSTONE RESTORATION,
RE-LETTERING & REPAIR

¢ FRIENDLY, LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS

We will work with you to sympathetically design, produce and install a personal

memorial, either hand carved or engraved. Lawn memorials, complete kerb sets,

cremation tablets and vases available in a wide range of slate, stone and granite.
We also offer headstone restoration services.

Slate, stone and porcelain house signs also available.

WWW.CARVEDSTONELETTERS.CO.UK

PHONE: 01749 840 869 / 07966 366 816 EMAIL: andrew@carvedstoneletters.co.uk
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Krtebs artd Kiateckgrs

My friends, the ones with a childish sense of sexual mnuendo, have been
telling me tor years that I should do a ‘knobs and knockers’ page. So here 1t
1s. How many do you recognise?

Such an array of animals. My favourite 1s The Holy Cow. Can you spot 1t?

Mote next time, you haven’t seen mine yet, ooh you are awful.




Coach House Studio, 34a Chamberlain Street, Wells, Somerset, BAS 2PJ

T: 01749 689060
M: 07779 215466

+ Building Design We offer a free consultation service.

B p]anning Advice From the smallest extension or home office, to new build

.C t ti AdVvi dwellings and the refurbishment of listed properties.
onstruction llce Our team of professionals will work to create your unique

» Building Regulations and considered design.

| sPoNsoRrRsHIPS |

COULD YOU BECOME
Nt A TEAM SPONSOR? N
We are always looking for local business to sponsor

our football teams. If you can help in any way please
do get in touch.

For more information contact Hayley Blanning 07841 585289 or email
hayley@chilcomptonsports.com

wJ SPONSORA FEJ
PITCH SIDE BOARD

Advertise your business with us from as little as
£185" per season

* Renewal fee from £100 per season

For more information please contact Hayley on 07841 §85289 or email
hayley@chilcomptonsports.com
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Council Matters
Welcome to Parish Council section of the latest village magazine.

At the time of writing one of the biggest talking pomts for the Paush Council is the Old
Recreation held at the bottom of the village. We were approached betore Chustmas
with a proposal to plant trees 1 the rec on some of the existing open field area; these
trees would be fully funded through grants. As many of you will know the rec was
bequeathed to the village over a century ago as a tecreational space and 1s much loved
by villagers. Given this status, the paush council telt that we should consult with
villagers before making any decision and asked for views by the village website and
soctal media plattorms. This had tesulted in one of the blg;gest responses from the
public for any consultation, with views both for and against the proposal recerved. This
resulted 1n a discussion at our January meeting w! here a l.ugf- number of panshioners
attended and expressed those views very passionately, not just tegarding the possible
i)l.mtmg of trees but also other possible changes that could be made to enhance the rec.
t became evident that a deasion could not, indeed given the sigiuficance of the tec,
should not be made quickly, instead, any changes would need to be considered tully and
catefully. Theretore, a subcommuttee was tormed to consider possible change, this
compuses of both patsh councillors and villagers. Their buef 1s to consider possible
changes to the tec as to what, 1t any, changes ate needed to make the facility even better
tor the village, this will mclude the possibility of planting trees at the rec but also other
ateas i the village wherte this could happen. One view that was cleady expressed from
many at the meeting 1s that we would like to see more trees i the village, not least tor
the sound envitonmental reasons. The subcommittee will statt its work shortly,
theretore 1t you have any ideas of what you would like to see at the rec, this would
include any facilities/equipment.  Or if you have ideas of ateas whete tree planting
could take place. Or if you are a land owner who has some land whete we could plant
trees. Please contact the patsh cletk. The subcommuittee go into this with very open
minds, although of cousse not everything can be accommodated. One thing that has
become appatent through this episode s the importance of the Old Rec to very many
people i the village and what a very special site it 1s.

Another area that has been on our radar 1 recent months 1s the mobile Youth Club
that operates at the Village Hall on a Wednesday evenmng. The club is run by Youth
Connect South West and has been operating for a number of months and in that time
has developed a very loyal tollowing among young people in the village, demonstrated
by attendances even in the very cold weather m January. The wutial months of the
Youth Club van was Funded tlnough YCSW but this was finite and with no new
tunding would have seen the van close its doors for good at the end of the year. YCSW
apptoached the Paush Council regarding funding at the end of the year.  As a Paush
Council we were keen to keep tlus facility open i the village, as a tesult we have found
suthicient money to keep the van open antd summer. However we

want this to be a longer term ofter and are looking to explore
other tfunding avenues to facilitate this. My colleague Sue will
wiite more about this in the magazine and how you can help.

As well as these exciting projects we ate also exploting possible ways
of celebrating the Coronation i1 May. Village celebrations tor
whatever the occasion always seem to be well recerved.

Jonathan Pike
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Photos from My Gawdew
- Insecty, Waspsy & Bees

As well as a plethora of bird and mammal species that we are fortunate enough to
have visit our Chilcompton gardens, we often h: appen across odd-looking bugs,
beetles, etc. too. The exotic little things we sometimes spot from the goings on in
the mnsect world can be quite amazing,.

Looking through my garden photos tor this article, I was surprised at just how
many different spectes and intetesting behaviours I had actually accumulated.
However, tor this issue I am just concentrating on the Bees and Wasps.

Common wasps |ust get on with their business and, with caution, are generally qmte
harmless. That 1s, of course, until late summer when they become dcﬁpenre tor
sweet foods. They then become quite annoying when buzzing around our dinner
plate or flying 1 a bit too close for comfort. Nonetheless, the common wasp 1s a
great predator of g.udcn bugs and a very important pollumtcu It can also perform
SOMmMe amazing antics that we are sometunes fortunate c-nough to observe. The
photograph of the wasp ‘ball’ on the bird table shows how the males will clamour
around a future queen 1n order to mate with her. They will scrum mto the ball
hoping to eject other males that are 1n the centre. Quute a spectacle with more
jorning the ball all the time.

The photo that shows a small part of a wasps nest also shows how miraculous
nature can be. This one, removed from our bathroom extractor fan, shows
how each egg chamber layer 1s separated from the next with little pxll.uq A
real architectural achievement that allows access to feed the pupae and for the new
young wasps to escape the nest once mature.

Some wasps ate predatory and do not look like wasps at all. The smaller of the two
hete 1s the Gasteruption Jaculator W asp, sometimes referred to as the Carrot W asp
as 1t 1s partial to the pollen of plants from the carrot tamily. Moreover - 1t’s easter
to sayl The photo of the latger one of the two, with the white spotty abdomen, 1s
the Rhyssa Persuasoria Parasite Wasp. This 1s one of the largest wasps in Europe.
The temale can reach up to 40mm 1n body length, plus the same again with the
oviposttor. This wasp 1s much rater i our gardens and more commonly found in
wooded ateas. Luckily, Clulcompton residents are quite likely to see one or more
ot these very strange luokmq gangly pu—dnrou' wasps. The females ate very devilish
i seeking out solitary wasps or bees nesting holes. Using their ovipositor they
mnyect an egg into eac h unsuspecting pupa. This enables theit own pupa to teed offt
the host. Nice.

I am fortunate enough to have an annual colony of Masonry Bees in my
greenhouse. I love watching them. The staging 1s of upecycled we ood containing
numerous latge nail holes. The Masonry Bees absolutely love these and nest in
them every year. They deposit eggs deep mside the \\'(_)Qd, each one cocooned
inside its own little chamber stutted full with sweet pollen. This food supply is
sutticient to ratse the pupa to matusty. The holes ate cemented shut using >>
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a mix of our very red clay soil and saliva. It then goes quiet until later in the
year when the developed youngsters chew their way out. This event 1s lovely to
watch as well. On a nice warm late summer’s day, the greenhouse fills with young
bees all circulating around until they tind their way out. At this time of the year,
both door and windows are gencnll\ wide open making this easy for the young
bees. The predatory wasps turn up during the egg-laying period, w hen it is also the
time to get i there with a camera.

Bumble Bees are very common i our gardens. Anyone with lavender growing will
know all about the mass activity of pollen collecting in the summer months. We
always have a nesting colony or two 1n holes i the lawn lett behind by Field Mice.
It’s great to watch them uulm around the hole 1 numbers, all trying to home
as to where the hole actually 1s. Any shight change such as mowing the grass, or a
leaf that has dropped close l)}, and t‘]l(“_\ all seem to be in chaos until they reassess
the location of the hole. Tlis photo of a Butt Taled Bumble Bee on a Passion
Flower is just one of my favourites. The Passion Flower plant has been
decimated by this winter’s weather but 'm hopetul that the small shoot that seems
to have survived will tegenerate and feed the bees again this summer.

' Jon Crouch

Rhyssa Persuasoria Wasp
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Bespoke Cakes

Lockdown already feels a world away. Strange days indeed.
But while most ot us were hidden away at home twiddling our
thumbs, Paul Toulson was mncredibly active...making cakes.

He said: “Business is really good; T was really tortunate to set
up when I did because we weren’t allowed to see friends and
family. But as a tood delivery service I could still work and
delwer, I could deliver a cake to the sister you couldn’t see, or
your grandpatents you couldn’t see. So, things snowballed
really quickly. And that cartied on over the past few years.

“The pandemic was wondertul, really wondertul. When lockdown came into play it
was good for business, good tor me. T had a really mnteresting time; everyone was at
home being bored and I was the busiest I've been i my entige life.”

Paul has set up his business, Cake and Slice, 1n the annexe of
his parents’ home in Downside Close. He admits that his X
mother wouldn’t be able to cope with a full-time visitor
operating trom her kitchen. The annexe has two ovens and a |
tudge that can take eight cakes.

Most of his wortk is what he calls
‘celebration cakes’ — ‘cakes that ate bught
and colourtul and fun.’

But he has also established a particular 4
reputation for his macaroons. “I think [0 r O
thc} re considered a much more lusurious l)akmg optmn The
 recipe 1s tauldy dithicult and there’s a lot of technique to it. You
. need to boil the sugar syrup to the correct degree and it’s not
something you could do easily. It’s quite a complex bake to do.”

Thexe 15 NO mml order, 1t’s erther collection or delivery, but he will deliver up to about
a 45 munute drve scan. He doesn’t do cake sculptuung and the most unusual ngredient
he has used is kale. The best advertising 1s word of mouth. One recipient of a cake,
he said, will tell three friends. He has regular annual orders and he supplies cakes to a
caté 1 Paulton on a weekly basis. But he doesn’t eat cake himself anymore.

Paul’s other occupation 1s acting. So, tor istance, he had to
shut up shop between October and December last year while he
went to play the Dame in the Jack and the Beanstalk panto mn
Bracknell. That must be exciting,

But so are cakes, Paul said: “Colour is really important. The
visual has to come first. Especially as a gift for someone.
You take the lid off the cake box and you want to see colour
and you want to see extrav: agance. And you want to be spoult.
I get alot of comments saying how the taste matches the looks.

“People want mote, more, mote. They want a gotgeous .

sponge, they want a ditferent filling and a ditferent colour. They say, I want this
from this one and this from this and the dup trom this. They’re creating their own
spectal version that no one has had before.” Bespoke cakes.

Paul can be contacted on 07814 648756 Malcolm Rigby
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The Somerset Wagon
Broadway
Chilcompton
Radstock
BA3 4JW

Open: Mon 12 - 10pm Tues - Sat 12 - 11pm Sun 12 - 7pm

Food served: Mon - Fri 12 - 3.00pm Sat 12 -3pm & 5 - 8.30pm
Sunday’s: Roast only - served at 12pm or 2.30pm

01761 568 448

thesomersetwagon@outlook.com
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:'Oven Liner &=
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.\ firstclean Your Local

s ] OvenGleamer==

Would u like your Oven,
Range or AGA Gleamed?

M| ‘Dean was on time & was very professional in my house, |
Tree & Hedge Care M | he was kind & very friendly. My oven is like brand new &

From Planti ng to FeIIing M| | am very pleased with everything. | would have no

- M hesitation in recommending OvenGleamers.” Rosalind R.
Qualified (RFS Cert.ARB) x
and Fully Insured W . Full Strip Down Clean « All Makes & Models

Registered Environment Agency + Inclusive Pricing « Safe For Children/Pets

Waste Carriers + Fully Qualified & Insured  ~ Safe For Asthmatics

For Free Advice & Free Quotation call: |: [iackaaisndsass

. + All Work Backed By Our Satisfaction Guarantee
01761 239 324 :
07810 307 908 § Call Now: 01761 231331

e s . www.ovengleamers.com
orEmall.t|bbstrees@gmall.com . Ovens | Ranges | AGAs | Hobs | Extractors | BBQs




C\\\\COW\P‘\‘OV\ Chilcompton Playgroup

Come and join us at Chilcompton Playgroup
on Tuesday mornings during term time from
10am-11.30am in Chile ompton Village Hall. There 1s
tea, coftee, hot chocolate and squash availlable for
adults throughout the session. Each session 1s [2

P\O\\QOYOVP per tamily and we can take cash or card.

We have lots of toys which ate rotated each week so no two weeks are the same,
we also have a crafty activity every week. After an hour of pl aying we sit down for
out healthy snack then finish the session with story or song time.

The first Tuesday of each month is also our Makers Market when makers sell a
wide range of products.

Our commuttee 1s curtently down to 3 members, Tina (Chair), Cassie (Treasurer)
and Beth (Secretary). We are hoping to recnut a few more members m order to
secure the future of our well loved playgroup. If you would like to join the
comnuttee or just help out please come and talk to us. For more mtormation visit
our website: https:/ /chilcomptonplaygro.wixsite.com/ chilcomptonplaygroup

Chilcompton Gardening Club

Our AGNM on a very cold and frosty January evening marked the beginning of our
new gardening year. A short fun quiz and our now legendary finger buttet
tollowed the tormal proceedings.

We have a full line up of speakers ready tor this coming year. They will be covering
a vatiety of very mteresting topics, 1nc ludmg (xudenmg for Climate C hange' with
Stmon [\mght trom Prior Park Garden Centre i1 Bath, 'So You Think you know
Gladioli' with Gill Hazell, 'Otganic Flower Growing' with Fiona Hazer Bizony
trom the Electric Datsy Flower Farm in Faulkland, "The Restoration of
Hestercombe Gardens' with David Usher, Stumpeties, 'Ferns and Shady Friends'
with Andrew Tolman, 'Flora of Cam and Wellow Valley' with Helena Crouch and
Holly and Tvy' with Roy Cheek.

Quite a selection. Our very popular Annual Plant Sale 1s scheduled for 13t May in
the Village Hall. We also have two aftemnoon visits
and a full day outing arranged for the summer. "yt lE .

Meetings are held on the 4% Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm 1n the Village Hall. Family membership 1s
just £10 and single membership [7 for the whole
year. Guests are always welcome at just [2 per
meeting, so why not come along with a trnend or two
— you will recerve a warm welcome.

Contact me on 01761 233017 for more details.

Judy Youngs (Secretary)
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East Somerset Railway Community Offers:
Going on in 2023

Your local heritage raillway 1s more than just ‘tickets please’l  As part of our
commiutment to the local community the railway is excited to let you know about
our vartous outreach otfers.

Dementia Friendly Events: Sunday May 7, Sunday July 16 & Sunday
10 September. Cost £11 for both the person living with Dementia and their carer.
Booking requured.

Care Homes: ESR-focused talks are avalable tree of charge

Community groups: illustrated talks are available to community groups, tree of
chaige

Duke of Edinburgh Programme young volunteers: volunteering opportunities
may be possible Thursdays 4-5pm only.

Volunteers Recruitment Day: Saturday 25% March to explore the vatious roles
available (plus complimentary cottee & train ndel). 10-1pm
Anything of interest? Lisa education@eastsomersetrailway.com

Thrains, tickets and timetables? www.eastsomersetrailway.com

MATHS TUITION
Up to GCSE level

Make sure that your child

has those core skills to achieve the . S A]L (O) N
grade he/she needs Midsomer Beauty Salon offers a

wide range of Beauty and Holistic

Malcolm Rigby Treatments Including some of our

newer treatments such as brow
Maths Oxford Graduate lamination, resurface and peel

facial, hot stone facial and exotic

Tel: 01761 232974 hot oil and salt body scrub

“He did wonders for my son” Appointments can be made online
— Ann-Marie Davis. through our website, Facebook
page or the Fresha app

01761 569029




STEVE DAVIS

GENERAL BUILDER

BRICK BLOCK AND STONE SPECIALIST

TEL: 01761 232638
MOBILE: 07970 818082

email: steve davis43@hotmail.com

J G DECORATORS

Quality, Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating
Paper hanging specialist
Clean, Tidy and Proffesional
Chilcompton based

For a free quote call:
01761 753427 / 07791655001

Email: jody@jgdecorators.com
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Chilcompton Art Club
CHILCO“PTON ART CLUG The year 2022 was very eventtul for the art club, we had

a few demonstrations and three local exhibitions.
Member artists Penny Lloyd and Lindsay Brewster
presented workshops in the eady patt of the year, Penny
with watercolours and Lyndsay with pastels. Then i
October Peter Hinge gave a talk about the ins and outs
of presenting pamntings tor sale and hanging in
exlibitions (see photo).

- W In June, the nation celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee, md
www.chile r’"rclub.uk the art club formed part of the many events held :

Downside Abbey over the weekend of the 3t to 5t wnth
an exhibition of work held i the Downside Abbey Visitor Centre,.

In mud-November the club were delighted to be allocated a weeklong exhibition
slot 1n the Cloisters of Wells Cathedral, with almost 100 paintings on view. The
exhibition was a great success, the membership took it in turns to steward the event
throughout the week, braving the rather cold climate in the cloisters. With just over
one thousand pounds worth of sales across the week, many members achieved sales
of their work.

No sooner had the Wells exhibition finished we then held our usual annual
exhibition ten days later in eatly December at the Stratton-on-Fosse Village Hall,
this one day exhibition usually held on a Saturday, enables the club to publicise our
presence and what we do within the local community of Chilcompton, Stratton,
Midsomer Norton and Radstock..

Although the club does not ofter dedicated weekly tuition to our members, our
ttinerary for 2023 s taking shape and will include workshops, demonstrations, and
exhibitions to enhance and develop members experience. Anyone can come along
to one of our sessions and do their own thing with whatever medmum they choose,
there will always be members on hand to chat to for advice etc over a cup of tea or
coltee. We are based at the Chilcompton bpox‘rs Club on Wednesday and Fuday
Mormings trom 10:00am until 1:00pm. There 1s easy patking and disabled facilities,
tirst sesstons are free and if you want to continue the annual membership tee is
very reasonable. Full details about the club, and how to make contact, can be
found on our website at https://www.chile ompronnrtclul).uk.

Thank you tor

your support.

Nigel Punchard

Club Secretary




Embroidery Experiences

Alter many years teaching ‘Embroidery’ in Wells for Somerset Adult Education
Classes I decided to return home to Chile ompton to teach ‘Embroidery Expeniences’
which I have now been doing in the excellent Chilcompton Sports Hall. My classes
ate compiised of all ages and abilities with very friendly pc‘nplc‘ who make you most
welcome with no feeling of competition whatsoever. There is no need to make an
immediate commutment. Why not come along for a couple of sessions to see if it
really interests you. You would be made to teel most welcome, even better bring a
triend for company.

Classes ate held on Tuesday & Thursday mornings trom 10.30am to 12.30pm at
Chilcompton Sports Hall, BA3 4EZ. There 1s ample parking.

I can be contacted on 01761 232466 or 07788 184185 or by email:

Chilcomptonembroidery(@outlook.com

Below are some examples of the work my classes have been mvolved in. You will see it
s very vatted.  We always enjoy embrotdenng a ‘Class Project’ at Chustmas.
Patrica Ardron U T L e -~
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For all your motoring needs we offer:

A fine selection of pre-owned carefully selected
low mileage cars for sale. For our latest stock

please go to: www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk

Or contact Jon Bush or Dave Fowler
Tel: 01761417470

Email: saIes@davefowlersgarage.co.uk

MOT Testing | pye to high demand we are
Servicing Iconstant*ly looking to purchase :
Repairs Ivehicles for stock. If you are
Diagnostics | considering selling for a fair price )
Air Conditioningl & hassle free please call Dave or Jon |
Fully skilled & experienced technicians

Free courtesy cars available

Free collection & delivery

Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton « Tel: 01761 417470

www.davefowlersgarage.co.uk S




MANUFACTURERS & INSTALLERS
TeChniglaze OF QUALITY GLAZING PRODUCTS

Trusted Residential and
Commercial Glaziers With
Over 38 Years Experience

Windows - Doors - Specialist Glazing - Conservatories

LEKA Roofs - Orangeries - Secondary Glazing
Shop Fronts - Commercial Glazing

Aluminium specialists with in-house design
Fabrication and installation teams

01761 417654
Radstock - Somerset

New Parish Councillor

Pm Abigail Terry and I have lived in the village for neatly 30

years, and I now work locally. T feel that I can represent the
l views of villagers as well as my own having had moge time
tecently to explore our wondertul village. I enjoy the peace and
quiet that the vill: age offers without being far away trom bigger
towns and cities. I’'m a big sports fan, I like my music and also
enjoy knitting and sewing (although I need more practice).

Email: abigail.terry@chilcompton.org

Monday Café

As we go to prnt the Monday Caté group are 11lrcti11g to finalise some mintbus
outings dunng the year. So it anyone in the village is intetested, contact Sarah
Crosse for details of the first outing. Tel: 01761 412042

Earthquake Appeal

The Parish Council has donated two hundred pounds through the Disasters
Emetgency Committee (D.E.C.) to support the relief work being cartied out
in Turkey and Syria.

DEC charities and their local partners are among the first responders
providing urgent aid.
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Somerset County Council Report
Submitted by SCCllr Anthony Robbins — Liberal Democrat Group

Consultation opens into new single Somerset Council budget. New Council
targets support for key services and vulnerable residents

The proposed budget tor the new unitary Somerset Council has been published.
The proposals will be the first time the services and costs from all four District

Councils and the County Council have been brought together.

The Council 1s proposing to increase Council Tax by just under 5 percent, less than
halt of the current rate of intlation. Thus 1s made up of a basic use of 2.99 per cent
i Council Tax and the 2 per cent social care levy. As a result of these proposals,
the council tax proposed tor a Band D propesty will increase by £78.24 each year,
or £1.50 per week.

The total budget tor new Council will be f491.37 mullion, a 1se of £36 nullion over
the budgets of the five councils the new Somerset Council replaces. The Council
agreed a new Council Tax Reduction Scheme last November, and will be bunging
torward an Exceptional Hardship Fund to suppott households in need of further
suppott.

The Council has sad it has faced three significant challenges in setting budgets this
year: the impact of inflation on the cost of providing services; the tising demand for
care setvices post-pandemuc and the need, 1 a very competitive labour market, to
use agency staft to cover statutory services.

Several of the savings i the new proposed budget relate to the move to a single
council, with £2.9mullion saved from semor manager costs and a £600,000 annual
saving from reducing the number of council members.

Somerset flooding threat is no longer a major incident

The Envitonment Agency and the local authorities in Somerset have removed the
major incident status declared in January as tlood sk in the county has reduced.

A major medent was declated on 17 January as a precautionary move to coordinate
partners as the threat of tlood increased. With enhanced pumping and recent dry
weather, water levels have reduced on the Somerset Levels and Moors and it has
been decded by Avon and Somerset Local Resilience Forum that the precaution 1s
no longer needed.

Somerset unitary plan praised by Local Government Association

An expert team trom the Local Government Association (LGA) has commended
wotk to create a new unitary council on 1 Apnl this year. The new Somerset

Council will replace Somerset County Council and the four district >>
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Somerset County Council Report

>> councils (Mendip, Sedgemoor, Somerset West and Taunton and

South Somerset).

The team, including leading figures from local government around the countuy,
reviewed the unitary plan and concluded that ‘everything 1s in place to ensuge that
Somerset Council will be a safe and legally functioning body from day 1, assuming
the current progress and leadership 1s mamntained.’

Social care like you’ve never seen it before — bold new recruitment campaign
launched in Somerset

The My Tune to Care’ campaign was shot entirely in Somerset and stars local
carers 11 six new videos.

Somerset County Council has joined torces with the NHS and Registered Care
Providers Association for the new campaign, which aims to empower carers, and
show how wotking in social care i Somerset is a respected, meanmngtul, and fun
career choice.

Small business should be at the heart of energy support

Somerset County Council has called for any review ol energy prce support for
businesses to focus on support tor small businesses and the adoption of green and
renewable energy.

The council acknowledges that the “Energy Bill Relief scheme 1s providing a liteline
for small firms across the UK. However, with an ongoing cost of doing business
custs, a continuation of the EBRS for the smallest firms 1s gomng to be critical for
the UK economy overall and rural economies, in particular.

Evening bus services get underway

Evening bus services on some key routes in Somerset have begun running from
Monday 30t January.

The evening bus proposals ate part of Somerset’s Government-tunded Bus Setvice
Improvement Plan (BSIP) which aims to increase bus patronage by introducing a
number of important initiatives.

From 5 December a [f1 fare became etfective for any single bus journey in
Taunton, and further measures are planned under the BSIP i the coming months.
It’s hoped evening buses will help boost the night-time economies 1in Taunton and
the other towns on this evening network, as well as supporting people who work
outside of 9-5 hours or need to attend tramning and education courses.

Business mentors needed to help Somerset thrive

An ambitious mentoring programme 1s bemng launched to make the expertise of the

county’s most knowledgeable business-people avalable to busmesses across Somerset.  >>
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>>  Twenty mentors are being recruited to join the programme in its mitial stage,
where they will recerve free mentor traming. Executive and senior management
level business leaders, successtul entrepreneurs or business consultants, who
understand the challenges associated with minning and growing a business and the
value of impartial advice, are being encouraged to get in touch.

Potential mentors might offer sector experience or a specialism such as  finance,
marketing, HR or e-commerce; and above all, have a desite to make a ditterence.
Could you help get people to crucial medical appointments? Volunteer
drivers needed urgently across Somerset

People across Somerset with no transport of their own need help to get to
important medical appointments.

From routine checks to cardiology and cancer-related care, these Somerset
restdents benefit enormously trom reliable volunteer duvers to get them there.
Somerset County Council’s current volunteer duvers are i need of new recruits, to
support the NHS and the Council in ensuring patients get the care and
treatment that they need.

The team also support adults and chuldren with jourmeys relating to social cae.

Pat Ryan, who has been one of Somerset County Council’s volunteer drrvers for 10
years, sad:

“Pve been a volunteer diver for 10
years now and thoroughly enjoy P& THIS IS PAT
taking passengers to hospital for their \B

routine appowntments.  Diving atound

‘\ * Football fan

beautitul Somerset 1s not really a
hardship!” v ¢ Choir singer

For each journey carried out by
* Somerset

a volunteer driver, a mileage .
Volunteer Driver

reimbursement rate of 45p per mile

ot 50p per mile loaded 1s applied.

Ring for the King
Nationally, a recruutment duive for bellingers 1s in progress so that all the churches across
the country will ring out on Coronation Day for King Chatles,
Adran Beck, for the Chilcompton bellungers down at St John’s Church, said that they were
always looking for new recruts. All sexes, all ages — adding that 12 years old 1s a good time
to start. He sard that 1t 1s a good physical and mental exercise —a very satistying activaty.
On Coronation Day the bellungers will be getting out and about to make sure every tower
mn the viciity gets a ning.

Come and find them at St John’s Church at 7.00pm on a Monday or give Aduan a nng
(geddit) on 01761 415950,
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Notes from a winter garden. January 2023

We have had extreme wet and extreme cold this winter following on from the
extreme hot and dry of the summer, we have seen it all i the last year.

It’s hard to get excited about a garden in continuous winter ramn. We kept telling
ourselves that we needed the ramn and mdeed we did but there were tumes when we
thought it would never stop. The upside s that
our newly cleared out pond quickly tilled to
capactty and 1s now looking tull and appealing
to the amphibians, some of which will no
doubt have visited and spawned by the time
you read this. The frogs usually appear in
February tollowed by newts which can lay their
d egos any tume from March to June. Every year
1 hope to see some toad spawn too but so far
we haven’t been lucky, pethaps our pond
returh will encourage them.

The cold and trosty weather was a welcome change and made the garden sparkle in
the bught winter sunshine. Long grasses, seed heads and twiggy shiubs glinted
with frost and on occasion a light dusting of snow. Low winter sunshine made the
ted batk of Cornus alba glow, contrasting with the otherwise monochromatic hues
of the winter garden. The ground was trozen solid and the pond at the end of
January still retains a thin coverng of 1ce, remnants of a much thicker layer which
covered it for weeks.

The bitd teeders were extra busy during the coldest
weather and needed frequent re-flling and at times
we had to de-ice their water contamner more than
once per day. OF the more unusual birds visiting we
have had a male and a female black cap and a
gold crest which loves the

pine tree, but particularly
enchanting are the long taled tits which visited 1n lagge
groups (we think that the maximum we counted at one
tume was 10, but as they move so quickly it’s hard to keep
track). Suddenly though i the last week of January they
have statted appeating i paits - preparation for the breeding

season has started already.

Other signs of spring continue to appear, unstoppable
despite the cold. Bulbs have been poking through the
trozen earth for a while now and the first snowdrops are

in tlower, the honeysuckle has leaves appearing and  >>
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>> the scent of Sarcococca watts through the garden renunding us that it won’t be
winter forever.
We have one more important garden project to complete betore the growing
season starts in earest. There 1s a border between the end of our diiveway and a
paved area which 1s past its best. Sadly the wisteria which domunated it and which
was our pride and joy decided to die last spring for no
discernible reason, leaving the plants below looking
scrufty and berett. The time has come for a re-design
and we have decided to remove the herbaceous plants
and plant a hedge mstead. The whole area 1s only about
'» 4 metres long, so at 4 plants per metre 1 a staggered
# double row we will need just 16 plants. We are gomng

“ tor a mix ot 11.1m'c- shmh speuee — 4 each of hazel

.md intesest both t01 us and tot the wild birds. We will "
buy bare-rooted plants so we need to get on and plant &

them betore the end of Febrary. Expect a progress update @
i a future edition.

Sue Rankine

Chilcompton Matters - Advertising - Can Now Be [ Colour

The Chilcompton Matters magazine 1s produced in the form of an A5 size booklet
twice a year, i Spung (deadline mud-Febmary) and Autumn (deadline mid-August).
For each edition 1,050 copies are punted and distabuted throughout Chilcompton.

Advertisements can be accepted in the following formats. Costs ate per issue.

Full page - ‘portrait’ - n B&W / Greyscale £60 or including Colour £120.
Half page - landscape’ - in B&W / Greyscale £30 or including Colour £60.
Quarter page - ‘portrait’ - 1 B&W / Greyscale £15 or including Colour £30.

It you would like to advertise or you would like further information, please call us
on 07972 195540. It we are out, please leave a message

s 7 R . Adverts in Colour i o <1z :
with L.ontaat'detmls Look Great ! and '\\.e.\ull get back tr_'> you. In
otder to assist the publication of the magazine, please

lllt()lﬂ] s (')t your ll]tf‘l‘l(’lol] to Jd\'t‘lrlse as soon as you can.

Thanks go to all who advertise in the magazine, their continued support enables us
to produce Chilcompton Matters for the benefit of everyone in the village.

Email; traceywitherstr7@hotmail.co.uk Tracey Withers
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HAVE YOU SPOKEN
TO JACK?

@ Trusted financial advice the NFU Mutual way

To find out more about pensions, investments
and protection, get in touch with your local
NFU Mutual agency:

01761239382 or bath@nfumutual.co.uk.

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on
NFU Mutual products and selected products
from specialist providers. They'll explain the
advice services and the charges. Financial
Advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select
Investments Limited

Jack Mason-Brown - nfumutual.co.uk/financial-planning
your local NFU

Mutual Financial

Adviser

O NFU Mutual

AP R Smith & H G Wareham is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual
Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments
Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

FSADFACRED 0422
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Friends of St Chad's and Chilcompton Surgeries

The year 2022 ended on a happy note tor the Friends with a lughly successtul raftle
with all prizes distributed well betore Christmas Eve. Thank you to all the
people who supported our etforts. Thanks too go to the local businesses that

suppotted us: Mitchards the Butchers, Charlotte Ruby Holistic Therapies, Bentley
Bodyworks, and The Old Down Inn.

We are already discussing putting the proceeds to effective use. Surgery
staft have approached us for a Phlebotomy Chair for the Chilcompton Surgery
and a portable inftra-red vein scanner; both to make blood tests easter and safer
tor elderly and frail patients. A new water cooler has been installed 1n
Chilcompton waiting room, and a cycle stand, for those able to cycle to the
Chilcompton surgery, 1s to be wmstalled. That 1s over £3,000 of ‘kit’ to try to
improve the patient experience.

The October Health Talk on Knee and Hip surgery was a great success. We now
have two more dates for your diaries:-

e Monday 20th Magch - Coping with Irnitable Bowel Syndrome

Dy Chatlie Andrews
e Tuesday 25th Apuil - Pelvic Physiotherapy (NOT just tor women)

Ms Megan Jackson
All three will be at the Midsomer Norton Methodist Church Hall starting at 6 p.m.
Megan Jackson 1s a specialist pelvic physiotherapist who also works at the RUH, as
well as mnning her own private practice in Keynsham.

Our Health Talks are a way of trying to improve our general health education, and
consequently our selt-care. It we look atter ourselves as well as we can, we may be
able to reduce our calls on our over worked NHS. The excellent presentation on
Mental Health last year 1s also still on the St Chad’s website. There 1s also usetul
information for Veterans and an ADHD checklist. Please take a look:

https:/ /stchadsandchilcompton.co.uk /wellbeing-and-health-directory/

Our statt had to cope with a significant increase in
scarlet fever cases before Christmas, and several
statt became 1ll with vatious allments. We are glad
all are now tully recovered and thank the team for .
their supetb efforts.

You can contact me with any questions or
feedback by email: jsattlerevans@btinternet.com

Stay sate and well everyone. . 9&‘7

Jenny Evans, Char

EASTER BINGO NIGHT - Chilcompton Sports Club
SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY 31st Magch
DOORS OPEN: 6:30PN - EYES DOWN: 7.45P\N
1 & 2 Line prizes as well as fantastic cash prizes.

Clhilcompton Sports Club, Wells Road, Chilcompton BA3 4EY.
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Trarels on the 774 - Walk No.2

WALK 2: Chilcompton to Oakhill by the 174, then walk to Shepton Mallet via the
Old Fosse track. Approx 3-4 mules. 1.5 — 2 his depending on pace. Faitly long
ascent up to the Roman Road, and a long enjoyable descent down into Shepton
Mallet. OS Exploter map 142

Again 1t would be difficult to get lost on this route: the map shows an incredibly
well marked route, virtually straight up and over the hill down to Shepton along an
old Roman Road. It is still laid with the stones that were probably there when
Roman teet marched across them, still tight in the ground atter 2000 years.
Get ott the 174 at the Oakhill Inn and take the Fosse Road to your lett, alnngsxde
the Inn, pxolmblv signposted Stoke St Michael, headed east. W alk out of the village
for about 1/3 mile till you reach Fosse Famm on your left, just before a red post box
in the wall on the lett, and opposite a wide track on the nght. Map reading 641472,
(If you wish to nuss thus extra road walk you could drive to Oaklull and pack, and
return on the bus to Oakhill to the car, but please be aware that parking 1s limited at
the start of the walk). Follow this track steeply up, as it turns to the ught, then to
the lett and back to the night, and then up to the Roman Road at the top (as named
on the map). You will see and hear this road before you reach it; if you have had
your dog oft the lead on the track it would be wise to grab them befote you reach
the road as the tratfic 1s very fast on this straight bit of road. Turn nght on to the
road, and after a few studes, left mto Beacon Hill Woods (the map shows a small
detour). There is a deep turrow huther along the route where the ground literally
drops mto a long narrow hollow — which you can walk along 1f you want to — and
then down around to the nght to a bench on the nght making a pc‘tte(t lunch stop.
Comung out of the woods, carry on until you reach another road. It 1s confusing
on the map what you do here, but it seems best to turn lett on to the road for
I minute, turn uql)t at the T junction for another munute and pick up the path again
on your lett at map reading 635449, martked PB on the map by a disused pit. Walk
another 1/3 mile until 2 tootpaths join your parh on the ught via a stile. Take the
lower one going diagonally across the field, spying a stile at the bottom which you
need to go through. Last time we walked this route there were cows in this he]d 50
again take your own precautions with a dog. Once through the stile, turn nght and
through a 5 bar gate to the A37. Take care crossing the road, walk down tor a
moment and on the nght you will see a gap in the stone wall. Go through this and
follow it around to a lane that takes you to the bottom of Shepton and Legg
Square. Follow the road gradually up keeping an eye out tor the church hiding
behind the houses on your lett, which you can teach l)y a narrow walk through and
up into the matket place and a wondertul caté called the Cheeky Bean that serves
cakes out of this world. Sunday winter opening hours 9.30am — 3pm, but maybe
longer with the wammer weather. Check on website http:/ /www.thecheekybean.co.uk,
Once replete, walk straight up through the High Street to the roundabout at the
top. Cross at the zebra crossing i front of Screwtrx, turn lett to the Cenotaph and
the 174 back to Chilcompton. Buses from Shepton go around 20 to the hour.

Her up the hill
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Chilcompton Speedwearch

A Modern Approach To Speed Enforcement Within Avon And Somerset Police

We face the lnghc‘st t1sk to senous mnjury or death on our roads, above and beyond
any other police telated activity. The
g most common form of Lomplamr
% [rom our commuiuties is related

& to speed and in the past we have
tesponded to each complant by
sending the Speed Enforcement
Unit SEU). We have built up so
many sites over the years that it 1s
no longer viable to service them
often.

More mmportantly we didn’t have the capability that we have now to analyse the
issue first. Now we listen to concerns, fit data capture boxes to the problem
location and see the true tacts. Since this new method we have discovered most
sites ate very low level of petc eption. We share the data with all concermed and we
can see all data across the force, then reference that aganst rsk from collision data
CSWdata. We wotk closely with local authouties to deal with 1ssues together.

Low level 1ssues result 1n the commuuty making an application to the police
commuuity trust tor Speed Indication DC‘\'I(_C"S l.c'fc‘ucd to as SIDs. The tund will
provide up to [5k of funding to cover signs, posts and training to work around the
highway, we then walk away and use the SEU for puounty sites. All the signs can
capture data so we can momutor the reaction to them and from expenence they
bring very lugh compliance levels. We do not need a SEU tied up not capturing
oftences based on perception of a community. A community wants the problem
solved do they not or at least improved 24
Where we have bigger 1ssues evidenced trom the data we will put multiple units to
the location. Get the problem down to a low level then handover to the SID type
program.

As the Road Safety officer, I have duven changes to equipment where we wotk
away from ve hicles and the detection rate is much higher. T deal with entforcement
the same way as the SEU but the new equipment can capture up to 2k ottences and
be submutted for processing by Wi-Fi in 10 munutes, then we do it all again. With
very little admun tor the ofticer, this 1s game changing,.

Speed 1s a direct contributor to mjury type; we wete not designed to stop trom
speeds above 20MPH in nature. We may not stop the crashes, but we will make
them less severe. We MUST and WILL drive average speeds down in every
community, we ate one commumnity. Neady all those caught have education courses
online, it matters not where they are c mght just that they are. We could all do with
te-chipping between passing a dm‘mg test and retiring,

Then well informed people generally make the nght choices.
PC Dan Cox

Avon and Somerset Police — Road Satety Uit
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Golden Hour Club
Members have experienced the music of choirs and bands during the year as well as
mteresting talks on the Air Ambulance and Mendip Tales, culmmating n a

Christmas lunch. More of the same 1s planned tor the coming year starting with the

AGM on 11" Apnl, when subscuiptions are due, or anyone 1s welcome to any
meeting on the 274 Tuesday ot the month at the Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Sylvia Rogers. 01761 233142

Local Information
All villagers are mnvited to attend the Pamsh Councid meetings, to make an
observation or just to view the machinery of the most local tier of government.
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm at the Village
Hall.
It you have any ideas for the twice yeatdly village newsletter or would like to
put some information up on the village website, contact the Paush Cletk by
email: parishclerk(@chilcompton.org or ting 01761 232974
Website:  www.chilcompton.org
PC noticeboards ate by the Coop (temporanly out of use), by the Village Hall, on
Bowden Hill and at the bus stop by Church House.
County Councillors:
Tony.robbins(@somerset.gov.uk
(:]]l‘.ll(:)])l)s({:"lllf‘ll(lil)‘g(:)\'.llk
District Council: 0300 303 8588

County Council: 0300 123 2224
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Chilcompton Sports Club Projects

It 1s well known that Chilcompton Sports have been plannng for some time to
develop the tennis courts into an Astro turt surtace and add tlood lights to the
adult pitch.

We have recently re-visited these ideas, and are i the process of obtamng up to
date quotations for the wotks to be cartied out for the Astro pitch. The pto]ear will
allow for two 7/8 pitches or one 9/10 pitch with a walkway/viewing area
surrounding it.

This tacility will undoubtably be a huge benefit to the club. It 1s our hope that  the
Astro project may get underway during the summer, however it will depend on
the costs and hunds rased.

Our youth football club have already started tundrasing tor this project and are
making great progress, with a raftle held over Christmas and most recently a
Valentines rattle for a Mulberry handbag and more.

U7 MANAGER/COACH OPPORTUNITY

Chilcompton Spotts FC ate looking to recnut a new under 7s manager/coach for
the 22/23 season.

The U7s team will be formed from players already enrolled in our Soccertots
programme as well as new players wanting to jomn our club. The team will have the
oppottunity to play i the local Midsomer Norton league.

In the Foundation Stage, we ate dedicated as a Club to the development of our
players through Ball Mastery and the Coerver range of skills. The successtul
applicant will need to be \\1llmg to adopt our philosophies.

FA Coaching Level One or above qualification 1s requured, or someone willing and
able to undertake the FA coaching course as part of the position. Further coach
development and support will also be provided by the Club.

The role 1s voluntary; however, the cost of the course 1s tully covered by the Club.
The applicant should be focused on developing our wide pool of young talented
players, providing the structure and understanding to enable an enjoyable tun
experience.

INTERESTED? To register imterest in this role please email:
tootball@chilcomptonsports.com

SOCCERTOTS

Soccertots 1s an mtroductory programme for year 1 children and below.
Concentrating on Agility, Balance and Co-ordmnation (the ABC’s), thus session 1s an
introduction into Ball Mastery and the Coerver range of skills.

Sesstons are mn every Saturday morning at Clhilcompton Sports Club Wells Road,
Chilcompton BA3 4EY 9am-10am only [3 per week.

If you have a muni footballer who would like to join our programme please contact:
havlcv@ @chilcomptonsports.com ot just pop along,
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Chilcompton Cricket Club

Chilcompton Sports Crcket Club are gearing up for the new season ahead.

Cricket Club — Senior Section

2023 will be our 9th senior season at Chilcompton Sports Cricket Club.

We ate always looking for new senior players to play i our 3 x league teams.
Hopetully, we can find more new local players tfrom Chilcompton and the
surrounding villages.

Indoor Sentor indoor nets will continue at Wells Blue Sports Hall on Sunday
afternoons 2pm-3pm until Sunday 26th March.

Outdoor Senior tramung will start on Thursday evenings trom 30th March (6pm
start).

Senior League games will start on Saturday 6th May and Sunday 7th May.

The Sentor Saturday Lst XI will compete 1 Division 4 of the Bustol & District
League.

The Sentor Saturday 2nd XTI will compete 11 Division 11 of the Bustol & District
Division League.

The Sentor Sunday Ist XI will compete in Division 4 of the North Somerset
League.

Cricket Club — Junior Section

In 2023 our Junior tramning sessions (School Year 3 to School Year 8) will be held
agamn at Chilcompton Sports Club on Wednesday evemngs from 12th Apul
(6.15pm — 7.45pm).

No Membership required in advance, just turn up and join in the fun!

We have Level 2 Coach Kyle Gloudemans plus a number ot helpers from the
sentor cucket club and we are always looking for parents to help out.

We also have a number of protessional coaches who help Kyle and his team.

We had mote Junior Players debuting in the Saturday & Sunday Sentor XI in season
2022 which was a great credit to our Junior Coaches and a fantastic boost to the
future of our cricket club.

One of these local junior players Bradley Hancock won the 2nd XI Senior player of
the year which 1s a great achievement for a 14 year old — See photo >>

The Junior Ul3s Team will compete in the Bath Youth League on Tuesday evening
trom the end of Apul.

Fundraising, Main Contact & Social Media

Our popular Horse Racing Night will be held at the Sports Club on Fuday 16th
June from 8pm — This 1s the Club's mamn tundraser tor 2023,

Cricket Club Contact — Dave Travis — 07725 458404 — dave.travis@hotmail.co.uk
Club Facebook - https://en-gh.tacebook.com/chilcomptonce

Club Twitter - https:/ /twitter.com/ Chilcomptonce

Club Instagram - https:/ /www.nstgram.com /chilcomptonsportscricket/ ?hl=en

Club Website - https:/ /www.chilcomptonsports.com/cricket >>
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>> Cricket Club Committee & Captains for 2023 President — Martin Rumary
Vice Presidents - Dave Stock, Matthew Western, Nick Western, Arthur Moon,
John Reynolds, Pat Rich, Clayton Rich, Martin Rumary, Mike Clevely, Dave Read,
Julian Hawkins, Dave Travis, Richard Aldous, Matk Colbourne, Ray Rogers, Tim

Fussell, Tan Bagnett, Neil Moon, Tan Gillagd
Chatrman — Clayton Rich

Hon Secretary & Fixture Secretary — Dave Travis
Hon Treasurer — Sarah Deverill

Sate Hands Management System Contact — Debbie Hancock

Junior’s Head Coach — [\\lc Gloudemans

UL3 Junior Manager — Tom Hancock

Club Weltare Ofticers — Jacqui Nolan & Domunic Grass

Head Groundsman — Mark Colbourne
Social Media — Linda Travis

Website Administrators — Richard Gillard & Adam Marshall

Additional Committee Members — Simon de\
Steve Davis, Stmon Jones, Jon Burgess

Saturday Ist XTI Captain — Ben Futcher

Saturday Ist XTI VC — Adam Deverill

Saturday 2nd XTI Captain — Rob Bath

Saturday 2nd XTI VC = Simon Tandy

Sunday XTI Captain — Rich Gillard

Sunday XI VC — Gareth Rogers

CHILCOMPTON SPORTS
JUNIOR CRICKET

Junior Cricket Training will start weekly
on Wednesday evenings on the 12th April 2023 at
Chilcompton Sports Club from 6:15pm to 7:45pm

We welcome girls and boys from school year 3 to year 8
All playing kit supplied by the club

We have Senior coaches for every session

All coaches and facilitators are DBS checked

We have entered the Bath under 13 league for the Summer

A fee of £4 will be collected on training nights to
cover the costs of the coaches

Please contact Dave Travis on 07725 458404
or dave.travis@hotmail.co.uk
Website - www.chilcomptonsports.com/cricket

Some of our junior players have already have been selected
for Somerset County and District sides and are also playing
for our Chilcompton senior sides. So there is a pathway to find
the next Ben Stokes or Heather Knight, but we welcome
players of all ability

Tim Fussell Glen Stanstield,

{ CHILCOMPTON CRICKET CLUB

2023 FUNDRAISING
RACE®NIGHT
FRIDAY 16th JUNE

AT CHILCOMPTON SPORTS CLUB
DOORS OPEN 7pm | FIRST RACE 8pm

FREE ENTRY
FULLY LICENSED BAR
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Sports Club Tribute to Terry Moore
It was with great sadness that all from Chilcompton Sports heard of the passing of
Terry Moore i December. There 1s no doubt that he 1s, and will be, s-.-u!]lv muissed
by all who knew him, and the club will never be the same without his inimitable
cfmmcter ever-present.
Most would agree that Terry's second home was Chilcompton Sports Club, where
he took a huge pude in the maintenance and appearance of the sports tield

s

and prenuses extertor. He spent endless hours
cutting the grass over the entire field tor both the
cricket and football teams, becoming an expert in
prepanng the outhield tor the Cricket Club after g
it was tormed in 2015, For his work on the | @
tootball pitches, he eventually won the
title of Groundsman of the Year from the
Somerset FA.

He could always be seen using lus beloved,
ancient, blue Ford tractor, negotiating the
extfemely heavy non-power-assisted steering
and towing the equnli}' heavy trimax cutter,
occastonally mto, over or through somewhere 1t §
shouldn’t have gone.  When Jriving the Foud |
became a little too much for Terry, the Club
purchased a smaller ride-on mower tor lum so
that he could continue to do that which he loved
so well.  Unfortunately, Terry’s ill-health prevented much further grounds work,
and we all shared his sadness at being demed that which had given him so many
years of pleasure. Thanktully, however, it was being able to maintain this work that
cartied Terry through the 1solation of lockdown.

But Terry was indispensable in so many ways. If the external bins needed
emptymg, he would have cleared them without any tuss. When the car park filled
up with visitors, Terry would be there to direct cars and make sense of the
madness. He wouldn’t hesitate to protect the field and premuses should anyone be
ill-using them and many a ‘young ‘un’ would be told to stop using the goals on the
Adult pitch.  And on cold winter mornings, Terry could often be found i the
kitchen making teas and cottees for patents, freezing pitch-side whilst their clhuldren
played football. In the early days, long betore the club house was built, Terry was
an active patticipant in mnning the tearoom, often seen in the Coop buying extra
bacon! Equally, the operation of the chauty was important to Terry, and he was a
member of the committee until his death, being mnstrumental in many of the
important decisions that have been made over the years.

An unassuming gentleman, Terry became a firm favourite with all the statt and
volunteers at the club, becoming very protected and looked atter by them all.
There 1s0’t one who wouldn’t think, in the most atfectionate way that, when he was
sitting 1 the bar alongside his old friend Gordon Curtis, voices raised to ensure
each heard the other, you would be excused for imagining, for one briet moment,
that you were seeing Statler and Waldott, vociterously making the would nght
between them. ) )

His love for his garden and his generosity with his plants and seedlings will be
remembered by many and there 1s little doubt that there are those of us who will
treasure those plants that now flounsh in our own gardens, mementoes of a quite
unique mar.
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